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TITLE: The Trinity
DO NOW: Date and title.

What do you think the trinity 
means?

STRETCH!! Why do you think the 
trinity is important to Christians?

Lesson 1 – The Trinity

CHALLENGE: How many Gods do 
Christians believe in? Explain your 
answer.



Learning Milestones:
 To describe the three forms of the trinity with reference to 

Matthew 3: 13-17
 To explain the importance of the trinity with reference to the 

Nicene Creed.
 To explain how the trinity is shown in worship.

Lesson 1 – The Trinity
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Keywords

• Trinity - the three persons of the Christian Godhead; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

• Monotheism – belief in one god.

• Polytheism – belief in many/multiple gods.

• Atheism – belief in no god.

• Nicene Creed – The Christian statement of faith.

• Worship – the act of showing love or devotion to a god/gods.

Lesson 1 – The Trinity



What is the Trinity?

• It is unique to Christianity!

• It is the belief that there is only one God but that he has three ‘persons’. 

God’s three persons are:

oThe Father

oThe Son

oThe Holy Spirit (Holy Ghost)

• IMPORTANT! This doesn’t mean they believe in three Gods, each form is fully God 
yet they cannot be God on their own. 

• STRETCH!! Christianity is a monotheistic religion. How can you explain this?

Lesson 1 – The Trinity



TASK: Draw the symbol (or similar) in the middle 
of your page. 

From the next three pages, you will add 
information around it about:
• God the Father
• God the Son (Jesus)
• God the Holy Spirit.

You will need to note down:
1. A quote for each form of God
2. The importance of each form
3. How each form is worshipped by Christians

STRETCH!! How can this symbol represent the Trinity? Give a reason for your answer.

Lesson 1 – The Trinity

Father

Son
Holy 
Spirit

GOD

Watch the clips 
and describe 

what is 
happening.



God the Father
Who is he?
• God the Father is believed to be the 

creator of the earth and all living things on 
it. 

• As creator of life, he acts as a good father 
towards his children. 

• He is believed to be all powerful 
(omnipotent), all loving (omnibenevolent) 
all knowing (omniscient) and present 
everywhere (omnipresent). This is known 
as the God of Classical Theism

Lesson 1 – The Trinity

Why is he important?
• The Father is important 

because he is the creator of 
the world and the creator of 
humans.

• He shows love to his creation 
by creating God the Son.

• He shows love to his creation 
as he gave them the Garden 
of Eden to live in. 

• He gave humans free-will 
because he trusted them. 

‘We believe in 
one God, the 
Father, the 
Almighty, maker 
of heaven and 
earth..’ Nicene 
Creed

How is he shown in worship?
• God the Son (Jesus) taught Christians how to worship God the Father in the 

Lord’s prayer: ‘This then is how you should pray: ‘Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name…’ (Matthew 6:9)

• This shows that he is in heaven as an omnipotent creator.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YzmbLWIqUBk


God the Son
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Who is he?
• God the Son is God in human form.
• This is in the form of Jesus who is both 

fully human and fully divine (God-like).
• Jesus is God incarnate and is sent to 

earth to restore the relationship 
between God and humanity so that 
Christians may go to heaven in the 
afterlife. 

• Jesus is sacrificed on the cross to save 
humanity from their sins. This shows 
God’s omni-benevolence.

Why is he important?
• God the Son is important because 

he restores the partial/broken 
relationship between humanity and 
God. 

• Jesus’ grace allows Christians to go 
to heaven to be with God for 
eternity.

• Jesus teaches humanity how to pray 
and worship God as well as teaching 
them to be good Christians (Good 
Samaritan).

How is he shown in worship?
• Christians believe that Jesus is their saviour and therefore they show thanks to him 

through worship.
• Worship is happy and joyful as they are grateful for his sacrifice.
• Christians complete Eucharist (drinking the wine and eating the bread). ‘do this in 

remembrance of me…’

‘We believe in one 
Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only son of God 
eternally begotten of 
the Father…’
Nicene Creed

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GhkNoM8Dpkw
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God the Holy Spirit
Who is he?
• Christians believe that once Jesus had left 

the earth, God sent the Holy Spirit to 
influence, guide and sustain earth and all 
life on it. 

• Christians believe that the Holy Spirit is 
active on earth as a ‘guide’.

• The Holy Spirit is believed to be the unseen 
power of God at work in the world in the 
past, present and future.

• God the Holy Spirit is often characterised by 
a dove, a symbol of hope. 

Why is he important?
• God the Holy Spirit is important 

because he continues to work 
on earth showing God’s love for 
humanity.

• The Holy Spirit provides 
guidance to Christians and this 
gives them hope.

• The Holy Spirit offers Christians 
comfort in times of need and 
this often empowers them. 

How is he shown in worship?
• Charismatic churches, such as Gospel or Pentecostal churches will ask the Holy Spirit 

for spiritual gifts.
• These services are lesson formal and often involve singing and dancing and full of 

creative expression!
• Usual the services are informal as they are guided by the Holy Spirit.

‘We believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the giver 
of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and 
the Son.’ 
Nicene Creed

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J6LA5d8jq7Q


• Constantine the Great was a 
Roman Emperor – at this time 
people were killed for being 
Christian. 

• Constantine's mother was a 
Christian and therefore he decided 
to change the whole of the Roman 
Empire’s religion!

• He held a meeting and called it the 
First Council of Nicaea. Let’s find 
out what they decided!

What is the Nicene Creed?

Lesson 1 – The Trinity



Nicene Creed
• This is a statement that was 

made at the beginning of 
Christianity 

• The Nicene Creed shows the 
foundations of Christian beliefs 
to everyone, including Christians 
themselves.

• All of the statements are 
created by people who had 
studied the Bible carefully. They 
were theologians. 

TASK – From what you 
already know about 
Christianity:
1. Do you think the 

statements are true?
2. Do you agree with the 

message?

STRETCH!! Why do you 
think Emperor 
Constantine created a 
statement?

Lesson 1 – The Trinity



TASK: What does the Nicene Creed tell us about God?

‘We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only son of God eternally begotten of 
the Father… 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son.’ 

Complete the worksheet on the next page 

STRETCH!! Which is Gods 
forms is the most important? 
Give a reason and a quote to 
support your point.

Lesson 1 – The Trinity



The Trinity in SCRIPTURE: The Nicene Creed.

‘We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only son of God eternally begotten of the Father… 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.’ 

Quote What does it tell us about God?

We believe in one God, the Father, the 
Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 
son of God eternally begotten of the Father… 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.’ 

The Trinity in SCRIPTURE: Bible – Matthew 3:16-17
16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I 
love; with him I am well pleased.”
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Quote What does it tell us about God?

We believe in one God, the Father, the 
Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.. 

God is the creator of everything and has 
complete power. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 
son of God eternally begotten of the 
Father… 

The Son of God is Jesus who is ‘Lord’.
Eternally begotten means that the Son of God has 
always existed and was never ‘created’ but God 
as he is God.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son.’ 

The Spirit comes from the Father and the Son. 
Christians believe the Holy Spirit is the giver of 
life. This means he is spiritually active in the 
world, he helps them to know God and worship 
him, he equips and empowers believers.

ANSWERS…

Lesson 1 – The Trinity



What does the Bible say about the Trinity?
• The word ‘trinity’ is not mentioned in the Bible ever!

• BUT… the Gospel of Matthew shows the three persons 
appearing together. This is when Jesus is baptised before 
beginning his ministry in the world. 

TASK: Read the quote on your worksheet and highlight 
where you can see the three persons:

Matthew 3:16-17
16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At 
that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from 
heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well 
pleased.”

Lesson 1 – The Trinity



Exam Technique
B: Explain two Christian beliefs about the Trinity. (4 marks)

Structure: 2 x Point Explain

One Christian belief about the trinity is…This highlights…

Another Christian belief about the trinity is…This shows…

C: Explain two reasons why the concept of the Trinity is important for Christians. In your 
answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority. (5 marks)

Structure:   1 x Point Evidence Explain

1 x Point Explain

One reason why the trinity is important is that…For example…This shows..

Another reason why the trinity is important is that…This shows..

Lesson 1 – The Trinity

Source of 
wisdom and 
authority = 

a quote.



Learning Milestones:
 To describe the three forms of the trinity with reference to 

Matthew 3: 13-17
 To explain the importance of the trinity with reference to the 

Nicene Creed.
 To explain how the trinity is shown in worship.

Lesson 1 – The Trinity
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DO NOW: 

How do you think the world 
was created?

TITLE: Creation

STRETCH!! 
AO2 - Why is your view 
convincing? Give AO1 to 
back up your point!

Lesson 2 – Creation

CHALLENGE: What do 
Christians believe about 
creation?



Learning Milestones:

 To describe the key events of creation with reference to Genesis.
 To explain the difference between literalist and metaphorical 

interpretations of the Bible.
 To explain the importance of creation for Christians today 

including stewardship.

Lesson 2 – Creation
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Keywords

• Literalist – Someone who believes that the Bible is the direct word of God and therefore 
is an accurate account of real events.

• Metaphorical – Someone who believes that the Bible is a metaphor or a story that is not 
literally true but it does contain true teachings and guidance.

• Creationism – the believe that the world was created in six days and that Genesis is a 
scientific and actual account of the beginning of the world.

• Genesis – The first book of the Christian Bible and the Jewish Torah (Old Testament). 
Genesis = beginning.

• Stewardship – looking after and caring for something so that it can be preserved for 
other generations.

• Free-will – having the freedom to choose your own actions.

Lesson 2 – Creation



What is the biblical account of creation?
• The first three parts of Genesis are about the creation of the world and 

humans:

Genesis 1: Six days of creation.

Genesis 2: Creation of humans.

Genesis 3: The Fall from Grace.

TASK – from the next three slides, describe 
the story of creation in your own words.

STRETCH!! Gather and explain quotes from 
the next three slides. 

Lesson 2 – Creation

Use the 
hyperlinks 
for the full 

story…

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+2&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+3&version=NIV


Genesis 1: 
• Day 1: ‘God said “let there be light.”’

• Day 2: ‘God said, “Let there be a vault between 
the waters to separate water from water.”’

• Day 3: ‘God said, “Let the land produce 
vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the 
land”’

• Day 4: ‘God said, “Let there be lights in the vault 
of the sky to separate the day from the night”’

• Day 5: ‘God said, “Let the water teem with living 
creatures, and let birds fly above the earth 
across the vault of the sky.”’

• Day 6: ‘God said, “Let the land produce living 
creatures”… Then God said, “Let us make 
mankind in our image”’ 

Lesson 2 – Creation

CHALLENGE: Take your own quotes from the next page.



Genesis 1 New International Version (NIV) The Beginning
1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the waters.
3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light “day,” and the 
darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day.
6 And God said, “Let there be a vault between the waters to separate water from water.” 7 So God made the vault and separated the water under the vault from the water above 
it. And it was so. 8 God called the vault “sky.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the second day.
9 And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered waters he 
called “seas.” And God saw that it was good.
11 Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.” And it was so. 12 The 
land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there 
was evening, and there was morning—the third day.
14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark sacred times, and days and years, 15 and let 
them be lights in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made two great lights—the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the 
night. He also made the stars. 17 God set them in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth, 18 to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God 
saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening, and there was morning—the fourth day.
20 And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the vault of the sky.” 21 So God created the great creatures of the sea and every 
living thing with which the water teems and that moves about in it, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God 
blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.” 23 And there was evening, and there was 
morning—the fifth day.
24 And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: the livestock, the creatures that move along the ground, and the wild animals, each according to 
its kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according to 
their kinds. And God saw that it was good.
26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild 
animals,[a] and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”
27 So God created mankind in his own image,

in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.

28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living 
creature that moves on the ground.”
29 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to all the 
beasts of the earth and all the birds in the sky and all the creatures that move along the ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food.” 
And it was so.
31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26a


Genesis 2
1. ‘Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all 

their vast array. 2 By the seventh day God had finished the 
work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested 
from all his work. 3 Then God blessed the seventh day and 
made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of 
creating that he had done.’ (Genesis 2: 1-3)

2. ‘Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the 
ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and 
the man became a living being.’ (Genesis 2:7)

3. ‘The Lord God took the man and placed him in the Garden 
of Eden to work it and take care of it.’ (Genesis 2:15)

4. ‘And the Lord God commanded the man, “you are free to 
eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you 
eat from it you will certainly die.”’ (Genesis 2: 16-17)

5. ‘Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib that he 
had taken out of the man…’ (Genesis 2: 22)

Lesson 2 – Creation



Genesis 3
Adam and Eve betray God:

• ‘Then the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good…she 
took some of it and ate it. She also gave some to her 
husband…’ (Genesis 3: 6-7)

• “I will make your pains in childbearing very severe; with painful 
labour you will give birth to children.” 17 To Adam he said, 
“Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree 
about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat from 
it,’…“Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful 
toil you will eat food from it all the days of your life. (Genesis 3: 
16-17)

• ‘So the Lord God banished him from the Garden of Eden…’ 
(Genesis 3: 23)

Lesson 2 – Creation

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IKuL00eBSFA


How can the biblical account of creation be understood 
in different ways?

Lesson 2 – Creation

Literalists:

They believe that the world was 
created exactly as it is in the Bible 
because the Bible is the word of 
God and therefore has ultimate 
authority as God is the omnipotent 
creator. 

Young Earth Creationists believe 
that the world was created in six 
days around 10,000 years ago.

Metaphorical:

They believe that the Bible was a 
story to be used as guidance 
rather than the literal word of 
God. 

Some metaphorical Christians 
believe that God could be 
considered the ‘initial spark’ of 
the Big Bang. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R9uhE4CT2xM


Higher Level – Trinity in Creation
Gospel of John – New 
Testament

The Gospel of John is 
written in a theological
style. This means that it is 
written with reference to 
symbolism, metaphors and 
with great knowledge of 
the other books in the 
Bible. 

It can be very 
complicated to 
understand. BUT we can 
do it!

Lesson 2 – Creation

‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.’ (John 1:1)

Through him [the Word] all things were made…In him was life…’ (John 
1: 3-4)

‘The Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.’ (Genesis 1:2)

The ‘Word’ is Jesus/God. We know this because later John says that ‘the 
Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.’ This is in reference to 
Jesus coming to earth, therefore Jesus has always existed.

This shows that through God the Father and God the Son, all life is created.

Shows that the Spirit of God has always existed in the same way that the 
Father and Son have. Spirit in Hebrew means ‘breath’



Why is creation important to Christians today?

• It teaches Christians:

• That they are loved by God as he gives them 
everything that they need to live ‘I give you every 
seed-bearing plant…’ (Genesis 1:29) this shows 
God’s omni-benevolence.

• They are taught how the relationship between 
God and humans was damaged and why God sent 
a part of himself to earth. 

• It shows what happens when humans misuse 
their free will ‘for dust you are and to dust you 
will return.’ (Genesis 3: 19)

• Christians are given a responsibility to look after 
creation as stewards – more info on next slide.

Lesson 2 – Creation

B) Explain two reasons that 
creation is important to 
Christians. (4 marks)



Relationship between humans and creation…

• God gave humans responsibility to care for the world, this is called STEWARDSHIP –
‘Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may 
rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild 
animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” (Genesis 1: 26)

• God tells Christians that they should be ‘fruitful and multiply.’ They should care for the 
world so that they can fill it with other Christians how will care for it.

Lesson 2 – Creation

Therefore Christians try to look after the world 
through:
1. Conservation
2. Supporting animal rights
3. Sharing resources fairly
4. Reducing pollution

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwtbT-x75PI


Exam Technique

A) Outline three Christian beliefs about creation. (3 marks)

Give three full sentences.

D) ‘A Christian should believe that the world was created in seven days.’ Evaluate this 
statement considering arguments for and against. In your response you should:

• Refer to Christian teachings

• Refer to different Christian views

• Reach a justified conclusion. (12 marks)

Lesson 2 – Creation

Use the D 
question 
planners!



Learning Milestones:

 To describe the key events of creation with reference to Genesis.
 To explain the difference between literalist and metaphorical 

interpretations of the Bible.
 To explain the importance of creation for Christians today 

including stewardship.

Lesson 2 – Creation
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DO NOW: Date and 
title.

What does creation 
teach humans?

TITLE: The Incarnation

STRETCH: Explain the 
meaning of 
‘rule over the fish in 
the sea and the birds 
in the sky,’ (Genesis)

Lesson 3 – The Incarnation 



Learning Milestones:

 To describe the meaning of the incarnation.
 To explain how the incarnation is shown in the Bible.

 To explain the importance of the incarnation to Christians today.

Lesson 3 – The Incarnation 
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What is the incarnation?

• The belief that Jesus 
Christ is the son of 
God, who came down 
to earth to live as a 
man from around 5BCE 
to around 33BCE.

• The word incarnation 
means to take on flesh 
or to become flesh. 
God becomes a human 
through Jesus.

Lesson 3 – The Incarnation 



Jesus, the incarnate Son of God

Christians believe that when Adam and Eve 
disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden they broke 
the previously perfect relationship between God 
and humankind. This meant that before the 
incarnation, it was only possible to have a partial 
relationship with God. 

However, through the incarnation (which led to the 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus) the power of 
sin was cancelled so that it became possible for 
humans to have a full relationship with God and go 
to heaven and hell. 

Lesson 3 – The Incarnation 



Matthew’s Gospel

• It tells how Mary became pregnant and 
how Joseph was told by an angel that 
the baby was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit and that the child was to be called 
Jesus because he would save the people 
from their sins.

• ‘This is how the birth of Jesus the 
Messiah came about: His mother Mary 
was pledged to be married to Joseph, 
but before they came together, she was 
found to be pregnant through the Holy 
Spirit.’ (Matthew 1: 18)

• ‘“She will give birth to a son, and you 
are to give him the name Jesus, because 
he will save his people from their sins.”’ 
(Matthew 1: 21)

Lesson 3 – The Incarnation 

The event in which Mary is told that she will give birth to the 
Son of God is called the annunciation. 

As the only Son of God, most Christians believe that Jesus 
did not have a normal conception, this is called the 
miraculous conception but he did have a normal birth. 
Because Jesus’ father was God, his mother, Mary, was a 
virgin when Jesus was born. 

Christians believe Jesus was God in human from this means 
he had two natures: 

1. A human nature as he was a born human.

2. A divine nature as his conception is a miracle. 

Therefore he was both fully human and fully God.

TASK - Why is it important that Jesus is both fully 
human and fully divine? HINT think about the 
nature of God.



John’s Gospel
John’s gospel records the incarnation in a theological way 
(theological means academic study of God) rather than in 
story form. He identifies Jesus as the Word of God and 
begins his Gospels at the beginning of the universe:

‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. (John 1:1)

John then goes on to say that the Word made everything 
that is and is the light and life of the world. After this 
clear description of the second person of the Trinity, John 
continues:

‘The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only 
who came from the Father full of grace and truth. (John 
1:14)

Lesson 3 – The Incarnation 

TASK – what does John’s 
gospel tell us about Jesus’ 
nature? HINT refer to 
knowledge on the trinity!



1 Timothy 3: 16
‘Beyond all question, the mystery from which true godliness springs is great:

He appeared in the flesh,
was vindicated by the Spirit,

was seen by angels,
was preached among the nations,
was believed on in the world,

was taken up in glory.’

Lesson 3 – The Incarnation 

TASK – take this quote a break it down into important 
parts.

LOWER: Highlight the key parts of the quote.
MEDIUM: Describe the important parts of the quote.
HIGHER: Explain what the quote teaches Christians.

Feedback – ‘mystery’ suggests 
that humans cannot/do not 
need to understand all of the 
incarnation because it is beyond 
us! We do not need to know 
God’s reasoning. 



Importance of the incarnation to Christians
• The incarnation is important because it teaches 

Christians:
1. That God sent part of himself to earth to restore 

the relationship that was broken by Adam and 
Eve. This shows his omni-benevolence as Jesus 
dies on the cross to save humanity from their sins. 

2. That Jesus is both fully human and fully divine 
through the miraculous conception. He was born 
of a woman (making him human) but was 
conceived by God (making him part of God). 

3. Finally, they learnt that Jesus learnt to live as 
humans and this made him more compassionate 
towards them because he could identify with 
their suffering. 

Lesson 3 – The Incarnation 



Exam Technique

A) Outline three Christian beliefs about Jesus. (3 marks)

Give three full sentences.

C) Explain two reasons that the incarnation is important to Christians. In your answer you 
must refer to a source of wisdom and authority. (5 marks)

Lesson 3 – The Incarnation 

Source of 
wisdom and 
authority = 

a quote.



Learning Milestones:

 To describe the meaning of the incarnation.
 To explain how the incarnation is shown in the Bible.

 To explain the importance of the incarnation to Christians today.

Lesson 3 – The Incarnation 
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TITLE: The Last Days of Jesus
DO NOW: Mind map 
any Bible stories 
about Jesus that you 
know.

Lesson 4 – The Last Days of Jesus

STRETCH!! When do 
Christians celebrate 
the last days of Jesus?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vx9MS2WDXew


Learning Milestones:

 To describe the events of the last days of Jesus.
 To quote Luke’s gospel when describing the last days of Jesus.
 To explain what these events teaches Christians about the 

significance of Jesus.

Lesson 4 – The Last Days of Jesus
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The Last Days of Jesus
• The last days of Jesus 

are referred to as Easter 
by Christians. This 
includes the following 
events:

1. The Last Supper and 
the prophecy of 
betrayal

2. Jesus’ betrayal, arrest 
and trial

3. The Crucifixion 

4. Jesus’ resurrection

5. Jesus’ ascension

Lesson 4 – The Last Days of Jesus

TASK – On the next six pages you 
will see the story of the last days 
of Jesus.

You must create a timeline about:
• The event taking place
• The significance of the event
• Keywords (you must find a 

definition)
• AT LEAST one quotation

STRETCH!! 
Explain the 
meaning of the 
quotations.

CHALLENGE: Access the full story in Luke’s 
Gospel by clicking this box! Luke 22-24

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+22&version=NIV


1. The Last Supper and betrayal

Lesson 4 – The Last Days of Jesus

The Event: The Last Supper and betrayal
• The night before his crucifixion (Maundy Thursday), Jesus shared a 

final meal with his disciples, which is known as the Last Supper.

• According to the Luke, the meal took place in the Upper Room in 
Jerusalem and Jesus prophesised that one of the disciples would 
betray him. This was in reference to Judas, Jesus knows what is in 
his heart. Then at the end of the meal, Jesus took bread, gave 
thanks and broke it, and gave it to them saying ‘This is my body 
given for you, do this in remembrance of me’ (Luke 22:19)

• Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, 
‘Drink from it, all of you. This is the new covenant in my blood 
which is poured out for you.’ (Luke 22:20)

• After this, Jesus and his disciples had a discussion about greatness 
in which Jesus taught that in his kingdom the greatest would be the 
one who served. Jesus then prophesied that Peter would deny him 
three times before the cock crowed. 

• Jesus and his disciples then went to the Mount of Olives and Jesus 
moved away from the disciples to pray. He prayed for God to ‘take 
this cup from me, yet not my will but yours be done’ (the cup being 
his crucifixion). Then Jesus returned to the disciples and found 
them asleep. 

Significance:
1. The Last Supper teaches Christians how 

to pray by taking the Eucharist 
(breaking the bread and drinking the 
wine). Catholics believe in 
transubstantiation which is where the 
wine and bread literally become the 
body and blood of Christ. They do this 
to remember his sacrifice. 

2. Secondly, this event shows that Jesus is 
fully divine as he prophesises that he 
will be betrayed, this shows his 
omniscience. 

Keywords:
• Eucharist
• Covenant
• Prophecy

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=997ni1xcmKw


2. Jesus’ betrayal, arrest and trial

Lesson 4 – The Last Days of Jesus

The Event: Betrayal and arrest

As Jesus talked to the disciples, Judas arrived with the chief priest and the 
temple guard. Jesus is then betrayed with a kiss: ‘He approached Jesus to kiss 
him, but Jesus asked him, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a 
kiss?” (Luke 22: 47-48) This shows how Jesus is betrayed by what is usually an 
act of compassion.

Jesus’ followers wanted to fight, but Jesus told them to put their swords 
away. However, one of his followers struck a servant of the High Priest and 
cut off his ear, but Jesus healed it and ordered there to no violence: ‘But Jesus 
answered, “No more of this!” And he touched the man’s ear and healed him.’ 
(Luke 22: 51) Jesus did not want violence because he is peaceful and loving. 

Jesus was led away to the house of the High Priest. Peter followed, but when 
he was asked, three times, if he was a follower of Jesus he denied it, then 
wept bitterly when the cock crowed: ‘Then Peter remembered the word the 
Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me 
three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly’ (Luke 22: 61-62). This 
shows Jesus’ divine nature as he is omniscient, all of his prophecies have 
come true.

Significance
1. Jesus show his compassion and omni-

benevolence by not resisting arrest and 
not allowing violence. He continues to 
not want anyone to be harmed even 
though he is being treated unfairly.

2. We can again see Jesus’ divine nature as 
everything that he predicted at the Last 
Supper has come true. Keywords:

• Betrayal
• Prophecy
• Divine



2. Jesus’ betrayal, arrest and trial

Lesson 4 – The Last Days of Jesus

The Event: The trial

Jesus was then taken for trial by the Jewish Council known as the 
Sanhedrin (Jewish leaders) who condemned him for claiming to be ‘the 
Christ, the Son of God’ which they regarded as blasphemy. Blasphemy 
breaks the first of the 10 Commandments: ‘“You shall have no other 
gods before me.”’ (Exodus 20: 3)

Early the next morning, Jesus was taken before a Roman governor, 
Pontius Pilate, and accused by the Sanhedrim leaders of claiming to be 
King of the Jews. Pilate then tried him for treason but could not find 
guilty of the charges: ‘“What crime has this man committed? I have 
found in him no grounds for the death penalty. Therefore I will have him 
punished and then release him.”’ (Luke 23: 22) and so Pilate offered to 
release either Jesus or a Jewish murderer, Barabbas. The crowd chose 
Barabbas and Jesus was condemned to crucifixion: ‘“they kept shouting, 
“Crucify him! Crucify him!”’ (Luke 23: 21) NOTE: Pilate was there to 
keep the peace, he had to do what the people demanded.

The soldiers guarding Jesus put a crown of thorns on his head and 
mocked him as a pretend King, although in Luke’s Gospel it is the 
soldiers of the Sanhedrin who mock Jesus before he is taken to Pilate. 

Significance
1. Jesus shows his forgiveness by allowing himself 

to be wrongfully accused of blasphemy. 
2. Jesus shows grace (undeserved love) to 

humanity.
3. The story shows how humans are fallible 

(capable of making mistakes or being wrong).

Keywords:
• Sanhedrin
• Blasphemy
• Grace

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rs-nHYYmors


3. The Crucifixion
Lesson 4 – The Last Days of Jesus

The Event: The Crucifixion

The four gospels all agree that Jesus was crucified on a Friday 
(Good Friday) and that Simon of Cyrene carried the cross for Jesus. 
The Gospels agree that a robber was crucified on either side of 
Jesus, one of them asks Jesus to save them: ‘One of the criminals 
who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? 
Save yourself and us!”’ Whilst the other asks for forgiveness and 
Jesus tells him: ‘Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will 
be with me in paradise.”’ This shows Christians that the act of 
crucifixion will restore the broken relationship between God and 
humanity. 

A sign above Jesus said he was King of the Jews (INRI) and that the 
bystanders mocked Jesus and challenged him to come down from 
the cross. As he was being crucified, Jesus said: ‘Father forgive 
them, for they do not know what they are doing.’ (Luke 23:34)

The crucifixion lasted just over three hours: ‘it was now about noon, 
and darkness came over the whole land until three in the 
afternoon, for the sun stopped shining…’ before Jesus cried out, 
‘Father into your hands I commit my spirit.’ Then Jesus died in 
agony. The centurion of the guard said ‘Surely this was a righteous 
man.’ 

Significance
1. Jesus shows his forgiveness to humanity when he 

says ‘forgive them Father.’
2. Jesus shows the trinity by speaking directly to God 

the Father.
3. Jesus shows that the relationship will be restored 

as he says that he will be in ‘paradise’. (Remember, 
he is not only God, he is fully human too).

4. Pathetic fallacy shows that the ‘light of the world’ 
(Jesus) has left as darkness takes over. This is also a 
miraculous event as it is around 3pm when it gets 
dark.

Keywords:
• Crucifixion
• Forgiveness 
• Benevolence
• Righteous

WARNING! Some shocking scenes in clip!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nlALmOx8Sk0


4. Jesus’ resurrection
Lesson 4 – The Last Days of Jesus

The Event: The resurrection

A member of the Sanhedrin, Joseph of Arimathea, asked Pilate for 
permission to bury Jesus’ body in a tomb. This shows that people have 
realised that they have done something wrong. 

Early on the Sunday morning Jesus’ women followers went to anoint 
the body with spices. However, when the women entered the tomb, 
they found it empty: ‘They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 
but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.’ 
(Luke 24: 2-3) Two men then appeared in gleaming clothes and told the 
women that Jesus had risen: “Why do you look for the living among the 
dead?”’ (Luke 24: 5) The women then told the disciples, who came and 
saw the empty tomb.

Luke says Jesus then appeared to two disciples (not from the twelve) 
travelling to a village near Jerusalem called Emmaus. They did not 
realise it was Jesus until he broke bread with them and then 
disappeared: ‘Then their eyes were opened and they recognized 
him, and he disappeared from their sight.’ (Luke 24: 31) They returned 
to Jerusalem and told the eleven disciples what had happened and as 
they were talking, Jesus appeared to them and showed them his hands 
and feet and let them touch them: ‘Look at my hands and my feet. It is I 
myself!’ (Luke 24: 39)

Significance
1. Jesus resurrection proves that he is both fully 

human and fully divine. He has died as a 
human and he has been resurrected as a God. 

2. Jesus goes back to his people to show them 
that the relationship has been restored. 

3. Jesus wounds show how he has suffered as a 
human. 

Keywords:
• Resurrection
• Suffering

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8YlzWPPiH4A


5. The Ascension
Lesson 4 – The Last Days of Jesus

The Event: The ascension

St Luke records that 40 days after his resurrection, Jesus told his 
remaining disciples to stay in Jerusalem where they would receive the 
power of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus teaches them everything that they need to know about the 
scriptures so that they can pass on the message to everyone. He explains 
that the prophecy from the Old Testament has been fulfilled and that the 
disciples must continue to show everyone that gains forgiveness through 
Jesus. This will allow everyone to go to Heaven. 

‘Then he opened their minds so they could understand the 
Scriptures. He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will 
suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning 
at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. I am going to send you 
what my Father has promised.”’ (Luke 24: 45-49)

Then he was taken up from them into a cloud and two men in white 
appeared and told them that Jesus had been taken into heaven (Acts 1:4-
11). This is known as the ascension. Christians believe that the ascension 
removed Jesus from the limitations of human flesh and allowed him to 
be present with his followers wherever they were. 

Significance
1. Jesus teaches his disciples the message of 

God and the scriptures so that Christians 
would be able to access Heaven. 

2. Jesus shows that the prophecy has been 
fulfilled and the relationship has been 
restored.

3. Jesus’ ascension shows that the gateway to 
Heaven is open and that everyone can join 
him in paradise if they ask for forgiveness of 
their sins. 

4. Jesus tells the disciples that the Holy Spirit 
will remain on earth to guide Christians. 

Keywords:
• Ascension
• Forgiveness
• Holy Spirit
• Heaven

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UcFw8pLBSIo


Exam Technique

A) Outline three events in the last days of Jesus. (3 marks)

Three full sentences.

One event…

Another event…

A final event…

D) ‘Jesus’ crucifixion was the most important event in history.’ Evaluate the statement 
considering arguments for and against. In your response you should:

• Refer to Christian teachings

• Reach a justified conclusion (12 marks)

Use the D 
question 
planners.

Lesson 4 – The Last Days of Jesus



Learning Milestones:

 To describe the events of the last days of Jesus.
 To quote Luke’s gospel when describing the last days of Jesus.
 To explain what these events teaches Christians about the 

significance of Jesus.

Lesson 4 – The Last Days of Jesus
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TITLE: Salvation and Atonement

DO NOW: Date and title.

Outline the key events of 
the last days of Jesus.

Lesson 5 – Salvation

STRETCH!! C) Explain two 
reasons that the last days 
of Jesus are important to 
Christians. In your answer 
you must refer to a 
source of wisdom and 
authority. (5 marks)



Learning Milestones:

 To define the key terms of law, sin, grace. 
 To explain the importance of salvation and atonement to 

Christians.
 To describe divergent views on how to achieve salvation.

Lesson 5 – Salvation
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Keywords
• Atonement –the action of resorting a relationship; in Christianity, Jesus’ death and 

resurrection restores the relationship between God and humanity. Consider it as ‘at-one-
ment’ = to be at-one with God. 

• Grace – Undeserved love.

• Law – guidelines on how people should behave – Christianity  10 Commandments.

• Repentance – to say sorry for doing something wrong and not doing it again. 

• Salvation – being saved from sin and the consequences (hell) therefore, going to heaven.

• Sin – any action that separates humans from God, usually by disobeying God’s laws.

Lesson 5 – Salvation



What is salvation?

Watch the clip and take notes 

Lesson 5 – Salvation

Sin is an action that breaks God’s law. Sin makes it difficult to 
have a relationship with God because sin separates a person 
from God. Sin can be:

1. Original sin – what does this mean?

Inherited from the actions of Adam and Eve. Most Christians 
believe when Adam and Eve disobeyed God in the Garden of 
Eden (Genesis 3) they broke the perfect relationship between 
humans and God and as a result everyone is born with original 
sin.

2. Personal sin – the consequence of a person’s own actions.

Many Christians believe those who die with unforgiven sins will 
not go to heaven. 

Salvation means being saved from sin, Christians believe 
salvation is essential to have a relationship with God while on 
earth, and to have eternal life with God in heaven after death.  

Task: answer the 
following questions 
using the information.
1. What is a sin?
2. What is the difference 

between original sin 
and personal sin?

3. What is salvation and 
why is it good for 
humans?

STRETCH! Where do you 
think people go with 
unforgiven sins if they 
do not go to heaven?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e-71IaDiUkY


1. Sin

2. Salvation

3. Torah

4. Grace

5. Atonement

6. Reconciliation

7. Sacrament

A. An outward ceremony through which God’s grace is given.

B. Bringing together people who were opposed to each 
other.

C. An act against God’s will

D. The act of delivering from sin/ saving from evil

E. Reconciliation between God and humans

F. The books of Moses (including Genesis) – the holy book of 
Judaism

G. God’s undeserved love which gives the strength to be good 
and holy

Lesson 5 – Salvation

Mix and 
Match!



1. Sin

2. Salvation

3. Torah

4. Grace

5. Atonement

6. Reconciliation

7. Sacrament

A. An outward ceremony through which God’s grace is given.

B. Bringing together people who were opposed to each 
other.

C. An act against God’s will

D. The act of delivering from sin/ saving from evil

E. Reconciliation between God and humans

F. The books of Moses (including Genesis) – the holy book of 
Judaism

G. God’s undeserved love which gives the strength to be good 
and holy

Lesson 5 – Salvation



What is atonement?

• The aim for all Christians is to be in God’s 
light/love for all eternity – this is possible 
in Heaven. 

• Christians believe that, because Jesus died 
and saved humanity from their sins, the 
relationship was restored. 

• This is called atonement – the act of being 
‘at-one’ with God. 

• Christians believe that Jesus died as an act 
of love to save humanity, even though 
humanity did not deserve this. 

• TASK - what kind of love does this show?

Lesson 5 – Salvation

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9bhmSSQ94RU


Using a source of wisdom and authority

QUOTE

‘For God did not send his Son into 
the world to condemn the world, 
but to save the world through him.’ 
(John 3:17) 

Lesson 5 – Salvation

QUOTE

‘Salvation is found in no one else, 
for there is no other name under 
heaven given to men by which we 
must be saved.’ (Acts 4:12)

Explain the quote:

This means that….

Explain the quote:

This means that….



Divergent views on how to achieve salvation
Task – Complete the table to explain how different Christian believe that they can be saved 
from sin.

Lesson 5 – Salvation

Denomination – Roman 
Catholic or Protestant?

What must they do? Explain how this atones for their sins.



Priest 1 - Sacrament of baptism and confirmation

I am a Roman Catholic Priest and believe you can 
receive the salvation offered by Jesus’ death by:

Receiving the sacraments of baptism and 
confirmation.

This means the religious rite of sprinkling water 
on to a person's forehead or of immersing them 
in water, symbolizing purification or regeneration 
and admission to the Christian Church.

Lesson 5 – Salvation



Priest 2 - Sacrament of confession.

I am a Roman Catholic priest and believe you can 
receive the salvation offered by Jesus’ death by:

Receiving the sacrament of confession – this means to 
truly say sorry for the sins you have committed to a 
priest and ask for forgiveness. It usually happens in a 
confession box where your face is hidden.

My God, I am sorry for my sins with all of my heart. In choosing to 
do wrong and failing to do good, I have sinned
against you whom I should love above all things. I firmly intend, 
with your help, to do penance, to sin no more, and to
avoid whatever leads me to sin. Our Saviour Jesus Christ suffered 
and died for us. In his name, my God have mercy.
Amen.

Lesson 5 – Salvation



Priest 3 - Sacrament of the Eucharist

I am a Roman Catholic priest and believe you can 
receive the salvation offered by Jesus’ death by:

Receiving the sacrament of the Eucharist (Holy 
Communion). This means the bread and wine 
symbolise Jesus and Jesus is holy and pure. So 
when you eat and drink it is like you are eating 
and drinking Jesus so you are now pure. 

They do this because Jesus taught them to during 
the Last Supper, therefore it remembers Jesus’ 
sacrifice. 

Lesson 5 – Salvation



Priest 4 - Leading a Christian Life

I am a Roman Catholic priest and believe you can 
receive the salvation offered by Jesus’ death by:

Leading a Christian life. For example:

1. Follow Jesus' example at all times . Follow 
Jesus' (the Son of God) greatest 
commandments: "Love the Lord your God 
with your whole heart, mind, body and soul" 
and "Love your neighbour as yourself.“

2. READ and DO what the Bible says - ‘Do not 
merely listen to the word, and so deceive 
yourselves. Do what it says.’ (James 1:22)

Lesson 5 – Salvation

http://www.wikihow.com/Study-the-Bible
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiPqKWPht3PAhVD2hoKHQHcCk0QjRwIBw&url=https://twitter.com/thedotcotton_&bvm=bv.135974163,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNF3sG6mg-7p_WmCB73XM8gaN5nlwg&ust=1476629074680045


Priest 5 – Accept Jesus as Lord and Saviour
I am Protestant priest and believe that salvation 
comes through a personal acceptance of Jesus 
Lord and Saviour. 

To do this you must:

1. Understand God’s nature = the holy trinity.

2. Understand God’s plan for humanity.

3. Understand the life of Jesus.

4. Admit you have sinned.

5. Admit Jesus as your saviour.

6. Ask for and receive the holy spirit.

7. Talk to God and be baptised. 

Lesson 5 – Salvation



Why is salvation important?

1. Christians believe that Jesus’ death allows 
humans to have eternal life with God in 
Heaven. 

2. Christians have a moral duty to live their 
lives as Jesus lived his, in a loving way. ‘I 
have set you an example that you should 
do as I have done for you.’ (John 13: 15)

3. They also must follow God’s laws set out 
in Torah – most importantly the 10 
Commandments.

4. God and humanity can have their loving 
relationship restored. Christians should 
regularly repent for any wrongdoing. 

Lesson 5 – Salvation

TASK – B) explain two reasons why 
salvation is important to Christians 
today. (4 marks)



Exam Technique

A) Outline three features of salvation for Christians. (3 marks)

C) Explain two divergent Christian views on how to achieve salvation. In your answer you 
should refer to a source of wisdom and authority. (5 marks)

Divergent 
= Different

Lesson 5 – Salvation



Learning Milestones:

 To define the key terms of law, sin, grace.
 To explain the importance of salvation and atonement to 

Christians.
 To describe divergent views on how to achieve salvation.

Lesson 5 – Salvation
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DO NOW: Date 
and title.

What do you 
think happens 
when you die?

TITLE: Christian Eschatology

STRETCH!! 
What evidence 
do you have 
for this view?

Lesson 6 – Eschatology



Learning Milestones:

 To outline the key Christian beliefs about the afterlife.
 To describe heaven, hell, judgement day, purgatory and 

resurrection using scripture.
 To explain the importance of the afterlife to Christians today.

Lesson 6 – Eschatology
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What is eschatology?

The word eschaton means ‘end’ and ology
means ‘study’ therefore eschatology is the 
study of the end. 

This refers to religious beliefs about death, 
judgement and life after death. All 
Christians believe that this life is not all 
there is. 

They believe God will reward the good and 
punish the bad in some form of life after 
death. However, there are different 
attitudes in Christianity about the nature of 
life after death.

Lesson 6 – Eschatology



Key Word Mix & Match

1. Resurrection
2. Heaven
3. Hell
4. Immortality of the 

soul
5. Day of Judgement
6. Purgatory
7. Universalism

A. The idea that the soul lives on after the death of 
the body

B. A place of horrors where Satan rules
C. A place of paradise in the presence of God
D. The belief that after death, the body stays in the 

grave until the end of the world when it is raised
E. The belief that because of the love and mercy of 

God everyone will go to heaven.
F. A place where the souls of the dead are cleansed 

and prepared for heaven. Catholic ONLY
G. Time when God assesses a person’s life and 

actions.

Lesson 6 – Eschatology



Key Word Mix & Match - Answers

1. Resurrection
2. Heaven
3. Hell
4. Immortality of the 

soul
5. Day of Judgement
6. Purgatory
7. Universalism

D. The belief that after death, the body stays in the 
grave until the end of the world when it is raised.
C. A place of paradise in the presence of God
B. A place of horrors where Satan rules
A. The idea that the soul lives on after the death of 
the body
G. Time when God assesses a person’s life and 
actions.
F. A place where the souls of the dead are cleansed 
and prepared for heaven. Catholic ONLY
E. The belief that because of the love and mercy of 
God everyone will go to heaven.

Lesson 6 – Eschatology



Watch the clip and in the back of your 
book or whiteboard – think of this:
• Is death the final adventure? 

• What are your beliefs on life after 
death? 

• What do they think happens after 
death if you are not religious?

Lesson 6 – Eschatology

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z3t4wmn


TASK - Complete the worksheet to understand different beliefs of eschatology! 

Belief Explanation Evidence/ Scripture

STRETCH – which do you think is the most believable? Give reasons for your view.

Do not forget the STRETCH!

Lesson 6 – Eschatology

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yJC_iH9ARJk


Heaven

• Some think it is a physical place.

• Other think it is spiritually united with God.

• The Bible teaches it is a place of everlasting 
peace and joy.

• Some denominations say that you must 
believe in Jesus. 

• It is never clearly described in the Bible.

‘He will wipe every 
tear from their eyes. 
There will be no more 
death or mourning or 
crying or pain…’ 
(Revelation 21:1-4)

Lesson 6 – Eschatology



Hell

• Place of punishment and 
separation from God. 

• Modern Christian 
teachings suggest that it 
is a place without God’s 
light/love.

• Some do not believe in it.

• Descriptions of hell are 
not detailed in the Bible.

• AO2 – Does the quote 
suggest universalism?

‘He will punish those 
who do not know God 
and do not obey the 
gospel of our Lord 
Jesus.’ 
(2 Thessalonians 1)

Lesson 6 – Eschatology



Purgatory
• From Latin, ‘make clean’
• Catholic Church
• Souls go to be purified until they are made clean 

from their sins.
• You cannot go to heaven once you’re in purgatory. 

It just takes some souls longer.

‘after death they undergo 
purification’ (Catechism 
of the Catholic Church)

Lesson 6 – Eschatology

Dante tells the story in his epic poem 
– ‘Purgatorio’
He was excommunicated (kicked out) 
of the Catholic Church for his 
description.



Judgement Day

• God is just, fair and 
merciful.

• God is omniscient and 
therefore knows what is 
in their heart.

• God will judge all 
according to how they 
lived their lives on 
earth. 

• Second Coming is when 
Jesus will return and 
establish God’s 
kingdom.

‘the dead were 
judged according 
to what they had 
done.’ 
(Revelation 
20:12)

Lesson 6 – Eschatology



Resurrection
• As Jesus rose from the dead they can expect to do the 

same.

• Evidence for this is in the Bible – ‘“why do you look for 
the living among the dead?”’ (Luke 24: 5)

• At the end of time God will raise bodies to life again like 
Jesus.

• The physical body dies but a resurrected body goes on 
forever.

‘if the earthly tent we 
live in is destroyed, we 
have a building from 
God, an eternal house 
in heaven’ (2 
Corinthians)

Lesson 6 – Eschatology



Importance of eschatology
• Eschatology teaches Christians that 

their actions on earth will be judged 
and the consequence will be either 
heaven or hell.

• Jesus told Christians that those that 
follow him will have eternal life with 
him in paradise. 

• Heaven is a reward for the faithful.

• Eschatology offers hope for the future, 
especially for those that are suffering 
on earth. 

• Heaven is eternal life with the light of 
God.

Lesson 6 – Eschatology

TASK – do you think heaven is a good 
enough reward if you have suffered your 
whole life on earth? Give a reason for 
your answer.

STRETCH!! Use a source of wisdom and 
authority.



Exam Technique

B) Describe two differences between Christian beliefs on eschatology. (4 marks) 

HINT! Refer to purgatory.

D) ‘The only reason to be good is to go to heaven.’ Evaluate the statement considering 
arguments for and against. In your response you should:

• Refer to Christian teachings

• Refer to divergent Christian views

• Refer to non-religious teachings

• Reach justified conclusion. (12 marks)

Use the D 
question 
planners!

Lesson 6 – Eschatology



EXTRA READING! Dante’s Divine Comedy
• Dante wrote three epic poems about eschatology. 

• They are called, Inferno (Hell), Purgatorio (Purgatory) and Paradiso
(Heaven).

• The Church at the time did not accept these books and banned 
them, Dante was punished severely.

• Do not use Dante’s descriptions as Christian views!

• It can be argued that Dante was not of sound mind when writing as 
he literally did believe what he had written. 

• Regardless, Dante gives a clear description of all three locations 
that are useful when imagining another world.

Lesson 6 – Eschatology

TASK – Research the 
Divine Comedy and 
outline the story. 
STRETCH!! Take some 
quotes from each of the 
Comedies. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EE5ihycCq54
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WgXwBKjHMDQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JQgNdynxFY0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YbCEWSip9pQ


Learning Milestones:

 To outline the key Christian beliefs about the afterlife.
 To describe heaven, hell, judgement day, purgatory and 

resurrection using scripture.
 To explain the importance of the afterlife to Christians today.

Lesson 6 – Eschatology
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DO NOW: Date and title 
underlined in your book.

Mind map/bullet point
examples of evil actions.

STRETCH!! Read the 
picture, what does this 
mean?

TITLE: Evil and Suffering
Lesson 7 – The Problem of Evil



Learning Milestones:

 To outline the difference between natural and moral evil.
 To explain the inconsistent triad with reference to God’s nature.
 To explain how the inconsistent triad can cause people to lose 

their faith.

Lesson 7 – The Problem of Evil
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What is evil?

• There are two types of evil in the world.

• Natural evil – events out of human control, eg. 
Natural disasters

• Moral evil – events in humans control, eg. murder

TASK: Explain the two types of evil. 

One type of evil is…for example…this means that…

Another type of evil is…for example…this means that…

Lesson 7 – The Problem of Evil



What is the nature of God?
• Christians believe that God is all-loving, all-powerful and all-knowing. 

• This is called the God of classical theism

• The Bible tells us that – ‘The Lord works righteousness and justice for all the oppressed.’ 
(Psalm 103: 6)

• Why would evil be a problem for this idea?

TASK – What does the quote mean?

LOWER: Highlight the keywords in the 
quote.
MEDIUM: Describe the meaning of the 
quote in your own words.
HIGHER: Explain the meaning of the 
quotation using PEE.
CHALLENGE: Explain the meaning of the 
quote and link to another source of wisdom 
and authority.

Lesson 7 – The Problem of Evil

All-lovingAll-knowing

All-powerful

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSZiUDgKzAU


The Inconsistent Triad

Evil

All-loving

All-knowingAll-powerful

ANSWER = God cannot be the God of classical theism.

So what does this tell us about God?

TASK: What is the inconsistent 
triad?

LOWER: Use full sentences to 
describe your idea
MEDIUM: Use PEE structure
HIGHER: Develop your PEE by using 
‘therefore’

Lesson 7 – The Problem of Evil

• God is supposed to be benevolent and 
omnipotent.

• If god is benevolent he would want to 
remove evil

• If God is omnipotent he would be able to 
remove evil.

• Therefore both God and evil cannot exist 
together, yet evil does exist.

• Therefore God cannot exist.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qJYycge3eFc


Why does the problem of evil cause believers to 
question their faith?

THEOLOGY CHALLENGE: 
Watch the clip and take 
notes – do not worry 
about referencing other 
religions. This is difficult 
so do not worry if you do 
not understand all of it.

Lesson 7 – The Problem of Evil

Questions that a theist (a 
believer) may ask:
1. If God exists but isn’t all-

powerful and all-loving, why 
am I worshipping him?

2. If God is not all-powerful or 
not all-loving, is that a God 
that I want to believe in?

3. If God is all-powerful and all-
loving, why does he allow 
suffering?

4. If God is all-loving, does he 
love murderers?

TASK – Which question do you think is the most 
important? Give a reason for your answer.

STRETCH!! Come up with some questions of your own.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yJC_iH9ARJk


Exam Technique

a) Outline three features of the problem of evil and suffering. (3 marks)

b) Explain two types of evil and suffering. (4 marks)

Lesson 7 – The Problem of Evil



Learning Milestones:

 To outline the difference between natural and moral evil.
 To explain the inconsistent triad with reference to God’s nature.
 To explain how the inconsistent triad can cause people to lose 

their faith.

Lesson 7 – The Problem of Evil
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DO NOW: Date and 
title.

What is the image 
referring to?

TITLE: Solutions to the Problem of Evil

STRETCH!! Why 
does Auschwitz 
cast doubt on 
the nature of 
God?

Lesson 8 – Divergent Solutions to the Problem of Evil



Learning Milestones:

 To identify divergent Christian solutions to the problem of evil 
and suffering and a loving God. 

 To apply biblical scripture to these views.
 To appraise the arguments made by Christians. (AO2)

Lesson 8 – Divergent Solutions to the Problem of Evil
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Why do Christians still believe in God?
• There are a few ways that they make sense of the argument…

• Why would a Christian say that evil exists? Does it have a purpose? 

Purpose 
of evil

Soul making

Test

For balance

So that we can 
learn from our 
mistakes

So that we can 
use our free-
will

Lesson 8 – Divergent Solutions to the Problem of Evil



TASK – Complete the table!
Biblical Solutions Theoretical Solutions Practical Solutions

Details/Quotes Details/Quotes Details/Quotes

Strengths Weaknesses Strengths Weaknesses Strengths Weaknesses

Lesson 8 – Divergent Solutions to the Problem of Evil

STRETCH!! AO2 – appraise the solutions.
WWW - What is good about this solution? 

EBI - What is the problem with this solution? 



STRETCH!! How convincing is this 
story/belief? Would it make you 
believe in God still even if you had 
suffered from evil like the holocaust?

Lesson 8 – Divergent Solutions to the Problem of Evil

• ‘What I feared has come upon me; what I have dreaded has happened to 
me. I have no peace, no quietness. I have no rest, but only turmoil.’ (Job 
3: 25-26)

• ‘The fear of the Lord – that is wisdom, and to shun evil is understanding.’ 
(Job 28: 28)

• ‘I know that you [God] can do all things; no purpose of yours can be 
thwarted.’ (Job 42: 2)

• ‘Save me, O God, for the waters have come up to my neck…I am worn 
out calling for help; my throat is parched. My eyes fail looking for my 
God.’ (Psalms 69: 1 and 3)

• ‘My comfort in my suffering is this; your promise preserves my life.’ 
(Psalm 119: 50)

• ‘My souls faints with a longing for your salvation, but I have put your 
hope in your word.’ (Psalm 119: 81)

• ‘I called to the Lord, who is worthy of praise, and I have been saved from 
my enemies.’ (Psalm 18: 3)

Biblical Solutions to the Problem of Evil – Story of Job

“The Lord giveth and taketh 
away” (Job 42:2)

Teachings:
• Suffering is a part of life
• Christians should praise God even in times 

of need.
• God is love, but sometimes we cannot 

understand God’s plans.
• One day, suffering will come to an end ‘he 

will wipe every tear.’

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GswSg2ohqmA


Theoretical Solutions: free-will
• Evil is a result of free-will.

• Humans had to be given free-will 
so that they could love God 
freely as he does humans.

• Adam and Eve were given free-
will and chose to betray God.

• Humans gained knowledge of 
evil through their own actions: 
by eating the fruit from the Tree 
of Knowledge.

• Evil and suffering is a punishment 
for the betrayal.

• ‘So the Lord God banished him 
from the Garden of Eden to work 
the ground from which he had 
been taken.’ (Genesis 3: 23)

Lesson 8 – Divergent Solutions to the Problem of Evil

High level AO2
• Comes from the Bible and therefore is 

important to literalist Christians.
• If God has set a plan for us, do we still have 

free-will?
• If God knows that we will do something bad, 

why does he let us do it?
• Does God freely love humans if his nature is to 

be ‘omnibenevolent’?
• Why did God create humans knowing that they 

would betray him?
• Why give humans the temptation of the tree if 

you have made them fallible?
• Can a ‘perfect’ God make something 

‘imperfect’?
• If Jesus restored the broken relationship, 

should there still be suffering?



Theoretical Solutions – Vale of Soul-Making

• Evil and suffering exists for humans to 
develop.

• It is through experiencing suffering that 
we know how to be kind to others. For 
example, experiencing poverty/hunger 
should make us more generous.

• Suffering helps humans to develop good 
characteristics.

Lesson 8 – Divergent Solutions to the Problem of Evil

High level AO2

• Feels right to humans that we should learn 
from our own experiences.

• Virtue Ethics (Aristotle) teaches that everyone 
must practice being a good person, it does not 
come naturally.

• Humans are fallible and therefore must try to 
better themselves.

• Could God have made everyone naturally 
good?

• Is there a difference between doing wrong 
and doing evil? Could we learn the same from 
both?

• Why do people who are good still suffer?
• What can suffering teach a baby?



Practical Solutions

• Christians believe that as suffering is a 
part of life, they need to respond to it 
practically, as Jesus did. 

• They should try to develop positive 
qualities. What is an example of this?

• Help make the world a better place, 
eg. Stewardship and ‘love thy 
neighbour.’

• Get involved in their communities 
through charity work. What is an 
example of this?

• Pray for those you cannot pray for 
themselves – intercessory prayer. 

Lesson 8 – Divergent Solutions to the Problem of Evil

High level AO2

• Practical solutions do make a 
difference to some communities.

• It feels right to help others and to 
try and end other people’s suffering.

• Following in the footsteps of Jesus is 
essential to a belief in Christianity.

• This does not end all suffering and 
therefore is not a full solution.

• Prayers go unanswered.
• Prayers are often given after

something bad has happened, eg. 
Natural disasters reliefs.

• This does not change the problem of 
the inconsistent triad.



Non-Religious Views
• They do not accept the God of Classical Theism – they believe that this God cannot 

possibly exist because it logically does not make sense.

• Watch the clip and take notes:

• Watch the clip, what does Stephen Fry believe? 

Lesson 8 – Divergent Solutions to the Problem of Evil

THEOLOGY CHALLENGE: 
The Evil God Hypothesis – Watch the clip, what does Stephen Law suggest? 
NOTE – Stephen Law does not believe in ANY God, he is an atheist.
Appraise his argument:
• What is the strength? 
• What is the weakness?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zuszIfVbXzI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-suvkwNYSQo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7nUnYsBwB5k


Exam Technique

C) Explain two different solutions to the problem of evil and suffering. In your answer you 
must refer to a source of wisdom and authority. (5 marks)

D) ‘There are no solutions to the problem of evil and suffering.’ Evaluate the statement 
considering arguments for and against. In your response you should:

• Refer to Christian teachings

• Refer to divergent Christian views

• Refer to non-religious teachings

• Reach justified conclusion. (12 marks)

Lesson 8 – Divergent Solutions to the Problem of Evil

Use the D 
question 
planners!



Learning Milestones:

 To identify divergent Christian solutions to the problem of evil 
and suffering and a loving God. 

 To apply biblical scripture to these views.
 To appraise the arguments made by Christians. (AO2)

Lesson 8 – Divergent Solutions to the Problem of Evil
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AO2 Top Tips

You should consider –

Historical context

 Would a modern day Christian 

agree?

 Would a historical Christian 

agree?

 Why?

 What is the impact?

 Did this point of view work 200 

years ago?

 Does it still work now?

Scripture vs. Catechism/Encyclical

 When was it written?

 Where it is written – Biblical? 

Pope? Saint? 

Application to real life

 Is it a logical argument?

 Is it practical?

 Can everyone follow the 

argument? 

 Do we have to be emotionally 

intelligent to understand?

Liberal vs. Traditional

 Is a Catholic going to have a 

different opinion to a C of E 

Christian? 

 Why? 

 Which interpretation of 

scripture is better?

Point one – Usually the point that agrees with the statement.

Explain ONE point – give AO1 (AT LEAST TWO quotes and/or key words that 

are developed).

WWW: AO2 – Why is this view successful? USE AO1 to back up your points

EBI: AO2 – Why is this view unsuccessful? USE AO1 to back up your points

What is the result? What should a Christian do? USE AO1 to back up your 

point

Point two – Usually the point that disagrees with the statement.

Explain ONE point – give AO1 (AT LEAST TWO quotes and/or key words 

that are developed).

WWW: AO2 – Why is this view successful? USE AO1 to back up your points

EBI: AO2 – Why is this view unsuccessful? USE AO1 to back up your points

What is the result? What should a Christian do? USE AO1 to back up your 

point

Introduction: Outline the two points of view that you are going to make – One view says…The other view says…

CONCLUSION – You have said that the result of each point is in your paragraphs….which result is stronger? (How does it 

apply in real life?) PEE



Exam Tips & Tricks!



Exam Questions Bank

• Outline 3 beliefs about the Trinity. (3)

• Explain two reasons why the Trinity is important to 
Christians. Refer to a source of wisdom and authority. 
(5)

• Explain two ways Christians would show the Trinity 
within worship. (4)

• “You must believe in the Trinity to be a Christian.” (12)

• Explain two ways the biblical account of creation can be 
understood. (4)

• Explain two reasons why the account of creation is 
important to Christians. Refer to a source of wisdom and 
authority. (5)

• “The story of Creation still has a purpose for Christians 
today.” (12)

• Explain two reasons why the incarnation is important to 
Christians today. (4)

• “The Incarnation is the most important belief for 
Christians.” (12)

• Outline 3 events in the last days of Jesus’ life. (3)

• Explain why the last days of Jesus’ life are important to 
Christians. (4)

Explain two reasons why atonement and salvation are important to 
Christians today. (4)
Outline 3 beliefs about the role of Christ in salvation. (3)
“Christians must receive salvation in order to get to Heaven.” (12)
Explain two beliefs about heaven for Christians (4)
Explain two reasons why evil and suffering raise problems for 
Christians about the nature of God. (4)
Explain two practical responses to evil and suffering from a 
Christian. (4)
“Evil and suffering is the biggest problem for Christians.” (12)
“It is not possible to believe in God and accept evil and suffering in 
the world.” (12)
Outline three ways in which belief in the Trinity is shown in Christian 
worship. (3)
Explain two reasons why Christians believe in the Trinity. (5)
Outline 3 features of creation described in Genesis 1 (3)
Explain two different interpretations of the accounts of creation in 
Genesis. (5)
Outline three features of the birth story as described in the Bible. 
(3)
Outline three different understandings of atonement. (3)


