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Exam Structure – How to answer new spec GCSE exam questions 

The ‘A’ question -  3 marks 

‘Outline/State’ questions are assessed using Assessment Objective 1 (knowledge) only. These questions 
require you to provide three facts or short ideas: you don’t need to explain them or express any opinions. 
For example, in answer to the question ‘State three causes of crime. (3 marks)’, your three responses could 
be: 

One cause of crime is socialisation (1), another cause of crime is poverty (1), a final cause of crime is lack of 
education and opportunity (1). 

For each response, you would receive 1 mark. You’re not expected to spend time explaining lots of detail: 
the question only asks you to give three features. 

The ‘B’ question – 4 marks  

Like the ‘a’ question, ‘b’ questions are assessed using Assessment Objective 1 (knowledge) only. However, 
‘b’ questions start with ‘Explain’ or ‘Describe’, which means you will need to show development of ideas. 
For example, if the question is ‘Explain reasons that salvation is important to Christians. (4 marks) you 
might think you just need to state the two challenges, but this means you can only be awarded a maximum 
of two marks: 

Reason 1: Closer connection to God (1) 

Reason 2: Shows the restored relationship between God and humanity. (1) 

The reasons given above are correct, but the student would only score 2 marks out of 4. In order to fully 
explain these reasons, you need to show some development.  

You must use the structure:  

POINT, EXPLAIN 

POINT, EXPLAIN 

For example: 

Type 1: One reason that salvation is important to Christians is that it brings a closer connection to God. This 
is due to the fact that they can go to heaven through salvation. (2) 

Type 2: Another reason that salvation is important to Christians is that it shows the restored relationship 
between God and humanity. This is because it is through Jesus’ sacrifice that they have been saved and can 
now go to heaven. (2) 

Each of the above points are now developed, and would receive 2 marks each, totalling 4 marks. 

The ‘C’ question – 5 marks 

Like the ‘a’ and ‘b’ questions, ‘c’ questions are assessed using Assessment Objective 1 (knowledge) only. ‘c’ 
questions are very similar to ‘b’ questions (they begin with ‘Explain two’ and require two developed 
points), but they have one crucial difference.  

For an extra mark, you are expected to include a reference to a source of wisdom and authority, which 
could be a quotation from/reference to the Qur’an/the Bible or another important source within 
Christianity or Islam.  
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You must use the structure:  

POINT, EVIDENCE, EXPLAIN 

POINT, EXPLAIN 

For example, here’s a student answer to a five mark question: 

c) Explain two reasons that Christians do not accept homosexuality. In your answer you must refer to a 
source of wisdom and authority. (5) 

One reason that Christians do not accept homosexuality is due to the fact that it is considered a sin in the 
Bible. For example, ‘a man may not lie with a man as he would a woman, it is detestable.’ The source 
clearly shows that Christians are only to have sexual relationships with people of the opposite sex.  

Another reason that Christians do not accept homosexuality is that is does not lead to procreation. This 
highlights the wastefulness as every sperm is sacred as it should always have the possibility of creating life.  

You need to write two developed points, one of which needs to be supported by a source of wisdom and 
authority. Setting out your writing in two paragraphs makes it clear that it is two developed points. You 
could directly quote a source, or you could just include the reference. 

 

The ‘D’ question – 12 marks 

The focus of the marking changes from knowledge (AO1) to evaluation (AO2) on the (d) items.  
The candidates are being assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including 
their significance and influence. 

AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall mark. The question is "Evaluate this statement considering the 
arguments for and against and reach a justified conclusion".  

 
This means you cannot simply state reasons to agree and disagree. Instead you must: 

1. Analyse and explain WHY this is a reason to support or reject the statement. 
2. Evaluate how strong or weak this argument is. There must be some consideration of the validity of 

the arguments.  
 
In 2018 many candidates produced excellent answers, giving reasons for and against, but failed to 
evaluate the credibility of the argument. 
Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments, restricting students' progression to the 
higher levels.  
 
(d) answers are marked by reading the whole answer, then after deciding the level by using the level 
descriptors. After a level is decided by best fit, then the mark within the level is decided. Please see the 
table below for the descriptors. 
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Level Descriptor 
Level 4:  
10 – 12 

Critically explains religious information, leading to coherent and logical chains of 
reasoning that consider different viewpoints.  
Constant, accurate and thorough understanding of religion and belief  
Includes full range of elements in the question.  
Fully justified conclusion where judgements are fully supported by the full appraisal of 
evidence  

Level 3:  
7 - 9 

Explains religious information/issues. 
Clear and logical chains of reasoning that consider different viewpoints.  
Accurate understanding of religion and belief.  
Partially justified conclusion where judgements are supported by the appraisal of evidence. 

Level 2: 
4-6 

Superficial connections made, a limited understanding of religion and belief. 
Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made.  
Conclusion that’s not fully justified where judgements are supported by an attempt to 
appraise evidence.  

Level 1: 
1-3 

Information/issues are identified, superficial connections and limited, underpinned by 
isolated understandings of religion and belief  
Judgements are supported by generic arguments. 
Conclusion that’s not fully justified. 

 

(d) ‘Suffering is down to humans.’ 

Evaluate this statement, considering arguments for and against. In your response you should: 

• refer to Muslim teachings 

• refer to non-religious views 

• reach a justified conclusion. (12) 

1. Repeat the statement in your introductory statement and claim it is a debateable/controversial 
idea or statement. GRADE 9 ONLY 

2. Briefly explain why this is by explaining the subject knowledge and how different people have 
different beliefs.  

3. Agree paragraph must include AO1 (Knowledge) and AO2 (Analysis). Do this at least twice. 
4. Disagree paragraph must include AO1 (Knowledge) and AO2 (Analysis). Do this at least twice. 
5. PEE conclusion which weighs up the evidence and adds something new. Chuck in a spiffy quote or 

something from the news! Keep it exciting, this is your chance to put your stamp on your answer. 
Remember to link it back to the question. 

The idea that suffering is down to humans is a controversial statement to make. Suffering is the idea that 
humans are in pain due to evil, which is normally seen as moral evil which is caused by humans or 
natural evil which is outside human control. A non-religious person such as a Humanist would agree that 
it must be due to humans, however a Muslim may believe there is a greater meaning to this suffering 
and perhaps blame Allah.  

(AO1) Firstly, we look at the reasons to agree with this statement according to a Humanist view. As there is 
no Allah to pre-determine your life then suffering does lye with humans. For example, criminals may 
commit crime such as murder and theft due to poverty, mental health issues or poverty. (AO2) This seems 
to be a logical argument as there are many criminals who are in prisons as we speak having to re-learn the 
norms of society. (AO1) Secondly, a Muslim may also agree as Allah created all humans with free will and 
their own nature which is called fitr. This means that if there is suffering it is due to the poor choices that 
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the individual has made, in the Qur’an it states ‘intoxicants and gambling are Satan’s doing’. (AO2) This 
shows strength to the argument as this quote highlights the idea that suffering is caused by human’s 
disobeying Allah’s wishes and indulge in things which are bad such as drinking alcohol.  

However, a different Muslim may disagree and believe that suffering is not caused by humans but instead 
it is Allah. This is shown through the story of Ibrahim when Allah asked him to sacrifice his only son. This 
caused great distress on Ibrahim however the suffering acted as a test of faith to see if he was worthy of 
Allah’s trust. (AO2) This can be seen to be a weak argument, as why would a beneficiary God put someone 
through such torment? This story does not make sense, especially as Allah is supposed to care for his 
creation, surely he could have thought of a better test. (AO1) Secondly, a Muslim may believe that 
suffering is punishment for haram acts. For example in the Quran it states ‘God has taken away their light.’ 
(AO2) Again this does call into question as to why a merciful God would take away the goodness of a 
person. This therefore can be considered quite a weak argument as why would you worship a God which 
causes pain? 

In conclusion, after appraising the evidence, it is clear that suffering is down to humans. This is because the 
idea of a merciful God who is to blame for suffering is illogical. For example, to believe that Allah is the 
reason for such horrendous suffering such as terrorist attacks and hate crime is too hard to swallow. This 
means that it is more comprehendible and more beneficial for human development to blame ourselves 
and not some holy deity.  

 

SPAG Marks à Written communication 

Some of the marks in your exam will be awarded purely for the quality of your ‘written communication’. 
Written communication includes your use of correct spelling, punctuation and grammar, as well as the use 
of specialist terminology. 

These marks will be awarded in questions 1(d) and 3(d): These are the long essay questions on topics 1 and 
3 in both of your papers. You’ll know which questions these are in the exam because they will be shown 
with an asterisk (*) and have a really clear instruction above them: 

‘In this question, 3 of the marks awarded will be for your spelling, punctuation and grammar and your 
use of specialist terminology.’ 

In these questions: 

• 0 marks are awarded if there are considerable errors or irrelevant information 

• 1 mark is awarded for reasonable accuracy and limited use of religious terms 

• 2 marks are awarded for considerable accuracy and a good number of specialist terms 

• 3 marks are awarded for consistent accuracy and a wide range of specialist terms. 

Good written communication is always important, but you will only receive marks for it in questions 1(d) 
and 3(d). Therefore, you should allow yourself time in your exam to check these two essays carefully and 
amend any errors. 
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Christian Beliefs Key Knowledge Revision Sheet 

1.The Trinity: The belief there is one God but he exists in three persons 

Persons of God Juicy Quote Meaning of quote How it is worshipped? 
God the Father: 
creator, omnib, 
omnis, omnipo, 
omnipr 

Taught in the Nicene Creed 
(325AD): 
‘We believe in one God, the 
Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth..’ 

Shows he is the creator of everything and 
has complete power.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer: 
‘Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name…’ 
Matthew 6:9 

God the Son: 
incarnation 
through Jesus 

‘We believe in one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, the only son of God 
eternally begotten of the 
Father…’ 

Son of God has always existed and is in a 
relationship as Son of the Father. 

Happy and thankful for God 
forgiving their sins due to 
Jesus’ sacrifice. 

God the Holy 
Spirit: unseen 
power of God 

‘We believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son.’  

The Spirit comes from the Father and the 
Son. Giver of life, spiritually active in the 
world, helps them to know God and 
worship him, empowers believers. 

Pentecostal churches ask the 
holy spirit to give them gifts of 
power 

 

2.Creation:  

Juicy Quote Interpretation The Trinity in creation 
‘In the beginning God 
created heavens’ (Genesis 
1) 
7 day creation story 

Literal: Creationists believe God 
created the world in 6 24 hour 
periods. Young Earth Creationists 
believe world is 10,000 years old. 

‘The Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters’ 
(Genesis 1)  
Holy Spirit taking action 
 

‘God made man in his own 
image.’ (Genesis 2) 
Adam and Eve 

Metaphorical: story not fact, 
science explains how and religion 
explains why.  

‘We believe in one God, the Father, the almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth.’ (Nicene Creed) Father shows life giving. 
 

‘She took some and ate it. 
She also gave some to her 
husband.’ (Genesis 2) 

 ‘In the beginning was the word’ The word means Jesus. Jesus 
was there at the beginning with God the Father. 

Why is this 
belief 
important? 

1. Humans are important to God, he gave Adam and Eve free will and they disobeyed. They were banished from the 
Garden of Eden: ‘by the sweat of your brow you will eat your food.’ Life is tough but we can pray to God for help. 
2. God gave humans responsibility to look after the world ‘stewards’. God blessed humans ‘Be fruitful and multiply’. 
They should care for the environment. 

 

3.Incarnation: to become flesh, God becomes a human being through Jesus 

Juicy Quote Why is this important? 
‘The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son and they will 
call him Immanuel.’ (Matthew 1) 

1. To restore the broken relationship between humans and God. 
2. Shows that God loves the world, celebrate Christmas. 
3. Jesus could understand humanity and its problems. 

‘The word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.’ 
(John 1) 

‘the mystery from which true godliness springs is great’ (1 Timothy) 

 

4.The Last Days of Jesus Life:  

Event Juicy Quote Importance 
The Last Supper 
– Maundy 
Thursday 

‘This is my body given for you.’ (Luke 22) Remember Jesus’ teachings, forms the Eucharist. 

Betrayal, arrest, 
trial 

‘Judas identified Jesus by kissing him.’ (Luke 
22) In the Garden of Gethsemane.  

The Sanhedrin found Jesus guilty of blasphemy punishable by 
death. Jesus is going to die. 

Crucifixion – 
Good Friday 

‘Crucify him!’ (Luke 23) 
‘Father into your hands I commit my spirit.’ 
(Luke 23) 

Proof of his humanity – he was human and died. 
He was a sacrifice bringing about forgiveness of humanity’s sins. 
Relationship is restored with God. 

Resurrection – 
Easter Sunday 

‘He is not here! He has risen!’ (Luke 24) Jesus overcame death so really was God incarnate. Proves 
everything Jesus taught was true. If they believe in him they will 
have eternal life and be reunited with God in the afterlife. 
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Ascension ‘he was taken up before their very eyes.’ 
(Acts 1) 

After Jesus rose from the dead he taught his disciples then 
ascended to heaven. The Holy Spirit came into the world and 
spread the word of God. 

5.Salvation: being saved from sin 

Key Beliefs Juicy Quote Why is it important? 
People are separated from God due to sin and 
disobeying the law of God. 

‘God banished him from the garden of Eden to 
work the ground.’ (Genesis 3) 

Jesus’ death allows humans to 
have eternal life 

Jesus taught following the law was not enough, 
we must repent (say sorry) and accept Jesus’s 
grace (undeserved love) 

 ‘For God did not send his Son into the world, 
but to save the world through him.’ (John 3) 

Christians have a moral duty 
to live their lives as Jesus 
lived. 

Doing good does not mean you are granted 
eternal life in heaven you must believe in Jesus. 

‘Salvation is found in no one else.’ (Acts 4) 
God loved the world so much he sent his son 
to die on the cross.  

Salvation is the only way that 
Christians can have eternal 
life with God.  

Atonement: action of restoring a relationship. 
Jesus death and resurrection restores God and 
humans. 

‘I have set you an example that you should do 
as I have done for you.’ (John 13) 

God and humanity can have a 
loving relationship restored. 

6.Christian Eschatology: life after death – heaven, hell, judgement day 

Juicy Key Beliefs: 

o Immortal soul: leaves physical body when we die and goes to God in heaven or hell.  
o Heaven: ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes.’ (Revelation 21) 
o Hell: ‘He will punish those who do know God and do not obey.’ (2 Thessalonians) 
o Universalism: because of love and mercy (Jesus crucifixion) of God everyone will go to heaven. 
o Purgatory: place where the souls of the dead are cleansed and prepared for heaven. ‘After death 

they undergo purification.’ (Catechism of the Catholic Church) 
o Day of Judgement: time when God assesses a person’s life and actions. ‘The dead were judged according to what they had 

done.’ (Revelation 20) 
o Resurrection: ‘look at my hands and feet it is.’  

Why is this belief important?  

o Have eternal life if we believe in Jesus Offers hope for the future 
o Reward for faithful people   Allows Christians to be with God forever 

7.The Problem of Evil: How can we believe in God when there is evil in the world?  

Natural evil: suffering caused by nature that is beyond human control. 

Moral evil: deliberate evil actions by human beings that cause suffering to others. 

 

How might this problem effect faith in God? 

• The inconsistent triad: Evil exists, God is good, God is powerful. THIS DOES NOT MAKE SENSE! God must not exist OR he is not 
good OR he is not all powerful.  

• How can I worship him? How can I believe in him?  How could he allow suffering? 
How do we solve the problem? Juicy Quote Does it solve the problem? 
Biblical solutions: Satan was an angel who 
rebelled and is the cause of evil. 
Suffering is part of life. One day it will 
come to an end. God is love. 

‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes.’ 
(Revelation 18) 

No: hard to trust God 
Yes: God is still all good 

Theoretical solutions: Adam and Eve 
misusing their free will.  
Humans may choose to do evil not God. 

‘God banished him from the garden of 
Eden to work the ground.’ (Genesis 3) 

No: God must have created evil 
Yes: evil comes from humans not God 

Practical responses: evil is part of life we 
must develop positive qualities such as 
compassion.  

  No: this is not a solution  
Yes: eases pain of suffering by doing good 
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Marriage and the Family 

 
2. Sexual Relationships: should only happen if the couple are married 
3 CB: homo & sex outside marriage (som) are 
forbidden  
God - Sex is a gift intended for procreation.  
Jesus – Sex is for a married couple only, even 
looking at a woman lustfully is forbidden.  
Bible - All forms of sex outside marriage are 
forbidden. 
Many believe in taking a vow of chastity before 
marriage so they are sexually pure.  

Divergent CB: More accepting of homo & som 
Bible is outdated in modern society. Love is the most important thing 
& should be celebrated. 
‘Your body is a temple of the holy spirit.’ No sexual abuse. 
Jesus taught the parable ‘The Good Samaritan’ & ‘The Adulterous 
Woman’ // Lesbian & Gay Christian Movement (1976) fight for equal 
rights and respect for their family unit. 

Source: ‘Be fruitful and increase in number.’ 
(Genesis 1) 
‘Thou shall not commit adultery’ (Exodus 20) 
St Paul condemns homosexuality – it is ‘shameful’ 

Non-Religious: Consenting adults should be free to share sexual 
relationships as long as there is no harm. 
Unlikely to have a problem with homosexuality due to it being 
legalised in 1967. 

 
3. Families – very important in Christianity. Society has changed and so have family types… 
3 CB: God’s plan for humans when he created them. Adam & Eve 
procreation.   
Jesus: Raise children as Christians and increase Christian faith.  
Bible: Family provides the right place for a married couple to have children 
// Family provides stability and security for society as children are raised in 
correct social and moral setting // Teach children right from wrong  

Types of family:  
Nuclear = 2 parents and children // Blended = 
stepfamilies 
Same Sex Parents = gay // Single Parent // 
Extended  

Source: ‘Honour your father and mother.’ (Exodus)  
‘Be fruitful and multiply.’ (Genesis) // ‘whoever welcomes a little child like 
this in my name welcomes me.’ (Matthew) 

Christian responses to new family types: Most 
Christians prefer nuclear as reflects Bible – 
Adam & Eve. But many are realistic about 
changes in family. 
St Paul – follow the law of the land à Divorce 
Act of 1969 
Jesus: situation ethics 

Christian Practices: Support the work of charities which help families: 
‘The Children’s Society’ works with CoE to support vulnerable children // 
‘Action for Children’ works with Methodist Church helping families and 
children in care.  

1. Marriage:  Legal union of a man and woman or a same-sex couple. 
3 CB:  God’s holy gift - the sanctity of marriage 
Jesus - Marriage creates unity which is physical and 
emotional. The couple are joined together through 
God. 
Bible: Faithfulness means to be in an exclusive loving 
relationship. Promising to have sex only with their 
marriage partner. Secure environment to have children. 
 

Challenge: Cohabitation  
Living together in a sexual relationship but without legalising the 
union through marriage. 
Reasons FOR: Couples can get to know each other properly before 
marrying // If it doesn’t work they can separate without legal 
consequences // Children can be brought up successfully as by a 
married couple // Marriage lacks importance: a couple can make a 
commitment to each other without a legal ceremony. 
Christian responses: Encourages a casual attitude towards 
relationships//  Too easy to break up and not encouraged to talk 
things through instead //  Children are best brought up in a stable 
home with two married parents //  Bible supports lifelong 
marriage. 

Source: “For this reason a man will leave his father and 
mother and be united to his wife, and they will become 
one flesh.” (Genesis 2:24) 
“two will become one flesh… what God has joined 
together let no one separate.” (Mark 10) 
Non-Religious: couple makes a commitment to each other. Humanist wedding is not legal so will have to have a civil 
ceremony too.  

4. How can the Local Parish help families? Christians believe it is their duty to help and support.  

Worship – hold family services to allow family to worship together. 
Sunday School children learn more about Christian faith. 

Rites of Passage – celebrate key points in life 
e.g. birth or marriage. Important to celebrate as 
a family.  

Source: Jesus commanded to ‘love one another’ (John) 
‘Let the little children come to me’ (Matthew) – interpreted as children 
being important and the local church must help them 

Counselling such as ‘Marriage Care’ or ‘Catholic 
Child Welfare Council’ Ministers/vicars may also 
council couples. 

Importance: Provides practical, emotional & spiritual support             Sense of Christian community  
Allows Christians to socialise                                                                         Demonstrates love of God 
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8. Gender prejudice & discrimination: prejudice is where you are judged to be superior or inferior / discrimination is sexism 
when a person is treated differently.  

Catholic: only accept men to hold positions of 
bishop, priest, deacon and pope. 
God: teachings from above 
Jesus: Believe they are following the example 
of Jesus who was a man and only had male 
disciples. 
Bible: Catechism of Catholic Church states only 
a baptised man can hold positions of power. 

Christian Work for Gender equality 
Christian Aid: promotes gender equality. 
Believe to not promote equality goes against human rights of equality. 
Jesus: The woman caught in adultery (John 8) Spoke to a Samaritan woman 
who was hated by others (John 4) 
St Paul: ‘There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there 
male and female, for you are all in one in Christ Jesus.’ 
Anglican church started ordaining women in 1994.    

Humanist & Atheist: Support equality as a matter of principle. No matter which gender you are you must be given equal 
opportunities. 
Equality Act 2010 // Equal Pay Act 1970 

 

5. Family Planning – contraception is the intentional prevention of pregnancy  
Catholic/Protestant: Unacceptable à God’s plan - every 
sexual act should be open to reproduction // Breaks the 
sanctity of life – all life is sacred // Jesus supported God’s 
command to reproduce 
Humanae Vitae (Latin for human life) issued by Pope in 1968 
artificial contraception is a grave sin  
Bible: ‘Every sperm is sacred.’ /‘Be fruitful and increase in 
number’ 

Divergent: it’s okay! sex is also for pleasure and an expression 
of love // sensible method of family planning // does not go 
against God’s teachings. // ‘Love thy neighbour’ // Lesser of 2 
evils 

Atheist: each circumstance is different. Can use it:  
Plan to have a family / not ready to have children / couple’s 
lifestyle is incompatible / pregnancy could harm the mother / 
safe sex / couple may have genetic disorders  

Humanist: British Humanist Association (BHA) ‘if every child is 
a wanted child and healthier lives for women it must be a 
good thing.’ 

6. Divorce: legal termination of a marriage and different Christians hold different views. Attitudes have changed due to new 
laws such as divorce act 1969 
Catholic: Not recognised as marriage is for life 
God: disapproves as marriage is a sacrament & would break 
your promise to God. // Jesus: Re-marriage is adultery do not 
divorce 
Bible: ‘let no one separate.’ (Mark 10:9) 
St Paul: ‘man is not allowed to divorce his wife’   

Divergent/Protestant: not to be encouraged but allowed if all 
attempts to mend marriage have failed. 
God: ready to forgive sins as humans make mistakes 
(Protestant) 
Jesus: ‘love thy neighbour’ And okay in the case of 
unfaithfulness. (Matthew 19) 

Humanist: Marriage has nothing to do with God so no 
promises are broken to him. Sometimes marriage is the best 
solution for the family e.g. domestic violence  

Atheist: Similar views to Humanists 
Situation Ethics – do whatever the most loving thing is.  

7. Roles of Men and Women in the Family: Equality between genders is very important in society today 
Catholic: both sexes are equal but have different roles in the 
family à mother to take care of children and father as 
protector 
God: God made woman from Adam’s rib à woman is inferior 
Bible: ‘I will make a helper suitable for him.’ (Genesis) à Man 
is the head of the household 
Bible: “God said to the woman, “What is this you have 
done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I 
ate.” à Women are punished for their role in tempting man 
to disobey God 

Divergent: both sexes are equal and anyone can perform 
whatever role they want for the family. 
God: Both men and women were created in the image of God 
and must work together.  
St Paul: ‘There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor 
free, nor is there male and female, for you are all in one in 
Christ Jesus.’ 
Bible: ‘male and female he created them.’ (Genesis) 

Humanist & Atheist: Likely to accept modern attitudes of equality.  Equality Act of 2010 // Suffragettes  
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Muslim Beliefs Key Knowledge Revision  

The Six Beliefs of Sunni: (Iman al-Mufassal)  

Belief in.. Juicy Effect on Muslims 
1. Allah Supreme being, creator of the universe Show gratitude for life through prayer 

2. Angels of Allah Malaikah – heavenly beings Show respect by turning head to left and right (each angel) 
and say ‘peace be upon you’ 

3. Books of Allah Kutubullah including scrolls, Torah, 
Pslams, Gospels & Qur’an 

Read and study the kutubullah to improve knowledge 

4. Messengers of 
Allah 

More than 124,000 prophets Many Muslims are named after prophets so they can learn 
from their example 

5. Day of 
Judgement 

Allah will judge and send resurrected 
to Jannah (paradise) or Jahannam (hell) 

Reminds Muslims of limited time on earth, shown in 
funerals. 

6. Decree of Allah Al-qadr (divine decree) Muslims accept God’s will and seek blessings through 
prayer at night called ‘Night of Power’ (Laylat al-Qadr 

 The Five Roots of Shia: (Usual ad-Din) 

What are they? Explanation Juicy 
1. Tawhid Oneness of God ‘He is God the One, God the eternal.’ (Qur’an, Surah 112) 
2. Nubuwwah Prophets and chain of 

messengers from Adam to 
Muhammad 

‘We sent a messenger to every community.’ (Quran, Surah 16) 

3. ’Adl / 
Adalat 

Allah is just and fair and will 
bring Divine Justice. 

‘I advise you of being just towards both friend and foe.’ (Tuhaf al-Uqul) 

4. Imamah God given leadership starting 
with Muhammad, his daughter 
and a line of imams starting 
with Ali. 

‘You who believe obey God and the Messenger and those in authority 
among you.’ (Qur’an, Surah 4) 

5. Mi’ad Day of Judgement and 
Resurrection 

‘He is the Judgement; and to Him you shall be returned.’ (Qur’an, Surah 
28) 

The Nature/Characteristics of Allah: impossible to visualize Him as he is not physical.  

Characteristic of Allah Explain Juicy 
Tawhid Oneness of God ‘He is God the One, God the eternal.’ (Qur’an, Surah 112) 
Immanence and 
transcendence 

Allah acts in the world. He is 
above and beyond his creation. 

‘We are closer to him than his jugular vein.’ (Qur’an, Surah 50:16) 

Omnipotence All powerful ‘He has power over all things.’ (Qur’an, Surah 2) 
Beneficence Loves his creation, kind ‘your Lord’s bounty is not restricted.’ (Qur’an, Surah 17) 
Mercy Kind and forgiving  114 surahs all beginning with ‘In the name of God, the Lord of Mercy’ 
Fairness and justice 
(Adalat - Shia) 

Treats people fairly ‘if you judge between people, to do son with justice.’ (Qur’an, Surah 
4) 

Why is this important? Helps Muslims to understand their God 
Enables a close relationship with him through worship 
Helps Muslims to follow in his characteristic’s examples 

Risalah: system of communication between Allah and people through prophets 

Importance Juicy Prophets 
1 of 6 articles of Sunni  
1 of 5 roots of Shia 

Adam – Allah’s khalifah whom angels serve. Dawud (David) – fought Jalut (giant 
Goliath) and was king of Israelites. 

Shows how Allah communicates Ibrahim (Abraham) – Allah’s friend, obedient. Isa (Jesus) – miracles and morals. 

Prophets set an example of how 
a Muslim should live 

Musa (Moses) – freed Israelites from slavery, 
given scripture, miracles of parting the red sea. 

Muhammad – principle prophet, given a 
universal message. 

Muslim Holy Books: (Kutubullah) – books of Allah 

Type Explain Juicy 
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Sahifah (Scrolls) Given to Ibrahim & Musa – early text ‘What was written in the Scripture of Moses (Musa) and of 
Abraham (Ibrahim)’ (Qur’an, Surah 53) 

Tawrat (Torah) Given to Musa – Laws & prophecy of 
Muhammad 

‘We revealed the Torah with guidance and light.’ (Qur’an, Surah 
5) 

Zabur (Pslams) Given to Dawud – 150 Pslams: songs, 
prayers, poems 

‘To David we gave the book’ (Qur’an, Surah 4) 

Injil (Gospel) Original Gospel taught by Isa. Revelations 
teaches morals – love & forgiveness 

‘We sent Jesus (Isa) son of Mary.’ (Qur’an, Surah 57) 

Quran Given to Pro Mo as final revelation. ‘Let there be no doubt it about it, it is from the Lord of the 
Worlds.’ (Qur’an, Surah 10) 

Why are they 
important? 

Messages sent by Allah giving important moral guidance. 
All early books prepared the final and eternal revelation – the Quran 
Pro Mo’s wife ‘A’ishah said that Muhammad was a living example of the Qur’an. Muslims try to follow his 
example by acting according to teachings in Qur’an 

Malaikah: Angels 

Angel Juicy Why are they significant? 
Jibril – communicates to 
prophets 

‘We only descend at your Lord’s command.’ (Qur’an, 
Surah 19) 
Revealed the entire Qur’an to Muhammad 

1. 2nd most important article of Sunni. 
2. Help believers in time of need. 
3. Qur’an says they are kiraman katiban 
(noble scribes). Every person has an angel 
on their right and left shoulders who 
record all of your deeds for judgement. 

Izra’il - death ‘The Angel of Death put in charge of you will reclaim you.’ 
(Qur’an, Surah 32) 

Mika’il – giver of life. 
Provides spiritual food for 
the body and soul. 

‘If anyone is an enemy of God, His angels and His 
messengers… God is certainly an enemy of such 
disbelievers.’ (Qur’an, Surah 2) 

Al-Qadr: Pre-destination 

Key beliefs Juicy Why is this important? Effects (implications) 
Allah knows everything 
because He is the creator. 

‘He is the All Knowing Creator.’ 
(Qur’an, Surah 36) 

1. Shows Allah’s 
omnipotence 
2. Laws are designed to 
benefit humanity. 
3. Allah’s knowledge of 
all things helps Muslims 
to understand 
everything happens for a 
reason.  

1 of 6 articles of Sunni and 
important for Shia. 
 
Muslims trust Allah is in 
control. 
 
Close connection with akirah – 
you will be judged 
 
Shows Allah’s omniscience. 

Allah has created many laws 
that are beyond human 
control. 

‘Every human being is free to 
choose between good and evil.’ 
(Mirza Tahir Ahmad) 

Humans have free will and can 
choose to do certain things – 
part of Allah’s plan. 
Humans can pray to try and 
impact Allah’s will. 

‘He has subjected the sun and the 
moon each to pursue its course… He 
regulates all things.’ (Qur’an, Surah 
13) 

Nothing happens without 
Allah’s permission. 

Akhirah: Life after death 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key beliefs Juicy Effects (implications) 
Resurrection: 
humans will be 
raised again in the 
next life 

Muslims are buried not cremated. After death the angel Izra’il 
takes the soul to barzakh (stage between death and the time of 
judgement) 
 

1 of 6 articles of Sunni and 5 roots of 
Usual ad-Din of Shia. 
 
Pray to have a good afterlife. 
 
Treat others well ‘But no one will be 
wronged.’ (Qur’an, Surah 17) 

Judgement ‘On that Day people will be separated.’ (Qur’an, Surah 30) 
Allah is omniscient, aided by kiraman katiban. 

Al’Jannah 
(paradise) 

‘Gardens of lasting bliss graced with flowing streams.’ (Qur’an, 
Surah 18) 

Jahannam (hell) ‘the Fire will scorch their faces and their lips will be twisted with 
pan.’ (Qur’an, Surah 23) 
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2. Crime and Punishment Key Knowledge  

 

2.1 Justice: Doing what is right and fair based on the law 
Beliefs: Allah: Al’Adl is one of his characteristics meaning ‘The Just’ // ‘I 
have prohibited Myself injustice’ à Allah has forbidden any form of unfair 
treatment. 
ProMo: Taught to oppose injustice, to support anyone who is the victim of 
unjust treatment and try to put things right. // A highly respected woman 
was found to be stealing, her family asked for her to not be shamed 
however the Prophet refused ‘I would cut off her hand! 
Qur’an: No personal interest or prejudices are allowed à ‘do not let 
hatred of others lead you away from justice’ (Q,S5) // ‘uphold justice and 
bear witness to God’ 

Non-Religious Attitudes: Needed for 
humans to flourish 
Humans deserve freedom and 
respect, protects society. 
Importance of justice for victims: 
Deters offenders from committing 
crime ‘No justice, no peace.’ 
Prophet Muhammad helped anyone 
who may be a victim of injustice. // 
Zakah brings fairness to all people. 

 

2.2 Crime: an act against the law.   
Types of crime: Hudud: crimes against God, fixed punishment. // Qisas: 
crimes against individuals or families, the victims nearest relatives choose 
punishment. // Ta’zir: crimes where no punishment is stated in the 
Qur’an/Hadith. It is left to the decision of the Qadi (a judge in Muslim law) 

How Muslims help to stop crime: 
The Muslim Chaplains Association: 
support & rehabilitate offenders. 
Lead worship & pastoral care. 
Resettlement of prisoners and 
prevent reoffending.  
Mosaic – charity for Ex-Offender 
Mentoring Programme: volunteers 
Help to find housing and jobs 

Beliefs: Allah expects fairness – Al’Adl “God commands justice, doing 
good” // ‘Obey God and the Messenger, and those in authority among 
you.’ (Q,S 4) // Qur’an: ‘Intoxicants and gambling are ‘Satan’s doing’ 

 

2.3 Good, evil and suffering:  
Beliefs on good actions: ‘Repel evil with 
what is better.’ Amr bil ma roof & tawalla.  
Rewarded in al’Jannah. ‘those who do good 
deeds will have an unfailing reward.’ (Q,S 95) 

Muslim beliefs on why people suffer: “We created man from a 
drop of fluid to put him to the test.” // 
Sinners suffer as ‘God takes away all their light’ – punishment. // 
‘Darkness’ is the result of people choosing to move away from 
Allah. 

Beliefs on bad actions: ‘like something 
although it is bad for you.’ Alcohol & 
gambling are Satans doing. Hell in Jahannam 
‘lips are twisted’. 

Non-Religious views on why people suffer: Humanists are not 
bothered as suffering does not challenge an omnibenevolent God. 
Communities must try to end suffering as don’t rely on God. Must 
find the cause of suffering and overcome it.  

 

 

2.5 Aims of Punishment: Retribution: The idea that 
punishments should make criminals pay for what they 
have done. // Deterrence: The idea that punishments 
should be of such a nature that they will put people off 
committing crimes. // Reform: The idea that 
punishments should try to change criminals so they 
will not commit crimes again. // Protection: The idea 
that the general public will be safe. 

Muslim Examples of Punishment: 1.Humiliation (public 
stoning) good form of retribution & protects society as 
deters others from committing the same crime.  
2.Reform as Allah is merciful and forgiving. ‘God wishes 
to lighten your burden; man was created weak.’ 
3.Amputation if sane, reached puberty, stolen the 
equivalent of the nisab. BUT not allowed if the crime was 
due to hunger & victim has not asked for the item back.   

 

2.4 Punishment: Muslim beliefs: Allah – Qisas: law of 
retaliation // “if the culprit is pardoned by his aggrieved 
brother, this shall be adhered to fairly” punishment 
must be in proportion to the crime.  
“An eye for an eye” à punishment equal to the crime 
Blood Money paid to the relatives of a murder victim.  

Why punishment is needed in society: shows crimes 
are not acceptable // Can deter other criminals // 
Retribution- criminals will face consequences of braking 
laws // Protection: keeps society safe // Reformation: 
criminals can realise their errors and change it. 
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2.6 Forgiveness: to pardon a person for a wrong they 
have done. Muslim Beliefs: ‘O Allah, You are Most 
Forgiving, and You love forgiveness; so forgive me.’  
ProMo forgave his oppressors when returning from 
exile to Makkah. // Qur’an ‘forgive them, pardon them, 
then God is all forgiving, all merciful.’  

Importance of forgiveness for offenders: stop criminal 
from re-offending so helps them to reform. Protects 
society from re-offenders.  
Restorative Justice: Action that focuses on the 
rehabilitation of offenders through reconciliation with 
victims and community. ‘Anyone who forgives and puts 
things right will have his reward from God.’ 

 

2.7 Treatment of Criminals: Muslim Beliefs: 
Allah: ‘We created man from a drop of mingled 
fluid to put him to the test.’ Qur’an: ‘do not let 
hatred of others lead you away from justice.’ 
ProMo: ‘None of you believes until he loves for 
his brother as himself’ 

Torture: ISIS and USA have used. But many disagree due to 
Human right Article 3 “no torture or degrading treatment” 
Fair trial & trial by jury supported by Muslims to ensure all 
criminals are given a proper hearing and evidence is 
considered. Introduced by Islam in Shariah Law. 
Situation Ethics: Islam ended slavery before the West.  

 

2.8 Capital Punishment: the death penalty 
Muslim Beliefs to agree: Allowed for crimes such as 
Murder, Adultery, Apostasy & Blasphemy (Sahih 
Muslim Hadith)  
‘do not take life, which God has made sacred, except by 
right.’ Qisas – law of retaliation.  

Non-Religious views to agree: Utilitarianism – greatest 
good for greatest number. True retribution and 
deterrence. Will protect society. 
Situation ethics – most loving thing for the victim. 

Muslim reasons to disagree: Breaks the sanctity of life, 
Pro Moe forgave and did not have the right to punish 
only Allah does // Mirza Tahir Ahmad could not find 
anything in the Qur’an about CP for blasphemy – it is 
made up! 

Non-Religious views to disagree: Does not seem to 
deter – US has highest murder rate // Situation Ethics – 
do the most loving thing. What if the criminal is a 
mother? 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


