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DO NOW: Date, Topic 
& Title

Starter: Have you 
been to a wedding?

STRETCH & 
CHALLENGE: What 

happens?!

Title: Marriage

Lesson 1 - Marriage



LO: To explore the importance of marriage

1. To explain Christian teachings of marriage

2. To assess the importance and purpose of marriage

3. To evaluate divergent views of marriage – Christian, atheist & 
Humanist

Lesson 1 - Marriage



What does marriage mean?

Marriage is…

Legal union of a man and 
woman or a same-sex 
couple. 

Faithfulness means…

to be in an exclusive loving 
relationship. Promising to 
have sex only with their 
marriage partner.

OR a holy gift from 
God - Christians 
believe in the sanctity 
of marriage. 

Lesson 1 - Marriage

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZZZ6QB5TSfk


TASK: 

Write out the quotes into your revision notes:

What you think it means… what does it teach Christians?

A01 = SPECIALIST 
RELIGIOUS 

KNOWLEDGE

Lesson 1 - Marriage

1.“For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his 

wife, and they will become one flesh.” (Genesis 2:24) teaches Christians…

2. “two will become one flesh… what God has joined together let no one 

separate.” (Mark 10) teaches Christians…

3. “Wives submit yourselves to your husbands as you do to the lord. For the 

husband is the head of the wife… Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ 

loved the church.” (Ephesians 5:22) teaches Christians…

STRETCH! Which is the 
most 
convincing/strongest? 
Why? Use more AO1 
to back up your point 
for a L4 response.



Quote 1 – Some interpretations
“For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be 

united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.” (Genesis 2:24)

• God intended men and women to join together for life as couples, and to 
produce children.

• In the Adam and Eve story, God made Eve as a partner for Adam. 

• Marriage is a gift from God, and a part of God’s plan for human beings. 

• God intended that men and women should join together for life as couples. 

• The bond between a man and a woman produces new life when children 
are born, and in this way God’s creation continues.

Lesson 1 - Marriage



Quote 2 – Some interpretations
“two will become one flesh… what God has joined together let no one 

separate.” (Mark 10)

• Marriage creates unity which is physical and emotional. 

• The couple are joined together through God.

• Relationship should be respected by all.

• Only God can separate a couple, this is only done through death.

Lesson 1 - Marriage



Quote 3 – Some interpretations

“Wives submit yourselves to your husbands as you do to the lord. For the 
husband is the head of the wife… Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ 

loved the church.” (Ephesians 5:22)

• Order within the marriage relationship, husband is the head.

• He must love and honour her and she must respect and honour him.

• AO2 – is the woman expected to love the husband? Or should she simply 
respect him?

Lesson 1 - Marriage



2. To assess the importance and purpose of 
marriage
To complete the 
sacrament of holy 
matrimony 

To start a family

To show commitment

To procreate which was 
God’s intention for 
humanity -

To extend the Christian 
community

To make a public 
declaration of love

To follow Jesus as he 

taught marriage 

creates unity which is 

physical and emotional. 

The couple are joined 

together through God.

The Bible teaches that 

marriage is the 

foundation for a 

secure family to bring 

children up in

Lesson 1 - Marriage



Do atheists & Humanists 
agree with marriage?

Lesson 1 - Marriage



YES but without the God bit… 
Humanism.

Read the information on Humanist Weddings and explain differences between 
religious and Humanist weddings.

Lesson 1 - Marriage

Outline of a humanist wedding ceremony
•Arrival of the couple (individually or together)
•Introductions and welcomes
•Words about love and commitment from a non-religious perspective
•Reading or poem
•The couple’s story – how they met, their shared values, hopes for the future
•What marriage means to the couple
•Reading, poem or song
•The couple’s promises/vows
•Meaningful symbolic act (e.g. handfasting)
•Exchange of rings
•Pronouncement as married
•Words of well-wishing
•Closing and departure

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wzTXicmkrQ4


Some couples choose not to marry and COHABITATE instead. Cohabitation means living 
together in a sexual relationship but without legalising the union through marriage. Christians 
do not always agree to this form of relationship.

STRETCH!! Is a cohabiting couple just as important as a married couple?

Reasons For Reasons Against

Couples can get to know each other properly
before marrying

Encourages a casual attitude towards 
relationships

If it doesn’t work they can separate without 
legal consequences

Too easy to break up and not encouraged to 
talk things through instead

Children can be brought up successfully as by 
a married couple

Children are best brought up in a stable home 
with two married parents

Marriage lacks importance: a couple can make 
a commitment to each other without a legal 
ceremony.

Bible supports lifelong marriage

Lesson 1 - Marriage



Exam Technique
A. Outline three Christian beliefs about marriage. (3 marks) 

Use three full sentences:

One Christian belief about marriage is…Another Christian belief about marriage is…A 
final Christian belief about marriage is…

C. Explain two reasons why marriage is important to Christians. You must refer to a 
source of wisdom and authority. (5 marks)

One reason that marriage is important to Christians is that…because…For example, 
(One of the three quotes you have been given). This shows the importance 
because…Another reason that marriage is important to Christians is that…This 
shows…

Lesson 1 - Marriage



LO: To explore the importance of marriage

1. To explain Christian teachings of marriage

2. To assess the importance and purpose of marriage

3. To evaluate divergent views of marriage – Christian, atheist & Humanist

Lesson 1 - Marriage



TITLE: Sexual Relationships

STRETCH: In 
which country 
is the 
percentage for 
sex outside 
marriage 
highest?
What are the 
possible 
reasons for 
this?

DO NOW – DATE, TITLE, STARTER…

Do you think sex is 
important to our 
society?

Lesson 2 – Sexual Relationships



LO: To explore attitudes to sexual relationships

I will test you on…
To give Christian teachings about sexual relationships
To explain divergent Christian attitudes towards relationships outside of marriage 
(husband and wife)
To explain different Christian attitudes towards homosexuality
To explain & compare non-religious views about sexual relationships 

Lesson 2 – Sexual Relationships



Keywords

• Procreation: sex should only be used to reproduce as God 
intended

• Sanctity of Life: all life is holy an special as it was created by God

• Adultery: a sexual act between a married person and someone 
other than their marriage partner

• Pre-marital Sex: sex before marriage which can lead to…

• Promiscuity: having sex with multiple partners on a casual basis

• Homosexuality: Sexual attraction to members of one’s own sex. 
In the UK the age of consent for homosexual and heterosexual 
sexual activity is 16.

Lesson 2 – Sexual Relationships



TASK: Let’s talk about sex

DISCUSS - Why do people want to have sex?

• Fun
• Brings a couple closer
• Make babies

Why does God want people to have sex?

God’s plan is for all sexual encounters to 
be to produce new life between MARRIED 
COUPLES. This is called procreation.

Lesson 2 – Sexual Relationships



Catholic - Sex is holy so should be saved for 
marriage… 

Liberal - Society has changed so Christians 
view should be flexible towards sex

STRETCH: In your book – which is the most convincing/strongest argument? Why? Critically 
deconstruct!

Lesson 2 – Sexual Relationships

Task 1: Give Christian teachings about sexual relationships



Premarital sex de-values 
marriage and a sacred union 
between man, wife and God

Forbidding sex in a long term 
relationship can cause undue 

stress. 

Jesus taught the Golden Rule –
‘treat others how you want to 

be treated’

Jesus taught to love thy neighbour
The Bible promotes the  

sanctity of marriage through 
having sex

Sex is a gift from God to be saved 
for their marriage partner. Many 
choose abstinence (not having 

sex).

God is omnibenevolent and 
forgiving.

It is okay if the couple loves 
each other and in a long term 

relationship.

Sexual union is meant to be the 
consummation (end) of a loving 
relationship not a forerunner to 

it.

Sex can unite a couple in a long 
term relationship. Sex is not the most important 

thing, love can be shown in many 
other ways.

“Your body is the temple of the 
Holy spirit.” (Corinthians)

‘Be fruitful and increase in 

number.’ (Genesis 1)

‘Thou shall not commit adultery’ 

(Exodus 20)

Lesson 2 – Sexual Relationships



Task 2: EXAM TECHNIQUE:
Explain divergent Christian attitudes towards relationships outside of 
marriage (husband and wife) 

C. Explain two divergent Christian attitudes towards relationships outside of 
marriage. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority. 
(5 marks)

Divergent views = different views Use the quotes 
from the 

previous page!

Lesson 2 – Sexual Relationships



Task 3: Explain different Christian & non-religious attitudes towards 
homosexuality.

• Sexual attraction to members of one’s own sex. 
In the UK the age of consent for homosexual 
and heterosexual sexual activity is 16.

• Over the next few pages, you will see divergent 
Christian teachings on homosexuality. 

• You must write down the quotes and 
teachings!

Lesson 2 – Sexual Relationships



Divergent Views on Homosexuality

Catholic reasons against Other Christians to accept

Christian reasons against 
homosexuality

Christian reasons to 
disagree

Non-religious reasons

STRETCH: Should there be gay priests?

Lesson 2 – Sexual Relationships

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjU_-rFi9jaAhUBvBQKHSOaDGoQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://stephenmillerbooks.com/2012/12/what-to-do-about-the-gay-christian/&psig=AOvVaw3o1SIoiNSRbmc5ul4EMgTU&ust=1524837245601142


God created man 
and woman to be 
married Adam & 
Eve Genesis

A same sex couple cannot 
procreate (have kids) and that 
is what God made sex for.

Homosexuality undermines the 
family unit.

The Bible states ‘Do not lie with a man as one 
lies with a woman; that is detestable.’ 
(Leviticus 18:22) 

Goes against ‘be 
fruitful and 
multiply’

Lesbian and Gay Christian 
Movement (1976) fight for equal 
rights and respect for their family 
unit.

Jesus taught the 
parable of The Good 
Samaritan. 

Situation Ethics – most loving thing

‘Every sperm is sacred’

Goes against the 
sanctity of life

Jesus taught to ‘love thy 
neighbour’

God gave us free will

God is omnibenevolent and 
forgiving

St Paul condemns 
homosexuality – it is 
‘shameful’

Consenting adults should be free 
to share sexual relationships as 
long as there is no harm.

Homosexuality has 
been legal since 1967, 
civil partnerships 
since 2002 and 
adoption since 2005

British Values!

Lesson 2 – Sexual Relationships

Task – Organise the teachings into the table…



• God created man and woman to be married.

• A same sex couple cannot procreate (have kids) and that is what God made sex for.

• Homosexuality undermines the family unit.

• Some liberal Catholics state you can be homosexual as long as you are celibate, meaning you do not have 
homosexual intercourse.

• The Bible states ‘Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman; that is detestable.’ (Leviticus 18:22)  

•‘Whoever sins sexually, sins against their own body.’ (1 Corinthians) 

Rank these reasons and record on your worksheet.
STRETCH: Give a reason for you answer.

Lesson 2 – Sexual Relationships



•Other Christians interpret passages differently due to translation from original languages. 

•Lesbian and Gay Christian Movement (1976) fight for equal rights and respect for their 
family unit.

• The relationship is judged on the strength of the love and not the gender of the people 
involved.

• Jesus taught the parable of The Good Samaritan. 

• Situation Ethics is applied. E.g. You cannot force a gay man to love a woman nor can you 
deny him love altogether. 

• Jesus taught tolerance of others different to you. 

Lesson 2 – Sexual Relationships



Reasons to accept homosexuality

Humanists fully accept same-sex 
relationships as long as there is consent 
and does not cause harm.

It is their personal choice. 

People should be free to love who they 
want.

It is the way that someone is born, not 
raised.

Reasons to reject homosexuality:

• People are afraid of what they do not 
understand

• Some atheists are similar to humanists 
but some oppose homosexuality, 
particular older generations. 

• Some oppose due to cultural 
backgrounds.

Lesson 2 – Sexual Relationships



LO: To explore attitudes to sexual relationships

I will test you on…
To give Christian teachings about sexual relationships
To explain divergent Christian attitudes towards relationships outside of marriage 
(husband and wife)
To explain different Christian attitudes towards homosexuality
To explain & compare non-religious views about sexual relationships 

Lesson 2 – Sexual Relationships



TITLE: The Importance of the Family
DO NOW: 
Date & Title

Tick where 
you are on the 
Success 
Criteria and 
Complete 
starter task on 
sheet – what 
family types 
are there?

Lesson 3 - The Importance of the Family



LO: To explore the importance of families 

To describe 5 different types of family and explain different Christian 
responses to different types of family

To give Christian teachings about the purpose and importance of family 

Lesson 3 - The Importance of the Family



TASK – Mix and Match the different family types
1. Two parents, who may be married or unmarried and 

their children living together.

2. Two same-sex parents and their children, who may be 
biologically related to either of the parents.

3. Parents, children and other relations such as 
grandparents, aunts, cousins living close together

4. One parent living alone with their children; may be 
due to divorce, separation, death.

5. Parents living together with children that one or both 
of them had in previous relationships. 

A. Extended family

B. Same sex family

C. Nuclear family

D. Single parent 
family

E. Blended Family

Lesson 3 - The Importance of the Family



TASK – Mix and Match the different family types
1. Two parents, who may be married or unmarried and 

their children living together.

2. Two same-sex parents and their children, who may be 
biologically related to either of the parents.

3. Parents, children and other relations such as 
grandparents, aunts, cousins living close together

4. One parent living alone with their children; may be 
due to divorce, separation, death.

5. Parents living together with children that one or both 
of them had in previous relationships. 

A. Extended family

B. Same sex family

C. Nuclear family

D. Single parent 
family

E. Blended Family

Lesson 3 - The Importance of the Family



Warning – clip 
sensitivity: death!

TASK: What is the 
purpose of family? 

Mind map!

Lesson 3 - The Importance of the Family

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3mJ2XYC_huo


•Emotional support, this means 
that they can offer advice and 
guidance.
•Care, this means that they can 
look after the sick, elderly and 
young.
•Teaching, this means families 
can teach you how to behave.
•Shelter, this means that families 
can provide a home.

Lesson 3 - The Importance of the Family

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZpoA6vGbigA


Task - What is the purpose of the family for Christians?

The Bible teaches that the family is very important for the following reasons…

1. Procreation – to have sex and produce children. Children are a gift from God 
and parents must look after them properly. 

2. Family teaches how to form relationships, how to live and worship God by 
raising Christian children.

3. Promotes God’s plan as shown through Adam and Eve, ‘be fruitful and 
multiply.’ (Genesis)

4. Ten Commandments states to ‘Honour your father and mother.’ (Exodus)

STRETCH!! Which reasons is the most important to Christians? Give a reason for your answer 
(this should contain some AO1)

Lesson 3 - The Importance of the Family



Task: How do Christians help families?
TASK – research Action for Children and the Children’s Society and 
answer the following:

1. How did the charity start?

2. Why did the charity start?

3. What does the charity do to help?

4. STRETCH!! What are the strengths of the charity?

Christians support charities involved with family life:

1. ‘The Children’s Society’ which works with CoE to support 
vulnerable children.

2. ‘Action for Children’ which works with Methodist Church helping 
families and children in care. 

Lesson 3 - The Importance of the Family

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u2Ntt1W2IN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KeGRYSTOZA4&list=PLWkK6i7qlQcyhQW2_knGgRiKCkZiNe_cg


Exam Technique

A. Outline three family types. (3 marks)

Give full sentences.

A. Explain two purposes of the family. (4 marks)

One purpose of the family is…This means…Another purpose of family is…This 
means..

Lesson 3 - The Importance of the Family



Divergent Christian Teachings about Family

Lesson 3 - The Importance of the Family

• Throughout the next four pages you will see divergent views about family 
types.

You must:

• Identify which family type(s) they think are important.

• Why they are important.

• STRETCH!! Which view do you think is the most convincing? Why would 
people agree with them?



Which type of family is the best?

Church of England
The family remains the most 

important grouping of human 
beings.

Children thrive, grow and 
develop within the love and 

safeguarding of a family. They 
care for the old and young.

Lesson 3 - The Importance of the Family

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiqnZHw2_vTAhWB2hoKHadSDooQjRwIBw&url=http://www.corndancer.com/fritze/tudor2/t2wivesof.html&psig=AFQjCNEWVrqGBbX6bGT65FCkMlGwLaD05w&ust=1495275071763116


Which type of family is the best?

Catholic:
‘Absolutely no grounds for 
considering homosexual 
unions to be in any way 
similar or even remotely 

analogous to God’s plan for 
marriage and the family.’

Lesson 3 - The Importance of the Family



Which type of family is the best?

Evangelical:
‘We uphold the biblical definition of 

marriage as the foundation of society and 
family life.

We need to strive to have truly 
transgenerational worship with children, 

students, unmarried people and 
grandparents.

Food banks, lone parent support, after 
school clubs are ways churches can adapt 

their ministry to the community.’

Lesson 3 - The Importance of the Family



Which type of family is the best?

British Humanist Association:
‘Family is any unit committed to 

sharing resources and mutual 
support that defines itself as such. 
The details of family arrangements 

hardly matter.

NON-
RELIGIOUS 
Viewpoint

Lesson 3 - The Importance of the Family



OPINION TASK!

1. Which type of family do you belong to?

2. Which type of family do you think the Catholic 
church prefers? Why?

3. Which type of family do you think CoE accepts and 
why?

4. Which type of family do you think Humanists and 
atheists accept? 

5. Which family do you think is the best type of family?

Lesson 3 - The Importance of the Family



LO: To explore the importance of families 

To describe 5 different types of family and explain different Christian 
responses to different types of family

To give Christian teachings about the purpose and importance of family 

Lesson 3 - The Importance of the Family



TITLE: Support for the family by the Local Parish

DO NOW:

Date and title!

Why do some families need 
help from others?

STRETCH!! Why do Christians 
want to help others? Give a 
Christian teaching to support 
your answer.

Lesson 4 – Support for the family by the Local Parish



LO: To explore how the local parish supports 
families 

All: To identify and describe how and why the local 
church community tried to support families.

Most: To explain family worship, rites of passage, 
classes for parents, groups for children, including 
Sunday school and counselling.

Some: To assess the importance of the local parish 
for Christians today.

Lesson 4 – Support for the family by the Local Parish



What is the local parish?

• A parish is a local church community that has 
one main church and one priest or vicar.

• Parish members do more than just attend 
church. They organise community activities, 
social events and fundraising for their area.

• The local parish provides many different 
services to their community, this can be to 
churchgoers (the congregation) or to the 
wider community. 

• These are services such as foodbanks; 
courses on parenting, money, mental health 
etc; Scouts and Brownies; caring for the 
young and the elderly.

Lesson 4 – Support for the family by the Local Parish

TASK: what is the local parish? 
Give an example of what they 
do to support the community.



4. How can the Local Parish help families? Christians believe it is their duty to help and support. 

Worship – hold family services to allow family to 

worship together. Sunday School children learn 

more about Christian faith.

Rites of Passage – celebrate key points in life e.g. birth or 

marriage. Important to celebrate as a family. 

Source: Jesus commanded to ‘love one another’ 

(John)

‘Let the little children come to me’ (Matthew) –

interpreted as children being important and the 

local church must help them

Counselling such as ‘Marriage Care’ or ‘Catholic Child 

Welfare Council’ Ministers/vicars may also council 

couples.

Importance:

• Provides practical, emotional & spiritual support            

• Sense of Christian community 

• Allows Christians to socialise                                                                         

• Demonstrates love of God

The next few slides will explain in detail:
• Worship
• Rites of Passage
• Groups for Children and Parents
• Local Parish Support

YOU MUST KNOW THREE KEY PIECES OF 
KNOWLEDGE FOR EACH!

Lesson 4 – Support for the family by the Local Parish



Family Worship
Family worship ceremonies include:

• A welcoming atmosphere for all children

• A specific part of the service that is for 
children, usually a small talk

• Sunday School

• Children can take part in the services 
through choir

• Older children can help to lead the 
worship of younger children

TASK: Why is this important? What does 
it teach children about Christianity?

Lesson 4 – Support for the family by the Local Parish

Special services throughout the year:
• Christingle events
• Christmas Eve crib service
• Mothering Sunday service
• Harvest Festivals



• Rites of passage are special 
events throughout a persons life.

• The Church helps to celebrate 
this through specific 
ceremonies:
• Baptism and Christenings

• Thanksgiving services that 
welcome the birth of a baby.

• Preparation for confirmation

• First communion services (drinking 
the wine and eating the bread).

Rites of Passage -

Lesson 4 – Support for the family by the Local Parish



Groups for Families Groups for parents Groups for adults

• Parent and baby toddler 
groups

• Music, art and drama 
classes

• Free tuition classes
• School assemblies
• Childcare support
• Children’s clubs

• Parenting classes
• Family counselling 
• Marriage enrichment

groups
• Baptism and confirmation 

classes
• Mother’s Union support in 

bereavement, poverty, 
imprisonment and 
education

• Alpha courses for those 
exploring their faith

• Social events
• Clubs and outings for the 

elderly
• Coffee mornings
• Bible study

Support for families..

Lesson 4 – Support for the family by the Local Parish



SOURCE! Bible story: Jesus loves little children
• Children have an 

important position 
within the family.

• When older children 
can choose to take the 
baptismal vows 
themselves in 
confirmation.

• Learn about God in 
their family or Sunday 
school and church 
youth groups.

• The church can help 
families in many 
different ways… 

QUOTE!!

The Little Children and Jesus
13 Then people brought little 
children to Jesus for him to place 
his hands on them and pray for 
them. But the disciples rebuked 
them.

14 Jesus said, “Let the little 
children come to me, and do not 
hinder them, for the kingdom of 
heaven belongs to such as these.”

STRETCH!! Take an important part of the quotation and explain it.

Lesson 4 – Support for the family by the Local Parish

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AbYM-YaeNUM


LO: To explore how the local parish supports 
families 

All: To identify and describe how and why the local 
church community tried to support families.

Most: To explain family worship, rites of passage, 
classes for parents, groups for children, including 
Sunday school and counselling.

Some: To assess the importance of the local parish 
for Christians today.

Lesson 4 – Support for the family by the Local Parish



TITLE: Contraception

Starter: What does 
contraception mean? 
List as many different 
types you can think of.

STRETCH!! Which are 
natural methods? 
Which are artificial?

Lesson 5 - Contraception



Learning Objective: To evaluate whether 
contraception should be allowed

Learning Milestone
BEG MID END

1. Give Christian teachings about family planning

2. Explain different Christian attitudes about contraception 
including Protestant & Catholic attitudes with reference to 
Humanae Vitae

3. Explain non-religious attitudes and Christian responses to 
them

4. Apply situation ethics to issues surrounding contraception and 
explain how Christians would respond

Lesson 5 - Contraception



Starter feedback

Key word – contraception is the artificial and natural methods of 
preventing pregnancy, known as birth control. 

Lesson 5 - Contraception



Divergent understandings…
When we speak of a couple having sexual intercourse and using contraception it is 
important to consider what type of relationship they are in. 

1. Casual sex is FROWNED upon by ALL Christians.

2. Unmarried couples who intent to marry is okay for liberal Christians but 
conservative Christians reject. 

3. Married couples having sex is ideal. 

Also we are not talking about homosexual sex but heterosexual sex. Sex must be 
between man and woman in order for conception to take place.

Conservatives argue: SEX IS A GIFT FROM GOD. IT MUST BE RESPECTED AND NEVER 
WASTED...

Lesson 5 - Contraception



Keep in mind the following statement:

“Contraception is a sin”

We will look at divergent Christian and non-religious 
opinions surrounding this statement. 

Plan your answer throughout this lesson.

Plan is found on the next page if you wish to use it.

Lesson 5 - Contraception



AO2 Top Tips

You should consider –

Historical context

 Would a modern day Christian 

agree?

 Would a historical Christian 

agree?

 Why?

 What is the impact?

 Did this point of view work 200 

years ago?

 Does it still work now?

Scripture vs. Catechism/Encyclical

 When was it written?

 Where it is written – Biblical? 

Pope? Saint? 

Application to real life

 Is it a logical argument?

 Is it practical?

 Can everyone follow the 

argument? 

 Do we have to be emotionally 

intelligent to understand?

Liberal vs. Traditional

 Is a Catholic going to have a 

different opinion to a C of E 

Christian? 

 Why? 

 Which interpretation of 

scripture is better?

Point one – Usually the point that agrees with the statement.

Explain ONE point – give AO1 (AT LEAST TWO quotes and/or key words that 

are developed).

WWW: AO2 – Why is this view successful? USE AO1 to back up your points

EBI: AO2 – Why is this view unsuccessful? USE AO1 to back up your points

What is the result? What should a Christian do? USE AO1 to back up your 

point

Point two – Usually the point that disagrees with the statement.

Explain ONE point – give AO1 (AT LEAST TWO quotes and/or key words 

that are developed).

WWW: AO2 – Why is this view successful? USE AO1 to back up your points

EBI: AO2 – Why is this view unsuccessful? USE AO1 to back up your points

What is the result? What should a Christian do? USE AO1 to back up your 

point

Introduction: Outline the two points of view that you are going to make – One view says…The other view says…

CONCLUSION – You have said that the result of each point is in your paragraphs….which result is stronger? (How does it 

apply in real life?) PEE



So… should Christians use contraception?

Watch the clip and make some notes!

Yes No

Lesson 5 - Contraception

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3qvxh0x996I


The importance of procreation – Humanae Vitae

Humanae Vitae (Latin for human life) is an encyclical 
that was issued by Pope in 1968 artificial 
contraception is a grave sin.

TASK: Read through some of Humanae Vitae on 
the next slide, what are the arguments?

STRETCH! AO2 – what are the strengths and 
weaknesses of this point/argument?
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Unlawful Birth Control Methods (Contraception)
14. Therefore We base Our words on the first principles of a human and Christian doctrine of marriage when 
We (the Church) are obliged once more to declare that the direct interruption of the generative process already 
begun and, above all, all direct abortion, even for therapeutic reasons, are to be absolutely excluded as lawful 
means of regulating the number of children. (14) Equally to be condemned, as the magisterium of the Church 
has affirmed on many occasions, is direct sterilization, whether of the man or of the woman, whether 
permanent or temporary. (15)

Similarly excluded is any action which either before, at the moment of, or after sexual intercourse, is specifically 
intended to prevent procreation—whether as an end or as a means. (16)

Neither is it valid to argue, as a justification for sexual intercourse which is deliberately contraceptive, that a 
lesser evil is to be preferred to a greater one, or that such intercourse would merge with procreative acts of 
past and future to form a single entity, and so be qualified by exactly the same moral goodness as these. 
Though it is true that sometimes it is lawful to tolerate a lesser moral evil in order to avoid a greater evil or in 
order to promote a greater good," it is never lawful, even for the gravest reasons, to do evil that good may 
come of it (18)—in other words, to intend directly something which of its very nature contradicts the moral 
order, and which must therefore be judged unworthy of man, even though the intention is to protect or promote 
the welfare of an individual, of a family or of society in general. Consequently, it is a serious error to think that a 
whole married life of otherwise normal relations can justify sexual intercourse which is deliberately contraceptive 
and so intrinsically wrong.
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Contraception is not acceptable

• Contraception was originally 
seen as a sin! 

• Catholics and some Protestants 
are traditionally conservative 
believing it is sinful as it prevents 
humans from fulfilling God’s 
command ‘Be fruitful and 
increase in number.’ (Genesis 1)

Lesson 5 - Contraception



Lesson 5 - Contraception

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g8fheDIG_RA


Yes – you can use contraception

• Anglicans were the first to speak in favour of artificial contraception at the
Lambeth Conference 1930.

• Natural methods are seen to be okay as you are not physically preventing 
the work of God.

• Life of the mother! Sanctity of life, ‘thou shall not kill’ (Exodus) 

• Already married and have children, want to enjoy sex as an expression of 
love with marriage partner.

• NO NEVER for rape, adultery, promiscuity & pre-marital 
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TASK – Complete the table using the next few pages…
Contraception 
method

How it works Divergent Christian views…

Barrier method 
(cap/condom)

Barrier to prevent conception

Pill, injection or 
patch

Chemical barrier to prevent conception

IUD/Coil Prevents fertilised egg from implanting 
in womb

Morning-after 
pill

Chemical method to prevent fertilised 
egg from implanting

Sterilisation or 
vasectomy

Surgical procedure making it 
impossible to conceive
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Catholic Perspective:

Unacceptable. 
Pope Paul VI in 1968 

wrote a letter Humanae
Vitae (Latin for Human 

Life) confirmed it is 
wrong to use artificial 

methods.

Liberal Perspective:

Acceptable as it acts 
before conception takes 

place. Also sex is for 
bringing a couple closer 

together.

Male Condom: Fits around the penis and 
prevents semen entering the woman.

Diaphragms and caps fit inside the vagina and 
cover the cervix.
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Catholic Perspective:

Unacceptable as it 
unnaturally avoids 

conception. 
It is a grave sin and 

should never be 
considered.

Liberal Perspective:

Acceptable as takes place 
before conception. The 
couple may have good 
reasons not to have a 

child just yet.

A pill taken daily, injection lasts up to 13 weeks, 
patch lasts for 1 week – they contain hormones which 

prevent pregnancy.
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Most Christians believe:

Unacceptable as conception has already 
taken place. 

Breaks the sanctity of life. 

Prevents a fertilised egg from implanting in the womb. 
Lasts from 5-10 years depending on which type you get. 

Must be inserted by a nurse or doctor.
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Most Christians believe:

Life begins at conception so preventing this is a sin. 
(Sometimes seen as an abortion).

It may encourage irresponsible sexual behaviour as does not 
require any consideration before having sex.

A pill that is taken after intercourse. It is a chemical 
method to prevent a fertilised egg from implanting 

into the womb.
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Catholic Perspective:

Unacceptable as it 
unnaturally avoids 

conception. 

Liberal Christians:

Only acceptable on health 
grounds or if a couple 
decide not to have any 

more children. 

Men: The tube in the penis is cut or sealed with heat 
preventing sperm from leaving the body.

Woman: The fallopian tubes are sealed, cut or tied to 
prevent the release of an egg into the womb. 
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Non-Religious Attitudes 

• Humanists: people should think for 
themselves and make decision based 
on what makes them happy. 

• If contraception ‘results in every child 
being a wanted child and in better, 
healthier lives for women, it must be a 
good thing.’ 
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Non-Religious Attitudes 
• 1877 Charles Bradlaugh (Leader 

of National Secular Society) and 
Annie Besant were imprisoned 
for publishing a book that 
supported contraception. 

• Currently many liberal Christians 
tend to agree with Humanists 
and adopt flexible approaches to 
contraception.
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What is situation ethics and how can it be used to 
make a decision on contraception?

• Introduced by Joseph Fletcher in 1966.

• Based on ‘agape’ meaning sacrificial love, or specifically, 
Jesus’ love.

• The main principle states that you should ‘do the most 
loving thing.’

• It asks the question, what would Jesus do or say?

• STRETCH! How can situation ethics be used to agree and 
disagree with the use of contraception. Give two 
opposing situations that it could be applied to.  
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Exam Technique 

B: Explain two different Christian beliefs about contraception. (4 marks)

D: ‘Contraception is a sin.’ Evaluate the statement, you must refer to:

• Christian teachings

• Different Christian teachings

• Non-Religious 

• Relevant ethical arguments

• Justified conclusion (12 marks)

Lesson 5 - Contraception

There is a plan 
at the 

beginning of 
this lesson.



Learning Objective: To evaluate whether 
contraception should be allowed

Learning Milestone
BEG MID END

1. Give Christian teachings about family planning

2. Explain different Christian attitudes about contraception 
including Protestant & Catholic attitudes with reference to 
Humanae Vitae

3. Explain non-religious attitudes and Christian responses to 
them

4. Apply situation ethics to issues surrounding contraception and 
explain how Christians would respond
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TITLE: Divorce

Starter: What does divorce mean?
STRETCH & CHALLENGE: Identify reasons why people may want a divorce.

Lesson 6 - Divorce



LO: To explore divergent attitudes towards divorce

Success Criteria BEG MID END
Give Christian teachings about divorce and remarriage
Explain different Christian attitudes about divorce and 
remarriage
Explain different non-religious attitudes about divorce and 
remarriage and Christian responses
Apply situation ethics to issues surrounding divorce and explain 
how Christians would respond
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What is divorce?

• The legal termination of a 
marriage.

TASK – Mind map about the 
questions below:

• What do you think are the 
most common reasons for a 
divorce?

• What do you think 
Christianity teaches about 
divorce?
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The Christian church is divided on the subject of divorce. 

In the Bible Jesus appears to give two different teachings… 
silly Jesus.

Christian teachings are DIVERGENT!

Divorce is okay 
in the case of 

unfaithfulness. 
(Matthew 19)

‘Anyone who 
divorces his wife 

and marries another 
woman commits 

adultery against her.’ 
(Mark 10)

Lesson 6 - Divorce

REMINDER! 
What does 
divergent 
mean?! 

Different!

‘A wife must not 
separate from her 

husband. But if she 
does, she must 

remain unmarried… 
A husband must 
not divorce his 
wife.’ St Paul



The Catholic View
• Divorce is not possible because marriage vows are a 

covenant (agreement/promise/contract) made by both 
partners to each other and to God. 

• A couple can never be divorced according to God’s law. 

• A Catholic who does divorce can not remarry in a 
Catholic church. 

• But they will declare a marriage to be null (annulment) 
in some circumstances e.g. forced to marry or under 
age.

‘Between the baptised, a ratified and consummated marriage cannot be 
dissolved by any human power for any reason other than death.’ (Catechism of 

the Catholic Church)
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Annulment: A legal declaration by the state that the marriage never lawfully took place.

1. Watch the clip. 

2. Note down reasons why you are allowed an 
annulment. (Towards the end of the clip).

UK Government says…

Lesson 6 - Divorce

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-44LiLMERYs


The Protestant View

Divorce can be permitted on the grounds: 

1. Humans make mistakes and relationships break down

2. God forgives mistakes

3. After asking God’s forgiveness believers may divorce and 
marry again. 

Divorced people can remarry in a Protestant church if the 
local clergy agree. BUT conservative Protestants still 
disapprove of divorce and remarriage.

‘Marriage should always be undertaken as a lifelong commitment but 
there are circumstances in which as divorced person may be married in 

church.’ (CoE statement on marriages)
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PROVE YOUR LEARNING TASK!

A. State three Christian attitudes towards divorce. (3 marks)

B. Explain two divergent Christian beliefs on divorce. (4 marks)

Give a score out of 3 and 4 
WWW
EBI
Peer Assessed by…
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A. One Christian teaching on divorce is that it is never accepted in the Catholic church 
as divorce would be breaking a promise to God. 

Another attitude is that it is not okay as disrespects God’s gift of marriage. 

Another attitude is that it is not okay as would break the covenant made under holy 
matrimony. 

B. One belief on divorce is that it is okay under the Protestant church. This is because 
they recognise that relationships can break down and God forgives mistakes.

However a divergent belief is that divorce is never okay as it is seen as a sin by the 
Catholic church. This means that a couple has made a holy promise to God which can 
not ever be broken as it is a spiritual connection not just a legal union. 

FEEDBACK!
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The statistics…
• There were 114,720 divorces in 

England and Wales in 2013.

• In 2013 there were 98 divorces 
per thousand married couples 
and divorce was highest among 
couples aged 40 to 44.

Task - What do these statistics 
suggest about marriage and divorce? 

STRETCH - Why do you think these 
patterns has emerged?
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Why has divorce increased?

• Divorce Reform Act 1969 - it became much easier for couples to escape an 
unhappy marriage. Neither partner had to prove fault lay with their 
husband or wife any longer, and as a result the divorce rate shot up. 

• Before this it was really difficult to get a divorce, it was expensive, people 
put up with unhappy marriages and if you did divorce you were 
discriminated against by society.

• This is no longer the case…
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Non-Religious Views
• Very varied

• Atheists may object to divorce due to social or cultural reasons.

• Others think it is up to the couple to decide what is better. 

• Humanists believe that you have one life, and therefore it is important to be 
happy!

‘Though marriage is a useful social institution, 
humanists do not believe that it is ‘sacred’, 

recognise that some relationships fail and so 
support liberal divorce laws.’ (British Humanist 

Association)
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How might a Christian respond to Humanist views?
How might a Catholic respond?

How might a liberal Protestant respond?
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TASK 
3
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AO2! What is situation ethics and how can you apply it to divorce?

1. In what situations 
would they argue FOR 
divorce? 

2. In what situations 
would they argue 
AGAINST divorce?

STRETCH: How MIGHT a 
Catholic respond to this?
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LO: To explore divergent attitudes towards divorce

Success Criteria BEG MID END
Give Christian teachings about divorce and remarriage
Explain different Christian attitudes about divorce and 
remarriage
Explain different non-religious attitudes about divorce and 
remarriage and Christian responses
Apply situation ethics to issues surrounding divorce and explain 
how Christians would respond
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TITLE: Roles of Men & Women in the Family

Starter: To what extent are men and women equal?
STRETCH & CHALLENGE: What were the reasons for these protests?

PAST PRESENT

Lesson 7 –Equality of men and women in the family



LO: To what extent are men and women equal?

Learning Milestone BEG MID END

Lesson 7. Roles of Men & Women in Family: 
Give Christian teachings about the equality of men and 
women in the family

Explain different Christian views about roles of men and 
women in the family

Lesson 7 –Equality of men and women in the family



What should the 
wife be 

responsible for?

TASK: 
Mind map around these 
questions.

STRETCH!! AO2 Would 
these questions have the 
same answers if they 
were asked 200 years 
ago?

What should the 
husband be 

responsible for?

What do you think 
the Bible teaches 
about male and 

female roles within 
the family?
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What does Christianity teach about the roles of men and 
women within the family?

Catholics, Protestants and all other Christians believe that each gender is holy 
and sacred. However they differ on opinion of what each gender should do to 
live the perfect Christian life. Who will look after the children?

So what does the Bible teach?
Medium: Read the quotes on the worksheet and explain their meaning in 
your own words.

Higher: Read the quotes on the worksheet and explain how they can be 
interpreted to agree and disagree with equality. This is a challenge!

STRETCH: Which quote do you think is the most significant for our 
understanding of male & female roles within the family?
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“So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he 

created them.” (Genesis 1)

‘Honour your father and mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you.’ 

(Exodus 20:12)

The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 

(Genesis 3:12-16)

Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the 

wife… Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church. (Ephesians 5:22-33)

‘The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him… Then the 

Lord God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man” (Genesis 2:18-23)

Lesson 7 –Equality of men and women in the family



Feedback
• “So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; 

male and female he created them.’ (Genesis 1:26-27) 
• Men and women are equal as were both created in the image of God. They were 

created at the same time and both given authority to rule over the rest of creation.

• ‘The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from 
the tree, and I ate it.”’ (Genesis 3:12-16)

• The woman is responsible for corrupting man and causing the Fall from Grace. 
Women are therefore not as respected within the church and they are not given 
roles of responsibility.

• ‘Honour your father and mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord 
your God is giving you.’ (Exodus 20:12)

• Men and women are equal as they are both to be honoured and respected, at least 
according to the 10 Commandments!
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• ’Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord. 23 For the 
husband is the head of the wife… Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the 
church.’ (Ephesians 5:22-33)

• Men and women are equal but different as they have different roles. Some think that 
husbands have the responsibility to love and protect the family. Women have a 
responsibility to love, submit (accept authority) and respect their husbands. Some liberal 
Christians disagree that the husband is the head of the wife.

• ‘The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable 
for him… Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man” 
(Genesis 2:18-23)

• Women are not equal to men as they are only there to ‘help’ the man. Women are also 
made from men and therefore should be grateful. However, it could be interpreted that 
women are necessary to the survival of mankind, without her, men would be lost.

Feedback
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Divergent Christian Teachings

• Task: Divergent examples of how Christians have opposed gender 
prejudice and discrimination?

• Read each statement from each different church… explain what YOU think of 
this. How far do you think this will encourage equality between sexes?
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Divergent Christians view gender equality?

‘The Church has the duty to contribute to the 
recognition and liberation of women, following the 
example of Jesus…

Both men and women are the ‘image’ of the 
Creator.’

The Catholic Church

Lesson 7 –Equality of men and women in the family



Divergent Christians view gender equality?

‘Belief in God as love expressed in relationships. Understanding of humanity 
as made in God’s image and possess equal worth.’

Church of England
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Divergent Christians view gender equality?

Gender equality is a core focus of our work. We believe that women and men 
are equal in the eyes of God.

Too often women’s contributions to family life, work, church and politics are 
ignored or dismissed.

Mother’s Union
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Divergent Christians view gender equality?

There are many circumstances where unequal and inappropriate relationships 
of domination and subordination… we encourage a better interpretation of 
love.

Methodist marriage 

ceremonies have dropped

the word ‘obey’.

Methodist Church

Lesson 7 –Equality of men and women in the family



Roles of Men and Women in the Family: Equality between genders is very important in society 

today

Catholic: both sexes are equal but have different roles 

in the family mother to take care of children and 

father as protector

God: God made woman from Adam’s rib woman is 

inferior

Bible: ‘I will make a helper suitable for him.’ (Genesis) 

Man is the head of the household

Bible: “God said to the woman, “What is this you have 

done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, 

and I ate.” Women are punished for their role in 

tempting man to disobey God

Divergent: both sexes are equal and 

anyone can perform whatever role they 

want for the family.

God: Both men and women were 

created in the image of God and must 

work together. 

St Paul: ‘There is neither Jew nor 

Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is 

there male and female, for you are all in 

one in Christ Jesus.’

Bible: ‘male and female he created 

them.’ (Genesis)

Humanist & Atheist: Likely to accept modern attitudes of equality.  Equality Act of 2010 // 

Suffragettes 
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LO: To what extent are men and women equal?

Learning Milestone BEG MID END

Lesson 7. Roles of Men & Women in Family: 
Give Christian teachings about the equality of men and women 
in the family

Explain different Christian views about roles of men and 
women in the family
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TITLE: Gender prejudice and discrimination
Starter: Complete the timeline!
STRETCH & CHALLENGE: What were the reasons for these protests?

Lesson 8 – Gender Equality and Discrimination



LO: To what extent are men and women equal?

Learning Milestone BEG MID END

Gender Prejudice & Discrimination: 
Give Christian teachings about gender prejudice & discrimination

Give examples of how Christians have opposed gender prejudice and 
discrimination

Explain different Christian attitudes to gender differences including 
the role of women in the church
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KEYWORDS! What are gender prejudice and 
discrimination?
Gender prejudice – making 
judgements about men and women 
on the basis of their gender e.g. 
judging all women to be 
emotionally fragile or all men to be 
emotionally strong. 

Gender discrimination – acting 
upon prejudice about someone’s 
gender e.g. not appointing a woman 
to a high-pressure job on the 
assumption she is too fragile.
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Lesson 8 – Gender Equality and Discrimination

‘The Lord God said, “It is not 

good for the man to be alone. I 

will make a helper suitable for 

him… Then the Lord God made a 

woman from the rib he had 

taken out of the man” (Genesis 

2:18-23) If women are the 
helper to the 

husband… is sexism 
is acceptable? 

Give both sides…



BE LIKE JESUS!

Jesus treated women very well…

• The woman caught in adultery (John 8)

• Spoke to a Samaritan woman who was 
hated by others (John 4)

• Healed a sick woman who was outcast 
from her community (Mark 5)

What does Christianity teach about opposing gender prejudice 
& discrimination?

Lesson 8 – Gender Equality and Discrimination
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Y9ZcxRkrpg
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St Paul said: 

‘There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male 
and female, for you are all in one in Christ Jesus.’ (St Paul - Galatians 3)

Equality – St Paul

TASK! 

Break it down, what does the quote mean?

STRETCH!! How does the quote teach Christians 
to act in real life?
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How have Christians opposed gender prejudice and discrimination?

Wedding vows and domestic violence

• For many years in Anglican wedding 
ceremonies men vowed to ‘love and cherish’ 
their wife. 

• In 2006 the Church issued a report on how it 
could help to tackle domestic violence which 
it recognised the vow of obedience could 
appear to condone abusive relationships. 

• It went on to launch guidelines on 
acceptable vows.
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Explain two ways Christians oppose gender prejudice and 
discrimination. 

Role of women in church

• Ordination of women into priesthood.

• Anglican church started ordaining women in 1994. 

• Catholic church does not do this. ‘I do not permit a 
woman to tach or to assume authority over a man.’ (St 
Paul - 1 Timothy)

TASK –
1. Click on the play button. 
2. Take notes on the article, you must write down three 

questions that you have following reading the article.
3. Then, choose one of your questions to research and 

answer.
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Are religions unfair to women?

Watch the clip and make notes on different arguments…

STRETCH!! Are the arguments strong or weak? Why?

Yes No

Lesson 8 – Gender Equality and Discrimination
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Exam Technique

A: Outline three Christian teachings about the equality of men and women in the 
family. (3 marks)

C: Explain two reasons why Christians have different views about the equality of 
men and women in the family. In your answer you must refer to a source of 
wisdom and authority. (5 marks)

D. ‘Women should have the same leadership roles as men within the Church.’ 
Evaluate including:
• Christian teachings
• Different Christian teachings
• Justified conclusion (12 marks)
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LO: To what extent are men and women equal?

Learning Milestone BEG MID END

Gender Prejudice & Discrimination: 
Give Christian teachings about gender prejudice & discrimination

Give examples of how Christians have opposed gender prejudice and 
discrimination

Explain different Christian attitudes to gender differences including 
the role of women in the church
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Exam Questions Bank
• Outline 3 Christian beliefs about marriage. (3)

• Explain two reasons why marriage is important to 
Christians. In your answer you should refer to a source 
of wisdom and authority. (5)

• Explain two reasons why some Christians would agree 
with cohabitation. (4)

• Explain two reasons why some Christians would 
disagree with cohabitation. In your answer you should 
refer to a source of wisdom and authority. (5)

• Explain two Christian teachings from the Bible about 
the nature of sexual relationships. (4)

• Explain two Christian views on adultery. In your answer 
you should refer to a source of wisdom and authority. 
(5)

• Outline 3 purposes of family for Christians. (3)

• “Family is very important to Christians today.” (12)

• Outline 3 ways the local parish can support families. (3)

• Explain two reasons why the local parish believes it has 
a responsibility to support families. (4)

• “Support given by the Church community and parish 
would be useful for all families.” (12)

• Explain two reasons why some Christians allow the use of 
contraception. (4)

• Outline 3 reasons why some Christians may be against divorce. 
(3)

• “Divorce is always wrong for Christians.” (12)
• “Men and women should have equal roles within the family.” 

(12)
• “Men and women will never be equal.” (12)
• “Christians should treat men and women equally.” (12)
• Explain two reasons why Christians believe gender discrimination 

is wrong. In your answer you should refer to a source of wisdom 
and authority. (5)

• Outline three Christian beliefs about marriage (3)
• Explain two reasons why Christians are against same sex 

marriages (5)
• Outline three types of families (3)
• Explain two reasons why the family is important to Christians (5)
• Outline three ways in which the local parishes help families (3)
• Outline three reasons why Humanists are in favour of all 

methods of contraception (3)
• Outline 3 reasons why support given by the parish to family is 

important today. (3)
• Explain two reasons why there are different Christian attitudes to 

contraception. (4)



Exam Tips & Tricks


