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Still Missing You!
May 2020

What do I say Year 11?

This is a strange way to say goodbye to your time at school, but you have all been absolutely fantastic 
dealing with this upside-down world we are living in at the moment. You have filled me with pride 
through this time, as you have in all the time I have known you. I know that every single one of you 
are going to go on and live your lives successfully well and of course… in a style only you could. 

You have all had such an impact on me over your time at school and during my time spent with you 
as your Achievement Director. It is hard for me to put into words how much I respect each and every 
one of you… even if, at times, we have had a difference of opinions!  I hope you look back on 
your time at school with a smile and think about the difference you have made to the school and to 
others around you. 

I remember some of my first encounters with you as a year group - whilst being heavily pregnant I 
taught Religious Studies and Citizenship to a group of Year 8s (you know who you were). I remember 
wearing my Fit Bit and noticing my heart rate was always so high on entering the classroom because 
I knew you were going to make the next 60 minutes, every week, more difficult than they needed to 
be… little did I know that you were going to become part of a year group who I have grown to care 
so much for and for whom I admire how you overcome everything that you encounter. 

I have enjoyed getting to know you through conversations that were fun, educational, entertaining, 
celebratory, challenging and, at times, difficult. Every conversation and situation you have found 
yourself in at school, has been a part of your school journey. These will have helped shape who you 
are now and who you will become as you continue to advance into your next steps. Again, I am 
certain you are all going to be successful in whatever you choose to do in your futures and I wish 
you all the very best for your summer results and for everything that follows. 

I could continue on for so much longer recounting tales of 
funny anecdotes, times where you have impressed me with 
your skills, knowledge and successes but I am sure you have 
heard enough from me. So, I leave you with this… be the person 
who makes you happy, find the things that make you proud of 
yourself and enjoy life. 

I will sadly be leaving Ormiston Rivers Academy with you as 
I embark on my new future too so hopefully we will see each 
other at our reunion prom where we can share updates on how 
we are all getting on. 

As always - take care of yourselves, be safe and be happy.  

Mrs Wells
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Farwell and Good Luck!
Dear Year 11

I’ve only  known you for two terms; however I would like 
to thank you for your contributions to the school . In your 
school time, the Academy has gone from strength to strength 
and that is in no small part down to you as a year group: 
your commitment and dedication to your work, your general 
demeanour and the way you have gelled as a group of students 
has allowed this place to become a great place in which to 
work and learn.

I think probably the best thing about you all is the way you 
have, over the years, welcomed any newcomers Including 
myself.  

I have said from day one that the most important thing for 
me is for students to enjoy coming to school and to be happy 
throughout their time here. I really hope you have had a good 
time and I hope too that you get what you want from your exam results in the summer.

You will all be moving on to pastures new whether that is in the 6th form here, other institutions 
or out into the world of work. But, whatever you do, you will always be a part of Rivers’ history and, 
in a sense, Rivers family. As such you will always be welcome here and if, as you progress, you need 
anything from us- references, advice, guidance, someone to talk to- we would be more than happy 
to help. 

Finally, can I say what an honour and privilege it has been for me to have been your Principal, and 
how proud you make me feel when I see what wonderful young people you have become. All the 
very best for the future and remember in life- just be happy and polite.

Mrs Baker



11FCO

To 11 FCO (The best mentor group ever!)

For the last time, a quick message for you all before we sign off for the summer!

Nothing much has changed in the Compton Household since the last newsletter, still home 
schooling, still marking and keeping up-to-date with students, Beck puppy is now 14 weeks and 
she has doubled in size, she is keeping us all busy! 

I have been spending lots of time in the garden and on the allotment, growing our own fruits and 
vegetables and it has been nice spending so much time at home with my boys.

I have put lots of information on the Year 11 classroom and will continue to do so over the summer, 
so check in when you can and remember we are just an email away if you need anything at all.

I will leave you with the words of Paul Cookson

LET NO ONE STEAL YOUR DREAMS
 
Let no one steal your dreams 
Let no one tear apart 
The burning of ambition 
That fires the drive inside your heart
Let no one steal your dreams 
Let no one tell you that you can’t 
Let no one hold you back 
Let no one tell you that you won’t 
Set your sights and keep them fixed 
Set your sights on high 
Let no one steal your dreams 
Your only limit is the sky 
Let no one steal your dreams 
Follow your heart 
Follow your soul
For only when you follow them 
Will you feel truly whole 
Set your sights and keep them fixed 
Set your sights on high 
Let no one steal your dreams 
Your only limit is the sky.
Have a wonderful summer, make many 
memories, go out and show the world what 
you’ve got!

Mrs Compton checking out xxxx

YEAR 11 YEARBOOK



YEAR 11 YEARBOOK
11TFR

Hi 11 TFR

It feels so surreal to have said, ‘See you later!’ in such a strange way. I hope, so much, that we will be able to say a proper farewell 
when the time is right. Although I will definitely have to start working out and lay off the biscuits if I’m going to fit into my kilt.

Always remember that you deserve everything that you have gained at ORA from the memories and the friendships to the grades 
when they eventually come. You have worked hard for them and should be proud.

What am I going to miss about you lot? (the best mentor group that I have had in nearly 20 years of teaching)

1. I will miss Eve telling me every week that she has failed at something and then smashing it with some great results!
2. I will miss Beth walking in after lunch with a friendly, ‘Hellooooo!’ And I’ll miss saying, ‘Helloooo!’ back, in a similar manner.
3. I will miss Molly’s mischievous grin when she has found something 

comical and never being able to figure out what it is.
4. I will miss Molly-Anne, regularly coming up with an excuse for 

forgetting her planner and various equipment.
5. I’ll miss Emma and Maggie never giving me any bother at all – although 

I sometimes wish you would have.
6. I’ll miss never being able to tell the Blenman twins apart and bluffing 

on a regular basis!
7. I will miss Rosie being really, really, really, really………really horrible to 

me on a daily basis just for the fun of it. 
8. …and being really horrible back.
9. I will miss Maisie’s sardonic comments about anything she finds 

irritating (and that’s a lot of things).
10. I’ll miss Cerys and Charlotte always seeming to find the cheerful 

humour in everything.
11. I will miss Cameron B asking me If I’m OK on a regular basis and 

always telling me to have a nice weekend.
12. I will miss Oliver’s quiet little chuckles at something silly Cameron 

has said.
13. I’ll miss telling Joe and Cameron O to tuck their shirts in during every 

single registration….. ever!
14. I will miss Harry, Ford, Dylan and Charlie trying to pretend that they 

are revising whilst playing 8 ball pool on their phones.
15. I will miss Tayla spending half the time looking like she wants to kill 

everyone and the other half grinning like a chipmunk.
16. I’ll miss Sophie’s random comments/ideas – I still want a share in that 

business idea of yours.
17. I’ll miss Pippa’s 500 decibel laugh.
18. I’ll miss Mya looking permanently guilty despite never having done 

anything wrong in her life – I don’t think – She could be a criminal 
mastermind.

19. I’ll miss Jamie’s weird and wonderful excuses for arriving late after 
lunch.

20. …and Billy and Harrison not even bothering with excuses for being late 
at every opportunity - and they are masters at making opportunities 
for being late. 

21. I’ll miss arguing with Billy over where he is going to sit in the room - 
Yes I really will!

22. I’m going to miss you all far more than I can ever tell you.

Goodbye and good luck. 
Don’t be strangers!

Mr Freelander

PS. The Heart Balloon is still there. I might see if it can last another 4 years!
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11KRU

Hello all!

For five years (FIVE YEARS!) every school day in the 
morning and afternoon, I met with you and we went 
through the ritual of the register.  It was a lot more than 
that though, from the first year 7 induction evening 
through to taking the final pictures out in front of the 
school for the final time.  More importantly though, 
I live here on the Dengie and as I have seen you all 
around in the past, I will do in the future and I look 
forward to hearing the stories of where and what you 
are up to as I do from many other students past.  Those mornings 
where the door was open and you all flooded in early to tell me 
about the weekends and the latest gossip, the ups and downs and 
the stresses.  I will miss it all, it was as much part of my life as it was 

yours, for five years.  So, for one last 
time, and completely from memory…

Tasha, Kalysia, Tia, Billiam, Mildred, 
Kye, Luke, Emily, Jay, Chloe, Ellie, Mae, 
Joey, Emily, Ellie, Elliot, Poppy, Ellese, Kaitlyn, Jess, Sophie, Bella, Madjuan, 
Jordan, Chantelle, Alex, Henry, Katie. (and of course, Kate, Chloe, Jacob, 
Hannah and Teddy)

Take care of yourselves!

Mr Rumary.

11SCK
 
Dear 11SCK,

What a Year it has been! We did not get to spend a lot of time 
together, but I have thoroughly enjoyed being your mentor in your 
final GCSE year. Each and every one of you has so many unique 
special qualities that will take you far in life, not just sixth form or 
college but university, work and future family life.  

I look forward to seeing some of you back at 6th form in September 
and hearing about what you will all accomplish in time to come. 

Good luck and stay safe.

 I will miss you all.

Mrs Cooke



11SHA

Hi 11SHA,

It feels very emotional that this is the last time I am going 
to write to you as my mentor group. What can I say? Its 
been an absolute privilege to be your mentor over the 
last 5 years, and I have definitely had my work cut out at 
times, but I wouldn’t change any of it. It has been such an 
honour seeing you all grow up into amazing young adults 
and I’m so proud of all of you. I will always remember 
our first day together as a team, how nervous you were, 
and me! It was my first time being a mentor, so I want to 
thank you all for teaching me the ropes!

Since the 
last time 
I wrote, 
we have 
added two new fish tanks to the collection…. Not 
my idea!! It’s starting to look like the sea life centre 
in here now, so I have put my foot down and said 
no more fish tanks. 6 is quite enough!! Bella is still 
doing ok, a little princess as usual! She’s had a few 
sleepovers at ‘Grandads’ house and he has bought 
her her own bit of steak for dinner!! Seriously, she 
gets spoilt 
more than 
I do by my 
Dad!

I just want 
to wish you 
all the very 
best of luck 
in your next 

journeys whatever they may be. Remember, be confident 
and proud of the people you are! I am really going to miss 
you all dearly! 

Don’t be strangers!
Take care, 
All my love, 

Miss Hayward xxx
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A message from Spratty

Congratulations on getting through your last year, as bizarre as it was. I wish I could have been there but I 
know I left you in good hands. 

It was a pleasure to not just mentor/teach all of you but to watch you grow from quiet, little, year 7s into 
students who gave me nothing but abuse every day. You all know who your are !!! :D

I know some of you found it more stressful than others and sometimes meltdowns happened (again, you 
know who you are! : D) but you all got through it brilliantly. I hope it was an experience that you will 
remember for a long time. 

You made it a pleasure to go to work every day and I wish all of you the very best for the future. 

Spratty

11ABK

Hi 11ABK

It’s been short but very sweet. I know it may feel daunting at the moment but don’t worry. You are all 
amazing. You have the spirit, the desire, the passion and the determination. It’s inside everyone of you. Just 
remember, you have been together for over 5 years. Never be alone; we are stronger together and, if there 
is anyone who is down, make sure the group rallies and supports them. I just wish I could be there to help 
you further on your epic future. I will see some of you very soon at 6th form. If not, you know where I am 
if you need me.

as always BIB

Mr Baker 

11KLE
  
Hello 11KLE!

Firstly, I would like to thank you all for being so welcoming this year as it’s my first year in the school; 
you’ve been a great mentor group and taught me so much about the school and how great the people of 
the Dengie are. 

I know this is a strange way to say goodbye to some of you. Hopefully I will see you around the school and , 
if not, around Burnham at some point. I wish you all the best in the future and I know you will do very well. 
I have spoken to Mr Spratt in the last few weeks and I know he was so proud of all you and wanted me to 
pass on his best wishes. 

Don’t be a stranger.  You know my door will always be open to you. 

Mr Lehane.
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FILTERS AND POSES



SCHOOL DAYS



SCHOOL DAYS



STUDENTS AND STAFF



STUDENTS AND STAFF



LAST DAY...
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A FEW FINAL WORDS

Staff messages:

“What can I say? I have taught Maths to some of you from Yr9 and what a joy/experience it has been. 
I don’t know about all of my Maths classes, but I certainly learnt a lot. Ollie’s flatulence problem has 
never been a laughing matter as far as I’m concerned, but the less said about this the better! Oh, we 
have had our ups and downs, we have had tears, mainly mine, but we made it through quite well.
Remember some of my life tips, always look on the bright side, I can hear you singing now! 

Be confident, smile, strive to do your best, the rest will take care of itself. I wish you all the best for 
the future, remember you make your own luck in life. You will always be my favourites (I do not say 
that to all my classes!!!!)”

Mrs Coulson x

“Wishing you all the best of luck for your future! It has been so wonderful to have watched you grow 
from tiny little year 7s (when I was taller than you) to the amazing young people who are going out 
into the world to make their mark (and now you are all taller than me!). Please remember all of the 
discussions and debates that we had within your RS lessons and remember to be compassionate, 
kind and understanding to all. I am so proud of you and I look forward to hearing about your future 
journeys. Take care and be kind to yourself, “

Miss Marable. 

“I have missed seeing you, teaching you and doing exam questions in the dark. I have also missed 
‘story time with Mrs Anderson!’. All the best for the future in whatever you do. “

Mrs Anderson.

“Good luck to 11R-1! I have loved our lessons together and seeing you grow into budding philosophers 
and theologians (willingly or not). You are all such capable students and have set a high standard 
of what a dedicated GCSE group should be. A special shoutout to Nathan, Matthew and Cameron - 
whilst I had to nag you every time you came in my classroom, I wouldn’t have had it any other way! 
Going forward, always remember to follow the Golden Rule and ‘love thy neighbour’ - life advice 
that never fails. 

Thanks,”

Miss Blatch

“We are really sorry that we didn’t get to support you through your final journey in Year 11 and to 
say a proper farewell.  We would like to wish all of you the very best of luck for the future.”

Mrs Clark, Mrs Griffiths and the exams team.



A FEW FINAL WORDS

“Mrs Bennett’s French class - I have really missed taking you through to the GCSE exams - I know 
you didn’t necessarily believe it but you were always going to smash them! You have been brilliant 
to teach over the past 2 years, reluctant to start with but increasingly confident. I’ll bet you regret 
not having to do the speaking exam!!! Have you learnt your past, present, future tenses yet? Can 
I stop nagging you now? I will miss your sense of humour, your love of tea and biscuits and your 
enthusiasm for compulsory period 6 lessons. I wish you all the very best for the future.”

Mrs Bennett

“It gives us great pride to be able to say that we have spent 5 years getting to know you. Sadly the 
end of your time here at ORA was cut short.

We will remember the good times, the funny times and the ‘let’s not talk about it’ times.

You have been amazing; you have made us laugh and kept us fit by chasing you around the corridors 
but overall you have been the greatest.

We want to wish you well, and thank you for just being you.

Year 11, it’s been emotional. 

Take care. Be happy.”

Mrs Byford, Mrs Sexton, and Mrs Corbett

“Nearly 5 years ago, you started your journey at ORA at the same time that I started mine! I got to 
know a fair few of you over my time at the Academy and I am sorry that we didn’t get to finish it 
together in the way we would have hoped. You are a pretty remarkable bunch of young people and 
there have been plenty of ups and downs over the past few years. It was a privilege to see so many 
of you thrive and excel in your learning. I loved teaching you and finding ways of trying to engage 
you or reassure and encourage you - some more successful than others! 

Good luck in the future. I miss you and wish you all the best. 

Make the most of every opportunity you are given. 

Take care.”

Love

Mrs Conway


