
Hello year 7s! 

Wow how did we get to July already! I know this is not the way we 
all thought this year would end and we are all (most of us) missing 
being at school, seeing friends and teachers and perhaps realising 
how important school is to us for various reasons. Some of you miss 
the social side, some miss the structure, the teachers and the ability 
to be able to get help instantly when you are a little stuck. Whatever 
it is that you do miss the most, remember the aim is to try and get 
back to some kind of normal for you all in September.

These past few weeks I have spoken to quite a few 
of you and have been marking your Computer 
Science work, which I have to say has been 
brilliant. You should all be so proud of yourselves 
and the effort that most of you have been putting 
into all of your work. Even if you haven’t done 
lots and lots but you have tried the best you can, 
that too should make you feel proud. 

 
 
 

We have also had a couple of new additions to our family, 
say hi to Splinter and Thomas (Grandchildren named 
them) We have always kept rats as we find them to be 
the best rodent pets you can have! They are so friendly 
and eat pretty much anything and everything! My son 
and his family have also got a new dog called Teddy, he is 
absolutely adorable and so diddy!
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I am sure that a lot of you are doing online activities 
with other members of your families and friends to keep 
things interesting and making sure you stay in contact 
with each other. We have been continuing with the quiz 
every week and we have also been playing a lot of online 
Mario Kart! I have always played this and started playing 
it on the SNES in 1993! Didn’t look quite the same as it 
does now!

I am so excited to see all 
of your faces next year, but 
I am sad to say that I will 
not be your Achievement 
Director next year.
 

I have loved every minute of being your AD, you are an amazing year 
group and I am so proud of you all. I loved seeing all your faces in 
assembly and popping in to see what you were doing with your amazing 
mentors at mentor time and hearing about all the brilliant things you had been up to.  If you didn’t 
know I am also the Head of Computer Science so it has been a very busy year for me and although 
I really would like to keep doing both, it just isn’t possible. But on the upside there will be Computer 
Clubs, STEM clubs and competitions coming your way ;)

I will still be there if you need any help, and I hope you will still come and tell me what you have 
been up to!

You are so very lucky to have Miss Marks as your new AD, she is so lovely and you will thrive as a 
year group with her.

Have an amazing summer, be safe and see you in September!

Mrs Gibson
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Hi everyone!

As most of you know I am a science teacher at Ormiston and have been 
setting and looking at all of your amazing work during this lockdown! 
I have thoroughly enjoyed seeing all of your amazing creations and all 
your hard work. 

The reason I am taking part in this newsletter is because I am going to 
be your new Achievement Director from September! I am very excited 
to get to know you all a bit better and step into the year 8 journey 

together! You are a fabulous year group and 
have so much going for you all – this has 
been clear looking at your work this term and all your efforts!

A little bit about what I have got up to recently! My family love sailing, 
so we have managed to go out on our boat for a couple of weekends 
since the sailing club opened again! Here is a picture of my twin painting 
the dinghy!

Just like Mrs Gibson, we have also been doing quizzes every Tuesday 
with family friends on Zoom - I wonder if some of you have been doing 
this? We managed to come second last Tuesday which we were really 
happy about as we never normally do that well!! 

Here are some photos of my dogs if you 
haven’t seen enough animal pictures yet! I 
wonder if you have animals that have loved 
having you around during this time?!
 

I am super excited to be your Achievement Director next year and I hope you have an amazing 
summer holiday. Make sure you recharge those batteries ready for September! I look forward to 
seeing you all having grown up a bit after 6 months of not seeing each other.

A message from your new Achievement Director:
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7ADE

Dear 7ADE,

I hope that you’re all doing well and staying busy! I can’t believe that we’re coming to the end of 
the year already! The weather is getting much nicer, and I’ve been really enjoying going for walks 
on some of the local paths. Burnham really does have some beautiful trails. 

Since we’re coming to the end of the year, I’d just like to say that I have been so amazed by the 
strength and the courage I have seen from you all this year. You have all managed to overcome so 
much in your first year of secondary school from starting a new school and learning the new rules, 
to making new friends and forming new relationships, and to challenging times both in school and 
out of it. No one could have imagined that this is what the end of the year would look like, but 
you’ve all managed to persevere through it, continuing to stay strong, stay connected, and stay as 
motivated as you can. 

Getting to know you all has been the best part of my year at Ormiston Rivers Academy. When I 
started here, I had never heard of a mentor class before as we don’t have those in Canada, but on 
that very first day, I knew that it was going to be great because you were all so great. You made my 
days brighter, made me laugh, and made it so I could never leave my classroom at lunch lol! We 
all started this adventure together, and I couldn’t imagine a better mentor class than you guys!
It’s been a pleasure getting to know you all and see you mature this year. I know that it’s been a 
really challenging year, but you’ve all grown up so much, and I know that you’re all going to do 
amazing things in life. You inspire me to be a better teacher and a better human being, and I am 
so proud of all of you.

Unfortunately, I won’t be returning next year to Ormiston. I will miss you all so much, and I wish 
that I could say goodbye in a better way. I would have brought in sweets and snacks, and I would 
have been able to tell you all individually how wonderful you are and how lucky I’ve been to get 
to know you. I know that even when I’m gone, you will continue to be the best mentor group in 
the school and that you’ll all take care of each other. 

You’ll be in year 8, and I know that the school will 
be a brighter place with you all in it.

I hope that you all have a great summer holiday!

Lots of love, 
Miss Dean
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7 BEJ

Bonjour à tous! 

Since our last newsletter there have been 6 more weekly quiz winners: 
Hannae H, Theo J, Suraya A x 3(!), and Sophie G - Congratulations!  
Well done also to: Izzy B, Thomas M, Bethany E, Harvey W, Samuel V, 
Teddy F, Lucy J, Daniel D, Reese F, Halen F, and Felix H who also have 
had correct answers. A very impressive turnout!

I have been seeing some very 
“magnifique” work from many 
of you in the French classrooms 

and I have heard good comments from many other subject 
areas. Well done to all those who have really worked hard to 
maintain their learning since March. You will see the benefits 
when you return to school next term. 

Over the last six weeks I have been as busy as always. I have 
been in school every Thursday to teach Year 12 French, and I 
have obviously continued to set and mark work in the French 
Google Classrooms. At home, I have been equally busy. We 
decided to take on the big job of painting the outside of our 
house, which involved chipping all the old paint off the walls 
first, before applying the new paint. I am pleased to say that 
three of the walls are now complete 
- one more to go! Our garden has 
been looking good over the last six 
weeks and the flowers have been 
amazing! Here is a photo of some of 
the different flowers and blossoms 
in my garden - how many of these 
different flowers can you recognise? 

I have also been developing some new skills whilst at home and have managed to cut the hair of 
my husband and both children without any serious disasters! I don’t think it’s a career I could fall 
back on though! My family and I have also discovered the new sport of “disc golf” which we have 
been playing in the garden using the lids from the paint that we used to paint the house and an 
old piece of rope tied into a circle! The aim of the game is to get your “disc” into the circle of rope 
in the lowest number of throws. Having played 
this a number of times in the garden, I decided to 
purchase some proper frisbees and it is only then 
that I discovered that it is a very serious sport 
and that our nearest venue is in none other than 
Burnham-on-Crouch! Does anybody here play? 
It’s great fun (even if I do tend to lose most of  
the time!)
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This is the last newsletter now for Year 7, but we shall all meet 
again in Year 8 and hopefully with a return to a little bit more 
normality! In the meantime, take good care of yourselves and 
your families and above all, have a wonderful, well-deserved 
summer break! 

Take good care of yourselves.

Mme Johnson.
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• Freya
• Daniel
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• Teddy

• Jack
• Thomas
• Louie
• Samuel
• Rhys



7ISH (A message from Mrs Corbett)

Hello my lovelies!

I cannot believe we are in  the last few weeks of your first year 
at secondary school. Wow what an amazing journey you have all 
been on. Can I just say how proud I am of you all. You have been 
amazing to cope so well in these difficult times. 

I have been loving the beautiful sunshine we’ve had since our 
last newsletter. I’ve been for walks along the beaches of Walton, 
enjoyed watching the sunset at Heybridge Basin in Maldon and 
enjoyed the lovely walks around Witham where I live. 

My son and his girlfriend took 
my daughter to Mill Beach 
where they had fun making 
faces in the sand. They loved 
it because there was nobody 
else there. 

I’ve managed to do lots of online training to keep my 
brain ticking over whilst working from home. I really 
enjoyed making home calls to some of your families 
and even getting the chance to speak with some of 
you on the phone. 

Not long now until the 6 week summer holidays. I hope you all manage to get 
a chance to get out and about, see friends and family and have lots of fun. 
Please remember to keep safe.

I look forward to seeing you all when you return in September.

Mrs Corbett
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7KCL

Hi to you all, 

I hope you have had a chance to enjoy some of the good weather we have had, even if it was going 
for a walk and enjoying a break from inside.

I hope you have completed things that, if you were in school the whole time, might never have 
attempted. I for one did ‘Le tour de Dengie’. ‘What is this?’ I hear you all shout. Well, as I love ‘Le 
tour de France’ (long bike race, held this time of year, in France no less), my husband and I decided 
to do the Dengie version in one day (the tour is over 3 weeks!) . Therefore, early on Sunday, I 
donned my cycling gear and cycled around The Dengie Peninsula...

... 75km later and very tired legs, we finished . Yes I did get 
back on the bike Monday to cycle to school!! All I can say is 
Ouch! 

My garden has been my saviour; it has really kept me 
entertained and offered the wellbeing we have all needed at 
this time. I have now completed my task...

...My wildlife pond that my son 
and I have added to, we have 
seen newts, frogs, pond snails, 
dragonflies and a whole host of 
insects still to identify. We have 
also had the camera trap out; it is 
truly amazing what drinks from 
the pond: a whole hosts of birds 
(including a Sparrow Hawk), a 
hedgehog and even next door’s 
cat! I have taken many pictures, 
so when we are back, I will share 
them if you want to see the 
garden. 

This is now very close to the end of your first year at secondary school, I am 
hoping in the future you could spend a bit more time there!! I have missed 
you all, but I will see you hopefully come September.  Unfortunately, I will 
no longer be your mentor as I am in with Yr11, but I am still in the same 
classroom (hopefully!) so please all do come and visit me so I can see you 
all. Take care, have a good summer, let us hope the sunshine lasts.

See you all soon

Mrs Coulson xx
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7 LTA

Hi All,

I hope you and your families are all doing well. I hope that you are all feeling a bit 
more optimistic with the easing of restrictions and that the feeling of normality 
is beginning to come back. I know you have all be working extremely hard with 
your work over the last few months and I would like to tell you all well done for 
that.

I know that you are all probably looking forward to your summer holidays even if 
they will be slightly different to previous years. I know that I have been a bit stuck 
with thinking of things I could do over the summer and I’m sure you have at some 
point wondered what you’re going to do. I have come up with some goals that I 
want to achieve over the summer or at least begin to achieve, so I am going to 
challenge you to think of a goal that you want to achieve over the summer; write 
it down, you don’t have to share it but I want you to try to accomplish it.

Have an awesome summer, enjoy time with your family and friends as much as 
you can and as much as restrictions allow. I’ll look forward to seeing you all again 
when we start back at school!

Miss Tate

7 EHY

Hello, lovely people of 7EHY!

I hope you are all well! I cannot believe we are at the end of the academic year already! You have all done so fantastically 
with your online work, you’ve really demonstrated your independence and self-motivation – keep up your brilliant 
work ethic, I’m so proud of you all!

What have you all been up to in your spare time? Are you making the most of the sunshine? Now that we are allowed 
to see people from other households (at a 2m distance), I have been having picnics with my friends and walking round 
my local country park, it’s been lovely to discover new places to go in my local area. I have become an even bigger 
bookworm of late and have found some lovely places to sit and read. Have you found some places in your local area 
that you hadn’t been to or known about before?

I’ve also been back in school more regularly now, teaching A-Level. It’s lovely to see some of my students again, and 
it’s been lovely to be back teaching in a classroom again, I’ve missed it a lot! Are you all looking forward to getting 
back to school in September?

I’m sorry to tell you that I will be leaving at the end of this academic year as I am moving up to Norwich. It will be very 
sad to go and I am going to miss you all so much! It’s very disappointing that I won’t be able to say goodbye to you 
face-to-face, but I am so proud of you all and how well you are all coping in this difficult time. Keep up the amazing 
work, your new mentor is going to be so lucky to have you next year! I have seen you all grow this past year, and you 
are all going to grow up to be wonderful and successful people, just keep up your hard work and positive attitudes 
and the sky’s the limit! 

Please drop me an email and let me know what it is you’ve been getting up to, how you’re finding everything or even 
just to say hello (or goodbye)! I hope you have a lovely summer and take the time to rest and recuperate from working 
so hard this year.

Miss Hayes
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7SHV

Dear 7SHV

It’s been ages! How are you all?

This should be a time when we are all getting excited 
about year 7 coming to an end and looking forward to 
year 8 in September. Sadly, due to this strange time we 
find ourselves in, this is not the case.

In saying that though, I’m so looking 
forward to seeing you all and catching up 
on what you’ve all been up to and how 
you all are.

The couch to 5k challenge that I was set at 
the start of lockdown is still horrendous 
to do! However, I do it every day and hate every minute of it! I’m pretty impressed with my progress. I 
started off back in March doing a km in 11.13 minutes. Now I can do a km in 7.4 minutes. I’m trying to eat 

a little more healthy to complement my treadmill sessions but can’t resist baking a lovely cake. This is my 
favourite with lots of yummy jam and cream.

The weather has been so gorgeous I’ve been 
spending some time in my garden with 
Bella throwing the ball and planting lots of 
flowers. 

This little pansy has popped up in a different 
place every year from the seeds blowing, 
this year it chose to grow in a tiny crack in 
my garden path. Cute!

I want to end by saying how impressed I am with all 
of you, how you have shown commitment to your 
school work and how respectful you have been during the lockdown. Thank you 
to all of you who have kept in touch. It’s been lovely hearing from you.

Have an amazing summer break, be kind, take care and stay safe lovely people. 
Looking forward to seeing you when we return to school.

Miss Havard  :)
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Hello, again 7CRO.   

Welcome to the last newsletter for this academic year and your last newsletter as year 7 students! 

 It seems a long time since I saw you all - except for Daniel who I have seen in school (hello Daniel). I 
hope you are all keeping well and happy.  

Since the last newsletter, I have been keeping busy both at home and coming into school doing various 
jobs. 

Now that the weather is getting hotter and the garden is growing quickly, I have been able to eat 
some lovely fresh strawberries and blueberries straight from the garden. My first attempt at growing 
tomatoes from seed myself has been a success and have done so well that I think I will have plenty of 
tomatoes to share with friends. I have ‘shared’ a couple of runner bean plants with the snails but they 
have left me some and there are little beans growing now. 

The hedgehogs still visit during the evenings. They don’t always get on well with each other and it 
was interesting to see them have a bit of a fight - well they tend to just run at each other and collide 
quite fiercely. I hadn’t even considered before now how hedgehogs actually fight since they have those 
spines; it was quite fascinating to learn. Luckily no one got seriously hurt.

Of course, there are now changes in the distancing rules and I have 
recently been reunited with some of my family and my two youngest 
granddaughters, it was so lovely to see them again after so long, I am 
not sure who was more excited, me or them!  We were reunited just in 
time for them to help celebrate my dogs’ birthdays. I made a dog-friendly 
mini birthday cake for each of them (made with sardines; egg and flour, 
sounds gross but the dogs love them) topped with some cream cheese as 
icing and my granddaughters helped with blowing out the candles.   My 
youngest dog, Rosie, also belongs to my granddaughter, she chose her and 
named her, she has also been training her. I have kept up with the training 
during the lockdown and Rosie showed off new skills when they were 
able to see each other again.

I have not yet seen my other two grandchildren - they both had birthdays 
this month and I was able to connect with them with a video call to watch 
them blow out candles and sing Happy Birthday, they have stored a slice 
of their birthday cakes in the freezer for me to eat when I see them.  I am 
really looking forward to the school holidays so I can make plans to see 
them again. 

I hope you all have a lovely summer and enjoy catching up with your friends and relatives as and when 
you can.   All too soon it will be September again and you will be in year 8 and you will be that bit taller 
than me :).  

I look forward to seeing you until then take care and have fun - oh and don’t forget those hedgehogs, 
please put some water out for them if you can.

Ms Morgan


