
Hi Everyone

Just want to say how amazing you have all been and how much I have enjoyed talking to some of 
you over the last few weeks. The work you have submitted has been brilliant and I know some of you 
are still getting to grips with Google Classrooms, but on the most part you are getting used to it. 
Remember to take breaks and to do what you can, you are the only ones that know if you are doing 
the best that you can.

A couple of helpful hints for Google Classrooms:

1:	 If you cannot see your 
classrooms, make sure that you are 
not logged onto a personal private 
account  When you click on the little 
colour circle top right with a letter in, it 
must say your school email, if not sign 
out and then sign in with your school 
email and you will see your classrooms.	

2:   When you need to work on a 
Word document, click on it then click 
on the 3 dots top right and then click 
on ‘open in window’. Then you need 
to click on ‘open with’ and choose 
Google Docs, you can now edit it.

Hope that helps for some of you.
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Right onto more interesting things… Hopefully you will have seen my video message to you all, we 
really do miss you!

I have been really busy in my garden 
and have cut my trees, not that 
interesting you say, but I was up a 
very high ladder with a very large 
cordless set of hedge trimmers! Got 
carried away and made an arch. I am 
quite pleased with it! 

I have also managed (somehow) to get 
this plant to flower- probably because 
it doesn’t need much looking after ;) It 
is a Rhododendron Hybrid called Hans 
Hachmann and looks lovely.

I have been reading stories to my Grandchildren at their bedtime through a video 
link, we are currently reading “Gangsta Granny” which they find funny especially 
as she smells of cabbage and quacks when             
she walks.  

We have also taken part in a few family quizzes, always once a 
week and I now do one with my friends - one of the rounds is to 
find something that sounds like…. This is a very funny and energetic 
round! You could do the same with your family that you cannot go 
and visit - they will love it! Whatsapp now can have up to 8 people on 
video so perhaps use that?

I have loved seeing all your singing, art, instrument playing, poems and hearing 
about all the lovely things that you are doing… Keep it up year 7!
 

Remember that we are all here to help and try to take part in as many activities as you can that 
are either on your mentor Classrooms or on the school website/Facebook page, they will help with 
boredom and you can challenge the rest of your household.

Thinking of you all, take care

Mrs Gibson
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7ADE

Hi 7ADE! 

Wow! I can’t believe that it’s been so long since we’ve all been together. Even 
though we’ve been away for a while, it still feels like tomorrow I should be 
racing Riley to get to my classroom first (even though he almost always wins). 
I miss you all so much and I hope that you’re all safe and healthy at home.

Since the last newsletter, I’ve been 
trying to stay active and keep busy 
with lots of gardening. So far, I’m 
most excited about my tomatoes 
and lettuce, but the rest is coming along really nicely. I don’t 
really know anything about gardening, so I’m excited any time 
something actually grows. Fingers crossed! My mum is very 
jealous because Canada’s been getting a lot of snow, so she can’t 
plant her vegetable garden yet. My grandma hardly even has 
leaves on her trees!

Also, I attach a picture of my latest bread experiment… A bit strange, 
but it still turned into bread!

I’d just like to say that I am so proud of all of you for working so well 
and staying so strong during distance learning. It can be hard to stay 
focused when you’re at home when you don’t have your classmates 
there to bounce ideas off of or your teacher right there to help you when 
you get stuck. It’s hard when you’re sharing the wifi with your family, or your siblings are being distracting. 
You might not have the same energy you used to, or you may find it difficult to get out of your pyjamas to do 
your work. However, you continue to try your best to do your schoolwork, stay positive, and make progress 
even while you’re away from school. I’m just so proud of you! You really are doing something incredible that 
no generation of kids has ever had to deal with, so keep staying strong! You can do it!

While we’re away, I don’t want you to feel alone. All of your friends, your teachers, your family, your neighbours 
are all going through this together. We are all your support network. If you need help, you’re stuck, or you’re 
feeling alone, please reach out to me or to someone at the school because we care about you and how you’re 
doing. Every single one of you is important and I am always here to help you. 

I’d once again like to say that I hope you’re taking this opportunity to learn some new hobbies, get creative, 
and get active! Explore your interests and try something new! Maybe you want to learn to draw or write a 
book. Try growing a plant from your leftover pepper or learn to code. You could take this extra time at home 
to call a relative or get to know your family better. Reach out to a friend you haven’t spoken to in a while or 
maybe get into photography.

I hope that you’ve all had a chance to enjoy the nice weather which we’ve had, and I really do miss you all. I 
hope that you’re all healthy and safe! 

All the best,

Miss Dean
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Mia M & Eddy C

10 BEJ

Bonjour à tous! 

Since our last newsletter there have been 5 more weekly quiz winners: Hannae 
H, Thomas M, Suraya A, Theo J and Suraya A (yes again!) - Congratulations! Well 
done also to: Samuel V, Teddy F, Lucy J, Daniel D, Reese F, Halen F, Sophie G, Eddy 
C, Felix H and Rhys W who also have had correct answers. Keep those brain cells 
working!

I hope you are all getting on well with the new online learning tasks 
in Google Classroom but are also 
finding time to develop other skills 
and hobbies as well. Make sure you 
keep in touch with your friends too 
- there are so many different ways 
to do this and now is the ideal time 
to get in the habit of checking in 
on friends and relatives to see how 
they’re getting on and if they’re 
ok. How many of you have used 

“Zoom” for the first time since Lockdown began? 

Well it’s been a busy five weeks for me since I last wrote to you all.  
I spent the night camping . . . . . in the garden. This was great fun to do 
in the sunny weather and to wake up to the sound of the birds singing. 
It was not so much fun when our cockerel decided to start crowing at 

half past three in the morning though - he’s quite loud!!! 

I also discovered a wonderful little wood right near our house 
and it was completely carpeted with bluebells - beautiful! I’ve 
found some great things back home in the garden too! We 
have a nest of baby birds in one of our trees and some newts 
have taken up residency in our pond! I even came down one 
morning to find a Muntjac deer in the garden - he was too 
quick for me to take a photo though!

It’s great to see some of you appearing on the 
ORA website with all your great achievements - 
well done! Over to you now; don’t forget to use 
our Mentor space on the Google classroom as 
a place to keep in touch with both your friends 
and myself all in one space. Any good jokes are more than welcome! Perhaps you have your own 
riddle you could post? Time to “Test the teacher!”

Take good care of yourselves

Mme Johnson.



7ISH (A	message	from	Mrs	Corbett)

Hello	my	lovelies

Firstly	I	must	say	I	am	missing	you	all.	I	miss	seeing	your	smiling	faces	and	hearing	your	laughter	
around	the	school.	It’s	been	a	busy	few	weeks	working	from	home	but	I’ve	Ioved	contacting	your	
parents	and	hearing	how	you	are	all	doing!

I’ve	taken	up	baking……like	most	people	I	think	at	the	moment.	I’ve	made	chocolate	devil	cakes,	
banana	and	chocolate	 loaves,	strawberry	and	blueberry	pie,	flapjacks	and,	today,	 I	am	going	to	
make	bread	pudding.	This	is	not	good	for	my	waist	line	but	I	am	sharing	with	my	neighbours	and	
they	are	loving	the	little	parcels	of	cakes	that	I	am	leaving	on	their	doorsteps.	

My	eldest	son	was	18	this	week.	This	was	a	nice	celebration	albeit	at	home.	
We	had	lots	of	balloons,	chocolate	cake,	pizza	delivered,	then	played	“Jack	Box”	
on	the	Nintendo	switch……..	which	 I	was	clearly	good	at	…well	better	than	 I	
thought		I	would	be	……although	I	didn’t	win	lol!	

My	dog	teddy	has	been	a	bit	poorly	
and	 has	 been	 to	 the	 vets	 a	 few	
times	with	an	ear	infection.	He	has	
tablets	and	eardrops	but	it	wasn’t	
nice	passing	him	over	to	the	vets	and	waiting	outside	
while	I	had	to	wait	outside.	He	was	scared	when	they	
took	him	in	and	I	was	upset.	However	he	is	all	better	
now	and	back	to	his	bouncy	self.	

I	 loved	celebrating	VE	day	with	my	family.	We	remembered	my	grandfather	who	fought	 in	the	
second	WW	when	he	was	just	17	years	old.	We	sat	outside	our	house	with	the	neighbours,	social	
distancing	of	course,	and	played	music,	chatted	and	laughed	together.	I	hope	you	all	had	fun	too.	

Stay	safe,	stay	strong	and	keep	smiling.

I’m	here	for	you,	we	all	are.	
lcorbett@ormistonriversacademy.co.uk.
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7KCL

Hello	my	lovely	lot!		I	hope	you	and	your	families	are	well.	

I	 have	 really	 gone	 to	 town	
with	my	garden.	 I	have	now	
finished	re-landscaping	after	
3	years!!	 (Credit	must	go	to	
the	help	of	my	husband	and	
both	 my	 sons).	 My	 plants	
have	grown	well,	I	now	have	
far	too	many!	

The	frog	project	is	going	very	
well,	 we	 have	 now	 released	
the	 tadpoles	 back	 into	 the	
pond	above,	I	am	pleased	to	
report	 they	 have	 not	 been	
eaten	by	the	newts	yet!!

This	 is	 my	 new	 project	 below,	 I	 have	
grown	 all	 the	 plants	 from	 cuttings,	
hopefully	it	will	look	better	come	the	
summer,	but	as	we	all	know	everything	
starts	small	and	 if	nurtured	will	grow	
into	 something	 beautiful,	 just	 like	 all	
of	you.	

I	have	heard	from	some	of	you	and	you	are	definitely	making	the	most	of	your	time,	from	cooking,	
helping	younger	siblings,	art,	completing	work	and	sport.	Talking	of	which	 I	 have	 kept	 up	 the	
running,	like	anything	it	has	become	less	painful.

On	Friday,	we	had	a	lovely	street	party	for	VE	day.	We	all	sat	out	in	
the	front,	played	music,	listened	to	the	speeches	by	the	Queen	and	
Winston	Churchill.	We	had	afternoon	tea.	My	family	had	a	scone	
making	 competition,	 I	 did	 not	 win,	 but	 I	 came	 second,	 which	
was	not	hard,	if	you	saw	my	husband’s	efforts	you	would	have	
understood	why!!!

Keep	 yourselves	 busy,	 let	 me	 know	 what	 you	 are	 up	 to,	
remain	safe.

Take	care.		Mrs	Coulson
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7 LTA

Hi	Everyone,	

I	hope	that	you	and	your	families	are	all	well.	I	hope	that	you’ve	all	been	
finding	things	to	keep	yourselves	busy	in	these	frustrating	times,	you’re	
probably	all	itching	to	see	other	people	as	much	as	I	am	but	the	light	at	
the	end	of	the	tunnel	seems	to	be	getting	gradually	closer.	

Since	you	last	heard	from	me	I	can’t	say	I	have	done	anything	too	exciting,	
still	going	walking	in	this	beautiful	weather	we	have	been	having	recently,	
still	cleaning	the	house,	baking	cookies	and	other	random	things	I	could	
find	on	the	internet,	and	the	highlight	of	my	weeks;	getting	to	go	out	to	
do	a	food	shop.	I	hope	that	you	have	all	managed	to	find	things	to	do	that	
are	a	bit	more	stimulating	than	I	have!

Let	me	know	what	you	have	been	up	to,	and	keep	up	all	the	good	
work	you	have	been	doing	since	the	beginning	of	all	of	this.	Don’t	
forget	to	join	in	with	the	challenges	PE	are	setting	too.	

For	now	I	hope	you	are	all	well	and	doing	okay.	

Miss	Tate
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7SHV

Hello	7SHV	

How	are	you	all?	I	have	heard	from	some	of	you	on	the	
Google	classroom	or	by	email	but	there	are	lots	of	you	I	
haven’t	heard	from	yet!	Let	me	know	you	are	OK	please.	
I	really	miss	seeing	you	all	every	day!

Well	done	for	always	being	the	best	version	of	yourself	
and	trying	hard	with	your	school	work.	Do	your	best	and	
remember	 if	you	are	stuck	 just	ask	for	help,	we	are	all	
here	to	help	and	support	you.	Keep	being	amazing	young	
people!	I’m	so	proud	of	you	all	:)

I’m	trying	to	keep	up	with	my	couch	to	5k	challenge.	I’m	
not	going	to	lie,	I	hate	the	running	part	of	it.	However,	
I	have	persevered	and	take	the	occasional	photographic	
evidence	to	track	my	progress.	You	are	all	super	sporty	and	fit	so	I’d	like	some	encouragement,	no	giggles	
allowed	at	his	stage!	You	can	all	see	how	shattered	I	am	afterwards!

My	son	had	his	18th	Birthday	so	it	was	exciting	and	lovely	to	celebrate,	
albeit	in	lockdown.	Can’t	believe	how	time	has	flown.	Make	sure	you	
all	 treasure	 any	 time	 you	 get	 with	 family	
and	loved	ones	during	this	lockdown	making	
fabulous	 memories	 that	 you	 can	 recall	 in	
years	to	come...

I’m	still	trying	to	improve	my	cooking	skills.	
Sadly,	my	food	always	looks	good	but	doesn’t	
taste	 very	 nice.	

Although	 my	 hot	 chocolate	 drinks	 are	 absolutely	
yummy!	This	 is	 one	 I	 made	 to	 take	 outside	 to	 look	
at	the	beautiful	“Flower	Moon”	last	Thursday	evening.	
The	photo	doesn’t	do	it	justice.		It	was	beautiful	and	
huge	in	the	sky.

Take	care,	stay	safe,	be	happy	and	have	fun

Miss	Havard	:)
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Hello 7CR0	(or Bonjour; Hola; Good day or “whatever     ”) 

I hope you are all keeping well and happy and enjoying some family 
time.  I have been keeping well. 

I am attempting to grow… plants that is not myself  .  
Usually I get some plants from ORA every year (the students 
in the gardening classes grow some great stuff). This year I’m attempting 
to grow my own from seed and have had some success with seeds I saved from the 
tomatoes from the plants I had from ORA last year.  I need a couple of extra plants as my dogs 
love tomatoes and I have to fence them off as they will help themselves straight off the plants!    I didn’t 
realise dogs loved tomatoes until they started doing this. Do any of you have pets that have surprised you 
with things you didn’t know they like? Or things you didn’t know they do?  

My dogs like me staying at home, but seem a bit confused at the change of 
routine, sometimes they just look at me as if they are wondering “shouldn’t you 
be somewhere right now?”  I am sure If they could talk, they would be asking me 
lots of questions. They have been enjoying escorting me on my daily exercise 
and we are all now well practiced at social distancing. 

While out, I take a random photo every now and again for a keepsake, after all 
2020 will be a significant time in history.  I find that people I have come across 
while out walking seem friendlier, less rushed, and just happy to see someone.   I 
have also dusted off my bike and have used it to get shopping.  

I have been keeping in touch with my family via social media, Alexa and video calling 
and it is lovely to have some fun with my grandchildren, even if I can’t see them in 
person. Last night my granddaughter read me her book via Alexa.

In the evenings I have been on hedgehog watch and have three that come into mine and my neighbour’s 
gardens every night.  I literally have to be on watch as I nearly stood on one who decided to sit right at my 
back door, luckily my dogs barked to let me know it was there as I didn’t see it in the dark.  

Last summer I came across this little hedgehog on the footpath beside a road. It is unusual 
for a hedgehog to be out during the day and made no attempt to move, let alone run away 
from me and my dogs so I guessed something was wrong. It looked very poorly, so I took 
it home for some TLC.  I got advice from the Maldon wildlife rescue centre who suggested 
it was very dehydrated and told me that a lot of hedgehogs die of dehydration when the 
weather is dry .  After a lot of water and some dog food, my little friend perked up. I 
felt quite privileged to be up close and personal with such a lovely creature but it was well 
enough to be released into the field that night, so I had to say goodbye and hope it would 
be OK.    I don’t know if this hedgehog is one of the three that now visit, but I like to think it is.  I leave out 
water and my neighbours put out food, I don’t put food out because my dogs would just eat it.  Y o u 
might have hedgehogs around where you live, when the weather is dry please could you put out some water? 
But please DO NOT put out milk as it is not good for hedgehogs and can make them very poorly. 

Stay safe, stay well, stay kind.

Ms Morgan


