
Dear Year 10,

I am so looking forward to next year, hopefully getting back to school in a more normal way, 
although it has been great to see so many of you returning this term. 

Next year will present me with a new challenge, that of being your Achievement Director as well 
as my normal role supporting all year groups as Executive Achievement Director. I am more than 
happy to take on this challenge because I have always felt an affinity with you as a year group 
because we started our journey at Ormiston Rivers at the same time: your first day back in 2016 
was also mine. 

Getting to know all of you better and supporting you through what will be a potentially difficult 
year is something I cannot wait to start.

This has been such a strange period of time. We are all coming to terms with a new way of doing 
things and dealing with the changes that have occurred. One change of huge importance has been 
how you, our students, are having to approach your studies.

We as an Academy and as a staff have really tried to keep in touch with you, set work for you and 
support as much as we possibly can. Obviously there has not been the individual contact and close 
support that we are usually able to provide to each and every one of you. 

Some of you have coped well and completed as much work as possible and continued to engage 
and make progress. Some have you have done just enough to keep your head above water, but 
unfortunately a few of you have not engaged with the new ways of working. 

I really need to tell you that if you fall into the latter category it is absolutely imperative that you 
make a decision to change your approach. I can assure you that it is most definitely not too late 
to really make a difference. 

Work packs will be sent out to you all to help you catch up over the summer. YOU have to decide 
that you are going to make the effort. It is YOUR FUTURE that is at stake. In 11 months time we 
will be moving into YOUR GCSE exams. These will have an enormous impact on YOUR choices 
moving forward. It is time for YOU to take responsibility for YOUR education and ultimately the 
opportunities that will be available to YOU.

A message from Mr Swinnerton: your new AD
July 2020
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It is not too late to change your approach !

Contact your teachers by email !

Ask them to point you in the right direction to make a start. You are not alone, all your teachers 
will do anything they possibly can to give you the support you need to start to get back on track.

Imagine how positive you will feel if you do this. You will be able to look forward to September 
with a really positive attitude, hopefully coming back  to a more normal way of life with the 
confidence that you have done all you can to ensure that you do the best that you can next year! 

I am not trying to put too much pressure on you but you have to realise that ultimately you have 
the responsibility for the choices you make. We can support and encourage you, but at the end of 
the day the effort YOU put in will be the deciding factor.

Do take time in the summer for some relaxation and just enjoying yourself, especially if you have 
been working flat out over the last few months. 

Like most things in life it is about balance. Get the balance right and you will feel happier as we 
move forward.

Take care, stay safe and I look forward to working with you all next year.

Mr Swinnerton
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10TRI

Hi there 10TRI,

I hope you guys are all well and good. I see the odd 
person from mentor every now and then walking 
around Burnham, Lucy I saw you the other week 
but didn’t recognise you until I had walked by so 
I apologise for that! I’m sure you are all feeling 
pretty fed up with the whole lockdown thing, not 
being able to see friends and family or possibly 
not even being able to have a summer holiday. I 
know that is how we are feeling over in the Rigler 
household but we do have something fantastic to 
look forward to in September - SCHOOL!!! I think 
that getting back to some sort of normal school 
routine will be great for us all. Those students that 
I have seen on my walkabouts with my kids have 
all most definitely said that they wish they were 
back in school.

 

I hope that you have all been working hard on the 
tasks set on Google Classroom and will be in a 
great place to restart in September. From speaking 
to some friends that are teachers at other schools 
it does seem that you have had a fantastic amount 
of support compared to other schools both in 
terms of the work set and the feedback that 
teachers have been giving you. So please make 
sure you make the most of all the hard work and 
effort that your teachers have been putting into 
your education over the last three months and will continue to during year 11. That’s right guys year 11 looms!!! Take 
advantage of the next two months to get ahead of the game and ensure that you have caught up on any work you 

missed or if you have been on top of everything, take the time to consolidate your learning.
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As for what has been happening with me and my family, well 
we are walking and cycling every day and even now continue to 
find new paths and things to see around Burnham. Just yesterday 
we saw an amazing Marsh Harrier and a couple of weeks ago a 
Peregrine Falcon on the old power station at Bradwell. We also 
saw some of the most amazing Goldfish in a nearby reservoir; 
they were at least 1 meter long!!! After a long cycle down Marsh 
road we got right out to the break water (where you the North 
Sea meets the Dengie) and was amazed by the huge old shell 
beach and the seals. What an amazing place we live in and with 
the weather having been so good we have been very lucky. The 
only time that I have really used my car in the last three months 
has been to go and collect new bikes for my kids (which were a 
bargain on eBay) where I had to drive two round trips of about 
100 miles each. So another bonus has been saving money on 
petrol, I have only had to fill the car up once (£60) in this whole 
time.

Anyway enough about me, I’m really looking forward 
to seeing you guys and hearing your stories when we 
get back in September. I hope you all have a great 
summer and make the most of this amazing area and 
the support from your teachers.

Take care,

Mr Rigler

PS If you haven’t discovered that Parlour Cafe now is a 

drive through it’s well worth a visit.
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10 CBE

Good afternoon everyone, 

I hope you all are safe and doing some school work. 
Two more weeks to go before the summer holidays, 
then you will be in YR 11. I know its crazy times we 
are living but it is what it is. I really hope that you 
have a lovely summer holiday, rest out ready for a 
very important busy YR 11.

I have been doing school work at home every week 
, so I am keeping busy and sorting out loads of PE 
SOW. Other than that we had lovely sunny day 
spending time with my family in the garden having 
BBQ’s and sitting in the hot (cool) tub. I am also 
enjoying my bike rides every week. 

Stay save and have fun

Mr B
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10GOT

Hello all,

I hope this message finds you well and that you are looking forward to the summer holiday (in the hope we 
are not all still locked down). It seems like a very long time since I last saw you all and even though time has 
gone quickly, I have missed seeing you all in the mornings and afternoons. Hopefully, we will have a return 
to normality come September in what will be a big year for you all with your GCSEs.

Like most of you, I have had a lot of learning to do with Google classrooms and adjusting to a new way 
of working. It has not always been easy to keep motivated when you are stuck inside for so long with few 
events to look forward to, and I am sure many of you have felt the same way at points. Communicating 
with one another is a big help and I have often found it easier to work after online meetings with fellow 
teachers. If you have been or are struggling to get motivated, then make sure to speak to people and 
perhaps it will help you like it has me.

I know many of you will be keen to know how baby Teddy is doing and I can happily say he is very happy 
and growing up fast. In many ways, having so much time at home with him every day has been a joy and 
it is time that I will truly appreciate in the future when I reflect on what we have all been through. He has 
enjoyed watching me attempt and sometimes succeed at DIY jobs in the house and loves going for walks 
on sunny days. He also takes after his father when it comes to sport, as any time it is on the television you 
can’t get him to focus on anything else! Once he is able to hold a console controller I think my wife might 
never get to see the television again.

Until I see you in September, stay safe, keep well and I wish you a happy summer holiday.

Kind regards,
Mr O’Toole.
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10EBE
Hello guys, 

Hope you’re all doing ok. I was trying to remember my updates from the last message I sent and how things might have changed 
and what new updates I’ve got - 

but mainly, I’ve been able to join an ‘isolation bubble’ so I can spend lots more time with my best little human! I’ve added some 
pictures of her to give you an idea of how little experience I have with babies.. So much so that food ends up everywhere and we 
end up putting puppies in prams! It’s made such a difference to me, living on my own, to be able to meet up for social distance 
walks, see friends and family in their gardens and even coming into school every Monday. It’s strange times to be teaching in and 
coming into school in the way it’s all changed, but I hope those of you coming in are enjoying at least a change of scene and semi-
socialising with each other, it definitely is a good way to start my week off on a Monday!

I’m keeping my fingers crossed the weather keeps holding out as I find it makes such a difference being able to go to parks and 
spend time outside, rather than in my flat.. I think I’ve finally finished my decoration and DIY spree! Although my weekly online 
shopping purchases that I am quickly filling the place with, has slowly become a weekly and mid-week shop :( so the sunshine 
definitely helps get me off online shopping and out for a walk instead - even if I just end up sitting in my car park with a cup of 
coffee!

I can only imagine it must be getting quite tiring and a bit dull carrying on with work on Google Classroom - particularly trying to 
stay motivated and focused when you’re doing it on your own most of the time. From the work I’ve seen with year 10, you’re all 
doing amazingly and should be super proud that you’ve adapted and stayed so committed to doing this… working independently 
is such a tough skill. I have to keep taking breaks, have the radio on all day (so I don’t end up talking to myself! ) and put my phone 
somewhere out of the way, as I’ve realised recently how much I use it and am distracted by it. I even started writing myself a bit 
of a work schedule with break and lunch times in - took me back to my Uni revision days. So I know it’s really hard, but it won’t be 
like it forever and we’ll hopefully, slowly, be starting to have more normality by September. 

Enjoy the summer as much as you can - let’s hope for lovely weather to brighten up the days! And spend time with other people 
as much as you can (obviously at distance and within the guidelines) but don’t forget about the positive experiences you can take 
from this weird and surreal time - it’ll definitely be in History lessons in years to come! :)

Take care, stay safe - 

Miss Bearman
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10LTU

Dear 10LTU,
 
I hope that you are all well and I still miss your faces so much. I hope that you have enjoyed coming into 
school, even for a short while and I have loved seeing some of you when I have been in. I can’t believe 
that the next time I see you will be in Year 11! It is crazy to think that I haven’t seen you for so long, but I 
am grateful that you will all get to have a year 11 prom and all of the things that sadly our poor Year 11 
students missed out on. It is an important year and I want you all to know that I am always here to support 
you if you need any help catching up with work or just some general TLC. You will be amazing in Year 11, I 
know it - it really is an exciting time for you all to think about what you want to do and how you can get 
there. 

I have been busy turning the grand old age of 38! Lockdown Birthdays are not the best, however - I was in 
school working with the Keyworker students and they gave me lots of presents, cakes and balloons, which 
was lovely. Miss Thurtle and the students also hid under the desks in the dark and jumped out at me when I 
walked in, which scared the life out of me. The Performing Arts department got me some beautiful flowers 
too :)

Poppy also received an early Birthday present of a bike...which she seems a bit scared of really, but she does 
enjoy putting the little cuddly toys in the back. I also got my old barbies out of the loft for her...they are 
very 80’s! But she seems to like them.

Teddy has managed to grow one pea...which he seemed quite happy with, but then picked it off and ate it, 
which tasted horrible.

Take care all of you and try and enjoy your summer holidays so that you are ready for September. And yes...
the pizza offer still stands. I really can’t wait to see you all. 
 
Make sure you all buy 50 pens/pencils/rulers etc. for when I check them haha! 

 
Mrs Turnnidge :)
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10TCO

Hi Everyone,

Hope you are all doing well, a lot has changed since our last message. At this point, many of you have been 
to school daily and are quite happy for that I am sure. Like you, I now come to work on a Monday to teach, 
which I get really excited about. It is quite funny, because when I think about this, usually at this time of 
the year,  I am  counting the days to the summer break, anticipating the vacation I am going to have back 
home in Jamaica.  Now, I lavish in the thought of just leaving my home to come to work on Mondays. Very 
strange times I tell you. I find I am getting a little bit more excited about the change in the weather, as I 
now go for a stroll every now and again to soak up some sun.

I hope you are all enjoying being back in school, doing some face to face work and just socializing (from a 
safe distance) with your friends.  I know many of your plans may change for summer and you are not happy 
about this, but remember to stop and enjoy the beauty of what is actually around. Continue to enjoy the 
early break in the school day, because we should be returning to our norm in September all being well. This 
is my new thing, instead of being sad about all the changes, I have decided to look for the positives in this 
new normal, I am now even taking pictures of flowers. See some photos showing my new appreciation.

Continue to work on your lessons in the google classrooms, as it is important that you keep up with your 
work, so you are not too far behind in year 11.  I have been checking and a number of you are doing quite 
well, keep it up. I miss our talks and arguments, and I am looking forward to seeing you all in September. I 
would like to end by reiterating what I said in my last note, I am very proud of you and you should also be 
proud of your resilience, and your ability to adapt to extreme circumstances.

Enjoy your summer break.

See you soon.

Mrs Cope
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10CCO

Dear Year 10,

Just when you thought you had heard the last from me …

Well, I can’t quite believe we have made it to the end of another year 
… what’s more – I can’t believe that in September you will be moving 
into year 11 at ORA. Where have those 5 years gone? The year 2020 has 
definitely been a year to remember! Such a lot has happened since I last 
saw you in March and finished my time at ORA. I hope that you have 
been working hard and managed to keep safe. I am sure that you have 
had ups and downs over the past few months – let’s face it, it isn’t really 
a situation that any of us could have foreseen or prepared for in any 
way. Online learning has its challenges – and I hope you have enjoyed 
the opportunity for face to face learning again over the past few weeks 
– albeit in a different way from your normal experiences.  In my new 
school, I have found it challenging not being able to get to know students 
properly while online and I am looking forward to September. I have missed conversations with students 
about their day, the ups and downs of school life and even reminding them (moaning) about uniform! 

You are a great bunch of young people and have incredible potential for the future. I am sure that you have 
faced the challenges of the last few months with courage, determination, humour and probably at times 
with lethargy, frustration and a desire for a return to ‘normal’. All those things (and more) are valid and 
there is a need to acknowledge the impact it has had on how you feel in the present but also how you feel 
about the future. Think about what you have learnt about yourself – I know it has made me appreciate how 
vital relationships with others are. 

Next year will bring its own share of ups and downs – but dig in, work hard and ensure that you have some 
‘down time’ to enjoy hobbies and time with friends, as this will make it all much more bearable! It is not 
just about surviving or enduring school – the aim is for you to thrive and for you to be equipped with what 
you need to make the best future for yourself that you can.

 I miss you all and will keep in touch to find out how you are getting on. I know that I wasn’t your mentor 
for long and I was just starting to get to know you. Keep persevering, keep learning, fail forward (learning 
from mistakes and perceived failures) and make the most of every opportunity you are given. Good luck 
for the future.

Kind regards,

Mrs Conway 

P.S: I thought there might be someone else that you would want to hear from (next page) …
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10CCO

I can’t believe you guys are now at the end of year 10! AND that it’s been a whole year since I saw you all! 
Safe to say it’s probably been the most memorable year of all of our lives… It’s been a weird one and one 
I’m sure you will all remember for the rest of your lives. I hope you have managed to embrace the weirdness 
(knowing you lot I’m sure you have) and that you have stayed safe and sensible. I can’t emphasise enough 
how important next year will be for you all and I urge you to keep your head in the game, work very hard 
but also make time for yourselves amongst the tests and revision. Keep your goals in mind and remember 
that anything you want really is possible, you just have to be committed and work for it.

I’ve missed you all lots this year – I love Malaysia but I cherish the memories of all the fun and laughs we 
had over the three years I was your mentor. There were good and bad times but I feel like 9SPC were a really 
solid team and I hope you guys have maintained that this year, and will continue to be supportive of one 
another next year as your time as a mentor group comes to an end. All that remains for me to say is take 
care of yourselves, enjoy your summer and keep in touch!

Miss Price     x
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