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6th July 2020 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

 
I hope you are well.  I would like to update you on the plans for September as far as is 
possible, to prepare all students for a full time return. The key points from the DfE guidance 
and what we are doing are as follows: 

 
In accordance with Government guidance, all students, in all year groups, are expected to 
return to school full-time from the beginning of the autumn term, including those currently 
shielding.  We have been liaising with Fords, our main bus provider, who have been fantastic 
throughout this pandemic.  Unfortunately, from September we cannot  provide separate 
buses for each year group due to student numbers. However, students will be able to 
sanitise their hands and if possible we advise that students wear a face covering whilst 
travelling on buses. Obviously the preferred method would be to walk or cycle to school, 
however, due to the wide range of villages and areas that our students live in, we realise that 
this is not possible for everyone.  
  
A system of controls will be implemented to reduce the risk of transmission of Covid-19. 
These will build on the protective measures which you are already familiar with, such as 
“bubbles” so each year group will become a “bubble”. Each “bubble” will be assigned an 
entry and exit point, and this will be shared prior to September so that students are aware of 
which entrance and exit to use.  Individual year groups will remain in one area of the school, 
for example, Year 9 may remain in the Science block for all lessons. Due to the need to keep 
students in “bubbles” we will be limited for space. Where previously students have been able 
to walk freely around the academy, this will not be possible in the first instance. Each 
“bubble'' will have a designated eating area and space for break and lunch.  However due to 
staggered timings, and to ensure that every student can eat, if they wish to purchase food 
they will only have one opportunity of purchasing food, i.e; either break or lunch time, as we 
need to ensure each area is thoroughly cleaned and that the “bubbles” remain apart whilst 
on site. This means that lessons will be slightly different; however, we will continue to ensure 
that the curriculum remains broad and ambitious. I do not want to restrict any pathways or 
choices for students.  Unfortunately, due to the nature of some practical subjects such as 
Technology, the delivery of the full curriculum offer will not be possible in the way we would 
normally teach it; again due to Government guidelines.  Please be assured, however, that 
subject leaders and all staff will be working on curriculum plans over the summer to ensure 
that we can continue to deliver an engaging and broad curriculum offer, and continue to offer 
whatever is possible in the current climate. 
  
We will, of course,  be engaging with the Government’s “Test and Trace” process.  Systems 
will be set up and we will work with Public Health England guidance on these matters if 
required. No one really knows what September will look like, or if local lockdowns will 
happen. However we will continue to plan accordingly, and will also ensure that the remote 
education platform that we have used thus far, Google Classroom, will continue to be in 
place and continue to be of the highest quality, and continually monitored and improved. If a 
local lockdown does happen, we will start to introduce “live online lessons” if needed.  
  

 

 



 

All that said, from September 2020, all students will be expected to attend school and all 
lessons, and we have been advised to follow the usual protocol regarding attendance, 
including fines for non-attendance if appropriate. I am awaiting more guidance around this 
and will share with you as soon as I have it.  

 
In preparation for a return in the new term, please ensure you have checked our website for 
uniform expectations.  Hopefully, this letter will  give you plenty of notice to purchase items 
of uniform if required. Again, following Government guidance, the expectation is that 
students will be in full uniform for the start of the new term in September. However, on days 
that your child has PE they will be able to wear the school PE uniform instead, as changing 
rooms will not be able to be used.  

 
I am aware that during lockdown several students may have experimented with dyeing their 
hair (no doubt in a vast array of colours), or tried new hairstyles; trying out piercings or new 
jewellery, new nail colours and styles etc.  However, all students must return with naturally 
coloured and appropriate hairstyles, nails etc. in line with the Academy’s uniform policy. 
Unfortunately, if this is not adhered to, students will be sent home to get things “fixed”, as we 
will adhere to the behaviour policy around this. If your child has had a facial piercing, for 
example, they must remove it before entering the Academy. Nails should be natural and not 
false, kept at a short length.   Again, we hope that this letter will give you plenty of notice in 
order to arrange these things before the full school return in September.Please do read our 
uniform policy on our website for further details.  

 
Wellbeing meetings will continue until we break up for summer and we will continue to 
support your child/ren as best as we can through this transition period. “Young Minds” have 
put together mental health and wellbeing support to support the transition back to school for 
students and parents.  Below are the links which I hope you will find useful.  
Student Support - https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/looking-after-yourself/coronavirus-
and-mental-health/ 
  
Parent Support - https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/supporting-your-child-
during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/ 
  
For those students who are due to take GCSE, AS and A level exams next year and whose 
preparation has been thrown off course, Ofqual is currently consulting to determine what 
changes, if any, have to be made to those exams. Ofqual is considering a range of options, 
including the possibility of moving them back a little next summer to allow for more teaching 
time. Hopefully, in September we will know what Ofqual have decided.  
  
Thank you to the parents/carers that have completed the survey regarding the Government 
catch up fund; your views are very important to us as we plan for the next academic year.  

 
This has been an extraordinary period; it has been challenging for everyone and I genuinely 
appreciate how hard it has been to continue with education from home. In the new term we 
will work with your child and yourselves to ensure you are fully aware of what is required to 
narrow any gaps in learning/knowledge. Mrs Bennett (Vice-Principal) will be sharing a letter 
with you this week regarding support for those parents/students that wish to continue to work 
over the summer.  

 
Thank you for your ongoing support and I look forward to returning to some semblance of 
normality in September. Just a reminder; we break up on Wednesday 15th July at 1.30pm 
for Year 10, Year 12 and key worker students.  
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I will send you another letter next week with further plans for September.  

 
Kind regards, 
 
 

 

 
Mrs Emma Baker  
Principal 
   

 


