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YEAR 9
NEWSLETTER

Dearest Year 9,  

As I write this message, I feel saddened that I will not get to see you all again until September. Since I took over your year group from 
Mr Vince, I have loved every minute of working with you all, even though sometimes, it may not look like it. That’s just my face! I have 
loved some of the challenges we have overcome together. I have cherished how open and honest many of you have been with me. 

Come September, I see a new focus and a new challenge for us, and I do mean us. Starting 
year 10 will allow you to hone in on many of the subjects which you have chosen. You will 
begin to formulate coursework for some subjects and engage in higher content in many 
others. The step up of content deserves every effort and I trust you will give it the hours it 
deserves. Due to Covid-19 you have been engaging in online or paper-based home learning. 
With this, many of you have had the chance to ask questions you may have never asked 
in front of the class. When we return, please continue to ask questions. Not only does 
the teacher have the opportunity to address misconceptions, but it will also allow other 
students to think of material in ways they may not have previously. 

I will be addressing you in assemblies when we return in September to talk about how we 
would like you to treat your remaining time at ORA and discuss the importance of home 
study and revision. Behaviour in and out of lessons has always been important and as year 
10s, you are role models for younger years. When we see you again, I look forward to seeing your maturity level, your respect and 
most of all, your kindness. 

I urge you to spend some time this summer investigating, researching and developing some of the key skills you will need for each 
subject in order to achieve those high grades which I know you can attain. I would also advise any student who has fallen behind on 
Google Classroom or the work packs to use the time to prepare yourself for your return to school. We, as teachers, and the school will 
do everything we can to support you, but we will not be able to be beside you when you sit your exams. We have tailored schemes of 
work to ensure all content will be covered for your GCSEs but you have a responsibility to learn, apply and synthesise what you have 
been taught for further use. 

I plan to return to Ireland for some of the summer if lockdown and quarantine allows on 
both borders. It has been a strange few months as I have not seen my family since Chirtsmas. 
My hope is that we all continue to follow government guidelines and be respectful and 
sensible in using social distancing to protect ourselves and the NHS continuously. I am 
sure at this point, we have seen the pictures and videos of beaches and parties, with many 
people not following guidelines. Please do not be one of the ‘headlines’. 

In the meantime, I have been engaging in activities such as kayaking. Oh, I love it. Mr Lehane 
was kind enough to bring Ms Steiger and I on our first outing and I am hooked now. I also 
tried paddle-boarding but that was not too successful. I was like Bambi on ice. 

I have lots of plans for next year and I hope you have set yourself a target too. Mine will be 
to make a bouzouki. It’s an Irish musical instrument. You know me….

I look forward to seeing you all again. 

Kind Regards, 

Mr J Kirby



9MCL

Hi everyone, it’s been a while!!

Well, time is certainly flying away. Next time we all see each other you’ll be Year 10’s which is 
strange and a little scary at the same time. 

Sadly, I don’t have much interesting news to share with you. As lockdown has eased it’s been nice 
to see relatives and be out the house a little more. I’ve managed to maintain some regular running 
a few times a week but along with school work (which I hope you’re doing lots of too) and the 
school run now my kids are back to primary school and pre-school, life has been quite busy.

You may also like to know I even went to the driving range with Mr Kirby to practice my golf swing. 
Mr Kirby is a tidy golfer though so he put me to shame a little and had to help me sort my drive 
out as I lost the plot half way through our session. I might even brave a round with him over the 
holidays.

In regards to the summer holidays,  they’re creeping up fast. I’m keeping my fingers crossed that 
our holiday to France can go ahead in August which will be nice considering the past few months. 
The drive there however is another thing. The amount of questions from a 4 and 6 year old will be 
unbearable! Luckily for me you have all given me plenty of practice.

Once all that is done however, I’m looking forward to seeing you all and hearing about what 
you’ve been doing. I had considered setting a challenge for you all but then I thought I wouldn’t. 
All I ask is that you have a story to tell when we get back. Something exciting you did or a new 
hobby you discovered. I think the key is being proactive, keep yourself active and try to plan things 
with friends or family and you’ll have loads to talk about.

I really do hope you’re all well, staying busy and being kind to everyone at home. Just for a little 
bit of fun, here’s a conundrum for you below because I know you’re missing these…

CEAXESGNH

Feel free to email me your answer and I’ll tell you if it’s correct.

Take care, see you all in September and have a wonderful summer.

Mr Clay
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9CHY
 
Hello to you all! 

I hope you are all ok? I am really missing seeing you all, your enthusiastic faces ready for a busy day of learning, 
enthusiastic chatter and the eye rolls at me from some of you as I go through the daily activities in mentoring you! 

I hope you are all enjoying this time at home while continuing to work hard. I know many of you are enjoying it and 
producing some excellent work and it is lovely to see, but if you are struggling that is also totally understandable- 
do make sure to email me, or the SSA’s or your subject teacher/s for support – we are very keen to help you and we 
understand and want to do all we can to help. 

I find what works for me to get more done is to force myself to get up extra early (especially on a sunny morning) and 
sit in the garden for half an hour with my laptop before my children (and sometimes even my husband) are awake 
and get a few hours in! I know this might seem hard but I promise you there is something so lovely about being up 
and outside in the fresh air so early! Give it a go just for one day!  I start with my “to do” list for the day and silly as it 
might sound I enjoy being able to tick things off and highlight things - it gives you a sense of accomplishment when 
you look back and see what you’ve ticked off. 

 We were lucky enough to have a hot tub installed fairly recently as part of our garden work and this is also a lovely 
thing to do to signify the end of the school and work day for us all to catch up! I’ve painted a LOT of fences, installed 
lots of solar lights (much to my husband’s disgust – he isn’t keen!) and we had a new (and more importantly level!) 
patio installed so everything is safer.  What are you all doing to end the day? Exercise? Doggy walks? Games? Films? 
Some of you may even have a lazy spa, pool or hot tub yourself?  I would love to hear your news! We have also been 
on some lovely long walks to Creeksea and along the sea wall (which tires my 2 children out nicely!) and we have been 
doing up our garden a bit as I mentioned and recently built a tough climbing frame (like scaffolding poles!) for Henry 
to do some extra exercise on (this helps him to focus on his school work when he has to sit still and helps improves 
his co-ordination!) I am just hoping there are no accidents! We’ve also (of course!) done lots of cooking – Peach 
and vanilla jam at the weekend and the boys made chocolate chip cookies. I must stop eating them but they are so 

yummy! Let me know if you want the recipes!

It seems strange that after so little of “Year 9” you’ll be in Year 10 soon. I wish you all a great summer and the very 
best for this important year and I look forward to seeing you in September! We will have a lot of news to catch up on 

I am sure! 

Mrs Hyde
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Climbing Camping in the garden  Lessons outside! 
Tiring out  
the boys! 

My Jam! :)



9CHY
 
Hi all, I hope you are all well and safe!

I hope you are keeping yourselves busy and have now adjusted to working from home, not long to go until you finish 
for summer!!

I have been keeping myself active going on daily dog walks and I have also now started cycling which I am really 
enjoying. Our rescue greyhound has settled in well and she is enjoying the long walks, she even went for a swim in the 
river!! My sister’s cockapoo has also visited us for doggy day care, she’s crazy. 

I am back in work once a week with the current year 10’s and am continuing to work from home.  It’s nice to feel some 
sort of normality again. Unfortunately my summer travels have been cancelled, I was going to be teaching English in 
Bali and Thailand so I will have to rearrange for next year! Enough about me, I would love to hear what some of you 
have been up to.

Make sure to keep yourself active over the summer, keep up the good work and I wish you all the very best going into 
year 10.

Miss Osborn

YEAR 9 NEWSLETTER



9CTH

Hello Year 9, 

I hope you are all keeping well, and enjoying the sunshine! My new 
office has been the garden, which has been our most recent project 
in lockdown. Harry has turned his hand to a few new trades and built 
a summer house, a pergola and decking! I didn’t think it would all fit 
in our garden, but he has done an amazing job! I was in charge of the 
plants and I’m so chuffed with how everything is looking. I might have 
gone a bit Solar light mad too…

In this phase of lockdown, there have been two lockdown birthdays. We 
had a socially distanced Indian takeaway in the garden for my dad and a socially distanced BBQ 
for Harry. It wasn’t ideal, but we still managed to make it special! I just hope things will be normal 
again for my birthday in October. 

Doug the Pug is doing well – and has been 
enjoying some other doggy company. We have 
been looking after a Staffie and Frenchie for 
our friends. I must admit, I definitely want 
a puppy to keep Doug company, I’ve really 
enjoyed having more furry friends around! But 
I have to remember that eventually, the world 
will go back to normal and Doug will go back 
to my Mum’s during the day with her dogs!

Is it just me, or has anyone else gotten used to lockdown life? I’m 
weirdly anxious about things going back to normal. I just can’t imagine 
going shopping, or to a restaurant. Am I just weird?

I can’t quite believe that we are coming to the end of Year 9. I feel 
somewhat robbed of time. I miss my mentor group and I miss my drama 
classes. This year was turning into one of my most favourite academic 
years I’ve had at ORA! 

I really can’t wait to see 
you all. Take care and 
have the most enjoyable 
summer. 

Hopefully see you soon, 

Miss Thurtle 
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It has been a while since I last spoke to you all but I hope you and your family are keeping well :) I 
can’t believe in two weeks you will be 10SST!! Where has the time gone?

I first want to acknowledge all of the great work you have doing as part of your online learning. 
I am incredibly proud of how many of you have taken it all in your stride and have submitted 
amazing work on both google classroom and hegarty maths. Please do make sure that for the 
remaining two weeks you put your all into your studies and continue to impress me with your 
effort. Once we hit the summer break, you will have plenty of time to relax and recharge.

Unfortunately, I haven’t been up to anything too exciting. Like you all, I spend my weekdays 
doing all my school work. I am now back in school every Wednesday teaching my lovely year 12 
students. It is amazing to be back in the classroom and returning to some sort of normality. I am 
still trying to do a bit of exercise each day. Each morning, I try to complete a couple of online 
fitness sessions…. I have even bought a yoga mat!!! With the fabulous weather we have had lately, 
I have been trying to get outside more by going on walks and even dabbling a little in kayaking. To 
my amazement, I haven’t fallen out….YET!! 

With the easing of the lockdown restrictions, I have been able to spend some quality time with 
my family and friends who live here in the UK (while socially distancing) which has been amazing. 
Once we reach the summer break, I am hoping to be allowed to return to Ireland to see my family 
and friends. It has been hard not being able to see them for the last 6 months but technology has 
been a godsend. 

I have no doubt that you are all looking forward to the summer break. It won’t be long until you 
are able to relax and enjoy yourself with family and friends. Please make sure you do use the 
summer break to recharge the batteries. When you return to school, I want to hear all about what 
you have been up to during the summer break. I can’t wait to hear all the amazing stories you will 
no doubt have. 

Stay safe and miss you all.

Miss Steiger :)
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Hi 9RBA, 
 
I hope you are all well. I haven’t heard from many of you this term - please let me know any updates/ 
interesting things you have been up to. I cannot believe that you are all soon to be year 10! I may have to 
put your year 7 photos on the board when we return to school just to remind ourselves how quickly time 
is flying by (and how many of you have changed)!

I look forward to seeing you all but remember to use the summer holidays to recharge and relax.
I would like to set you all a summer challenge. I will reward you with not only merits but also an edible prize 
when we return to school if you complete it… 

Read a book that has at least 100 pages and complete a short summary or review by September 1st. You 
can email me your summaries/reviews (and yes, I will be checking to see if you googled them..) and I will 
make a note of who has completed it. 

It will come as no surprise that in between work I have been reading some new 
books. While I am not working however I have been keeping busy.. I mentioned 
in the last newsletter that I have made some book shelves at home… I also made 
a dining table and bench. We started a full house renovation in January but 
lockdown interrupted our plans (as it did for everyone). However, we are back on 
track now and I look forward to using the summer holidays to finish everything. 

I am now a self-proclaimed professional when 
it comes to diy and painting - I may have also 
mentioned my table making skills to Mr Kirby 
but apparently I am not quite ready to teach DT 
just yet…In addition to the woodwork I am baking almost daily and have 
expanded my recipe book... I was bored of cakes (unbelievable, I know!) so I 
decided to switch my hand to more savoury dishes and have made bread and 
rolls - may have been a one hit wonder but it went down swiftly at a family 
BBQ I hosted recently where we also ate some of my homegrown vegetables 
(see pictures)!

Anyway, enough about me! Please send me some updates of what you and 
your families have been up to. I would love to create a collage of images to 
display on the board when we return to school as I am sure you all have lots 
to catch up on!
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Dear 9ARU,
I feel like it’s been ages since I’ve last spoken with you. Thank you so much for making 2020 so memorable 
and worthwhile for me. I miss you all and wish you all the very best for next year. 

Come September, you’ll all be starting a fascinating new journey in your education: year 10. This new 
year is a perfect opportunity to establish your future ambitions and sow the seeds that future-you will 
thank you for. Before this exciting new stage of schooling, you’ll be enjoying your summer holidays, 
something which I hope will recharge you enough to bounce back into a rewarding year of education. 
 
The coronavirus has flooded and swamped the world, forcing all other news to take a backseat. For 
instance, did you know that due to the lockdown limiting visitors to the Hong Kong zoo, two Pandas 
mated for the first time in 13 years, potentially reviving the declining Panda population? Amazing, isn’t 
it! The coronavirus might have taken up a lot of 2020, but it is important to remember that 2020 isn’t 
defined by a pandemic and you staying at home, it’s defined by the progress you’ve made as students of 
the world. So, focus on being a better “you” each moment you can, and no better time than the present.

For me, I’ve rediscovered my passion for painting, which has been very therapeutic to me throughout 
this lockdown. See the wolf I painted howling at a full moon. This project took me 3 days and was lots 
of fun to complete. Additionally, I’ve finally decided to improve my cooking skills. Last year, when I lived 
on a farm in New Zealand, I ate the same food at the same time every day, so being able to spice things 
up with different foods and actual spices other than pepper has been quite a thrill. See this yummy dish 
of roast potatoes I made:

In any case, I have found time during the lockdown to be overwhelming at first but quickly become 
a wonderful opportunity to develop. I can’t wait to see how you’ve all changed and improved once 
lockdown is lifted and life returns to normal. 

Enjoy your summer holidays and I wish you all the best!

 Mr. Rufaeel 
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Hello to my fabulous mentor group!  

I hope you are all well and safe and enjoying your time at home!  It is quite a surreal time and I must remind myself 
what day of the week it is as it feels like ground-hog day.  I am looking forward to hearing the ‘buzz’ and ‘excitement’ 
around school after the holidays when you come back to start your new chapters.  My children have missed being 
with their friends and are equally looking forward to returning.  My son is able to go back to school for two days in 
the last week of this term to say goodbye as he will be joining year 7 in September – it would be great if you could 
keep an eye out for him?

I know working from home can be challenging at times, but we must remember to take regular breaks and get some 
exercise.  Getting fresh air and exercise is great so sometimes I take my laptop outside as it is quite relaxing being 
surrounded by nature and the sound of the birds.

These are completely unprecedented times and we all have days when we struggle to focus so that is ok too.  We 
are all doing our best and that is all anyone can ask for.  Remember, we are here to support you as much as we can.  
Please email me if you need anything or if you simply want to get in touch as it would be lovely to hear from you.

Our family have spent a lot of time in our garden and my daughter said that it has been on an extreme diet!  It 
was rather neglected in the last few years but with lots of TLC it is starting to take shape.  We have been fortunate 
with the weather giving us time to enjoy the outdoors and I am waiting for the delivery of a Lazy-spa later this 
month – I had to go on a waiting list as it is one of the new popular items.  That will be my holiday this year in Los 
Gardenos lol!  I am also finding fence paint is at a premium with people profiting from the surge in demand – hence 
my patchwork fences.

Like you, I have been immersed in home-schooling with Harry, so I understand how difficult it is (really, I do!).  
However, I did enjoy the zoom baking of chocolate chip cookies and pizza (yummy!).  Having never used zoom 
before lockdown started, I am quite experienced now – it is the next best thing to seeing people in person.  We are 
in great company as the Queen has joined the zoom empire.

Since lockdown has eased a little, we have seen some close family in their gardens at a distance.  I have never 
realised before how much I miss hugs, but the storm will go eventually, and the rainbow will come out.  I am an 
optimistic person and the rainbows I have seen in my garden recently bring me hope.   Rob Murray who illustrates 
for both the Guardian and the Independent created a personalised illustration for me.  It was a bottle moment 
capturing something I am looking forward to.  Mine was for the kids and I to hug my mum at one of many belated 
birthday BBQs.  Mum was delighted to receive this, and it will form part of my lockdown album (have you created 
one?).

I am really missing you all and our enthusiastic chatter each morning before a day seeing all your friends and 
learning along the way.  I cannot believe you will all be year 10s very soon, but I am certain you will be awesome.  
I hope you have an amazing summer and I certainly look forward to hearing about all your adventures during 
lockdown and beyond.

Stay safe and keep smiling

Mrs Gasson 



9APL

Hi guys!  I hope you are all well.
 
Firstly, I am very proud to see the great engagement from some of 
you in relation to work submitted on Google.  There is just over a 
week to go now, so keep it up!
 
I have been continuing with ‘Miss Poll School’ with my daughters and 
in our spare time my youngest has finally learned to ride her bike 
without stabilisers.
 
The weather has been glorious, so like many people I have been 
sorting out the garden and enjoying the sun and my daughter has 
been having fun in her new play house.
 

Last month I started teaching Year 12 
Law for one day each week.  It has been 
really nice to do face to face teaching 
again and to converse with and see 
students in person.  I have also been in 
with the Key Worker students, which 
was enjoyable and rewarding to care 
for these students while their parents 
completed essential roles to the Nation. 
 

I look forward to seeing you all again in September and hope that 
there will be more of a sense of normality by then.
 
In the meantime, please stay safe and have a great summer holiday. I will be spending mine in 
‘Los Gardenios’ (my garden!).  It is my birthday tomorrow, so I will enjoy a ‘socially distanced’ 
BBQ and then I am looking forward to the hospitality sector opening on Saturday. ;)
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