
Hi all,

This is our final newsletter instalment before the summer holidays. I wanted to tell you how proud 
I have been as your Achievement Director over the last two years. When you started your time at 
Ormiston Rivers Academy, some of you were very excited, nervous or some combination of the two. 
Since that day, you have matured into incredible young people with bright futures ahead of you. 
Your confidence and resilience is growing every year, and it will continue to do so until you leave 
Ormiston Rivers Academy.

I wish that I had been able to say goodbye to you all in the more traditional method of an assembly. 
However, this is obviously not possible in the current situation. So this is a goodbye from me. I will 
be moving back to Lincolnshire to be closer to my family. I am sure you can all appreciate how 
important family has been over the last few months. Please make sure that you have a good rest 
this summer holiday, so you are refreshed for school in September. In my free time over the last few 
weeks, I have had a go at slacklining. I am slightly less glamorous at this than Miss Marks (see the 
picture below). I also went on a beautiful socially distanced walk with my friends from University. It 
was wonderful to see them and catch up after so long apart. It is also amazing that we have stayed 
in touch being a 4 ½ hour drive apart! I have also included two other pictures, one is of a quiche that 
I made for a picnic. I was so proud of it and it tasted amazing. The other picture is my cat, Binky lying 
on my yoga mat whilst I was trying to get my daily meditation in!

Miss Spencer’s Goodbye:
July 2020
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Miss Towns (Your New Achievement Director)

Picture taken in Monkey Forest,  
Bali, Indonesia

If I can leave you with one piece of advice, it is that your mistakes do not define you. We all make 
them. You are in control of the way that others see you. Be the best version of yourself and that is 
what other people will see.

It has been wonderful working with you over the last two years and I am looking forward to hearing 
about how you are doing as you continue on your school journey. As always year 8, keep making me 
proud. You are a fantastic year group and your future looks bright.
Kind regards,
Miss Spencer

Ps, I would like to introduce you to your new Achievement Director, Miss Towns, who has a few words 
for you!

Miss Spencer
x

Hello everyone, 
 
My name is Miss Towns and as of September when you return as Year 9, I will be your new Achievement 
Director!
 
I thought I would share a little about myself so that I am not a completely new face when I get to 
meet you. 
 
I have worked in education for the last eight years in a 
variety of roles and places, including teaching in China for 6 
months, which was an incredible experience! I will be joining 
the Maths department at Ormiston! 
 
My passion in life is travel and seeing the world which I try 
to do at any given opportunity. I have been very lucky to live 
in beautiful countries like Australia and America as well as 
explore parts of Asia and New Zealand. 
 
When my feet are settled on UK ground, I enjoy spending 
time with my friends and family going out for dinners, 
playing sport (rounders is a personal favourite) or taking my 
dog for long walks along the seafront. 
 
I am super excited to become your Achievement Director 
and look forward to meeting you all in the not so distant future. 
 
Take care
 
Miss Towns 



8CHO

Hello team!

I really hope you are all well. I can only imagine how you have changed in the time I have not seen 
you. You will have grown, both physically and emotionally, I am sure. My son has grown 4cm! Your 
ability to work at home and keep motivated during this time will have developed skills that will 
be useful for the rest of your lifelong learning, and I hope that you can recognise everything you 
have achieved. I am very proud of you. 

I have been keeping busy with school work and have enjoyed planning and 
recording lessons (although I did receive feedback that I need to speak up!). 
When I’ve not been on my laptop I have been busy in the garden. The seeds 
sown at the beginning of lockdown are now established plants and in some 
cases have already been eaten! My lavender bushes are a haven for bees as 
you can see!

I have also been reading a lot more than I usually get to do. Lots of crime 
fiction (my favourite!) but other genres too. Non-fiction books on motherhood, 

teaching and maths (Bobby Seagull’s “The Life Changing Magic Of Numbers” was wonderful; easy 
to read with lots of logic puzzles to get you thinking!) My very kind neighbour and I have been 
exchanging books and ‘The Places I’ve Cried” was one I really enjoyed; the emotions the author 
described felt very authentic. Thank you to Emma for recommending the Percy Jackson books, my 
daughter is really enjoying them! 
                                                               
I have started a lockdown scrapbook with photographs and 
recollections of this strange time. My mum has cut out articles 
and cartoons from the newspaper for me and I’m looking 
forward to sticking them all in. She often includes obituaries 
(the life story of someone who has recently died) and there 
have been some fantastic women featured in recent weeks. I 
was especially inspired by a mathematician called Ann Mitchell 
who was a code breaker at Bletchley Park (which enabled 
German messages to be read by the British). One of only 5 
women in her year accepted to read Mathematics at Oxford 
she had previously won a scholarship to Headington School, 
her school reports noted that “she works hard”.
                                                                    
Keeping working hard 8CHO. I hope you all enjoy a good 
summer with friends and family (following the rules of course) 
and I look forward to seeing you when you are 9CHO. 

By Mrs Hoare
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8RIR

I have been pleased to see how many of you have been engaging with the google classroom. Being self-
motivated to do this is a really mature skill and one which employers will value highly. Well done!

Some of you have thrived on the flexibility that home learning has given you, though I know you all would 
like to be in and see all your friends again. I have been in, teaching the Year 12 and the key worker students 
and whilst it is not “the old normal”, it has been good to connect with some I have only been communicating 
by email with for several months. Your time will come. In the words of Dame Vera Lynn (who sadly passed 
away recently) “We’ll meet again”.  Until then continue to show the high levels of maturity you have 
already demonstrated by engaging with your google classrooms. 

However different the summer holiday is, when it comes, use it to recharge and refresh yourselves, so that 
you are ready to face Year 9 and excel so that your past, present and future self could say that you did your 
best. 

I look forward to catching up with you when we are able to. In the meantime, stay safe,

By Mr Irven

8LHR

Hi Year 8!  

These last few months have been the strangest in my career as a teacher and in my life.  We have all had 
to learn how to get on with the business of teaching and learning in an entirely new space that is online 
teaching and learning.  I have to say that you have shown that in this “new normal” we can still get on 
with it.  Students have shown curiosity for learning new things and have taken the time to share these 
new discoveries with me and sometimes with their classmates too.  I am proud to see how resilient and 
hardworking you have been during these very strange times and I want you all to take these new found 
skills and apply them throughout your everyday life.

During my down time I have continued my renewed interest in baking and last week I made a mango pound 
cake.  It was delicious!  I have started to make comfort dishes from home such as curried chicken, chicken 
soup with loads of root vegetables and, as a treat, banana fritters.  For the past few days the weather 
has been gloriously warm and it reminds me so much of home (even though I personally prefer cooler 
temperatures).  I hope everyone has been taking advantage of this wonderful weather and getting outside 
to engage in fun activities.

As we get closer to summer don’t lose steam but push on and keep working hard.  I hope you all enjoy your 
summer holidays and really take the time to unwind from a very interesting term.  You have all worked 
hard and deserve it.  

I look forward to seeing you all in September for Year 9.  Some of you must be wondering where the time 
has gone!

See you soon!

By Ms. Harris
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8MMC

Hello my lovely namesakes! 

What a strange year this has been. I’ve been spending most of my time indoors listening to the 
cries of Delilah who is teething. Most of the time I wish I was back at school! Other than that 
I have been renovating a doll’s house, taking long walks with Gruffalo, making stuff out of salt 
dough and stuffing my face (diet starts tomorrow). 

Through all of this change and uncertainty one thing has stayed the same- you guys! I have been 
so impressed with how well you all have been tackling this new way of life and Google classroom. 
I am so proud to call you my mentor group and can’t wait to see what successful young adults 
you will all become. I have loved being back at school after my maternity leave, but unfortunately, 
I won’t be returning to ORA in September. I will be moving onto a new school in South Benfleet. I 
really will miss you all. I will miss Keeaun’s stories, our talent shows and even telling Henri to tuck 
his shirt in! 

Do not change 8MMC. You are all special and unique and such characters. I feel that my time with 
you has made me a better teacher and person. Spend the summer holidays resting so that you are 
ready for year 9 (where have these two years gone?!) and continue being brilliant! Be kind to your 
new mentor and… Henri tuck your shirt in! 

I am still here for a chat so please do email me!

Miss McDonagh
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8JBL

It feels very strange to have not seen you all in so long, I feel like you will all be much more mature 
and grown up when I see you next, isn’t it crazy that you will be in Year 9?! I have been very proud 
of all of the work you have been doing whilst we have not been in school. A special shout out to 
Reed for winning the First Give prize money, what a wonderful achievement.

My summer is looking a little better now that we may be able 
to sit in gardens and socially distance with a few friends that 
I have not seen in a long time. But by far the most exciting 
news is that I have been lucky enough to get two new kittens 
during the lockdown, they are called Clover and Moss (Moss 
is the one in the picture). They are currently unable to go 
outside and therefore my house is the warmest place on 
earth with no windows and doors open! Not long until they 
get their last lot of vaccinations and they can adventure 
around Mayland. 

I have been enjoying Burnham more than usual recently as 
often I only go to work in our nice town, but it was lovely to 
sit out and enjoy the summer solstice. I thought to myself 
that we are all very lucky to live somewhere so nice and that 
I often take it for granted.
                                           

I look forward to seeing you all again in September and 
hearing about your summers, no doubt you will all shout 
over one another and I will not understand a word you 
are all saying! But then, it wouldn’t be our mentor group 
otherwise would it? 

Keep safe lovely people.

By Ms Blatch
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8HMA

Wow, what a whirlwind of a time! We are now in our 4th month having not seen each other and I can’t quite 
believe the summer holidays are approaching. Well done to every single one of you for making the best 
efforts to get through this time. I have loved seeing pictures that some of you have sent me of what you are 
getting up to. You have all been trying so unbelievably hard with making a ‘new normal’ at home. Hopefully 
you have learnt some new things about yourselves and maybe discovered some new skills!

Some things I have been up to keeping me occupied outside school hours!

My parents have a boat that we weren’t allowed to sail at the beginning of 
lockdown but as I am sure some of you “boaty” ones are aware, the sailing clubs 
are back open! So, we have spent a couple of weekends sailing on the blackwater 
river which has been a lot of fun. This is a picture of my twin painting the dinghy 
ready to embrace the water!  

We have also been doing quizzes each week with family 
friends on Zoom - I wonder if some of you have been 
doing this? We have been doing it every Tuesday and 
managed to come second last night which we were 
really happy about :)  

I had to include a dog picture of Skramble in the bluebells about a month ago now! 
She is getting very old now but still loves coming on walks and being naughty and 
stealing our food! 

I have some news for you all; I am going to be the Achievement Director of year 
8s next year (the current year 7’s) at Ormiston so I will not be seeing your lovely 
faces every morning and afternoon from September. I am really sad to have to tell 
you through this newsletter and not in person but you have to find out somehow! 
I have LOVED being your mentor this year and you all have amazing quirks that 
make you yourselves. I am still going to be in school obviously and will be teaching 
some of you so it will be wonderful to see how you’re all getting on!! 

Have an amazing summer holiday and make sure you recharge those batteries ready for September! I look 
forward to seeing how you have all having grown after 6 months of not seeing each other! 

 

By Miss Marks
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8CAR

Hi CAR, 
Hello Team Anderson,
I hope you are all well. I have missed you all. I have been very 
busy working both setting and marking work remotely and being 
in school with my A level Physics students. I have also continued 
baking in any spare time; cheesecake is one of the things that we 
have been experimenting making as well as perfecting baking rolls. 
I have finally finished my blanket that I was crocheting. I have also 
knitted a cat which was not particularly successful but we learn 
from our mistakes and I now know where I went wrong. I am going 
to be crocheting a cat to see if that is more successful. Even though I 
am able to do both knitting and crocheting I have found I am better 
at (and therefore probably enjoy more) crocheting.  I have also been 
growing some vegetables in my garden though they do not look as good as Mrs Morgan’s! I do have 
some small tomatoes and courgettes growing which I am looking forward to eating.

My cats have been keeping me company and they are behaving in some unusual ways as well. This 
is one hugging a blanket in the extreme heat.                                                   

Keep working at your school work for a few more weeks - I am proud of so many of your 
achievements. I hope you all have a lovely summer and rest ready for whatever the next academic 
year brings and I look forward to seeing you and hearing all your news.

By Mrs Anderson
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8AMO

Hi 8AMO,

I hope that you have been enjoying the recent sunshine and getting some fresh air as well as working 
hard on your school work. I do understand how much harder it is to work from home as you have to 
motivate yourself and not have teachers like me nagging you!

I have continued to keep cultivating in my greenhouse and I am very proud of the produce so far, although 
my sons are disappointed with the cucumbers. We have grown them from seed starting in February, we 
planted them out in the greenhouse and we started off with 6 plants. Four of them wilted and died but 
we still have two left, we were so excited when the first cucumber was ready to pick and we were having 
salad for dinner and we bit into the cucumber and it was so bitter we couldn’t eat it, we thought that’s 
ok we will give it to the rabbits - even they squinted their eyes as they took a bite! I had to laugh, all that 
effort for bitter cucumber! I am glad I have a sense of humour! We have eaten our home grown green 
beans for dinner, strawberries for desert and have high hopes for the peppers, tomatoes and aubergines 
that are growing! I think the moral of my story is to continue putting the effort in and you will eventually 
be rewarded, not every time, but you should not give up if you fail the first time.

Here is a picture of all the photosynthesis currently taking place in my greenhouse! 

We are getting closer to the summer holidays with this lovely 
warm weather. We spotted the first pipistrelle bat flying over 
our garden last night which was lovely to see. 

My advice for my lovely mentor group is continue to work hard 
for the last couple of weeks of term, give it that last push and 
enjoy a well-deserved summer break after all of the hard work 
you have been putting in this year. 
I will look forward to seeing you in the autumn term when you 
will be in year 9, I have no idea where the time has gone since 
year 7! 

Take care of yourselves and see you soonish!!!!

By Mrs Morgan
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