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7th December 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer,  

 
I write to you today to share with you some important information relating to a number of 
updates that the Government have released over the course of the last few days. 
 
You may recall that on return to school in September the Government implemented a 
‘Contain framework’ which set out four education tiers, including the ‘tier two’ arrangements 
for secondary schools in which rotas were to be established. Annex 3 of the Contain 
framework (the location of this information) has now been decommissioned and has very 
recently been replaced by the Department for Education’s new ‘Contingency Framework’ for 
education and childcare settings. 
 
It is important to note that this new framework is not directly linked to the Government’s 
policy on local restriction tiers and, therefore, unless advised otherwise, all settings are 
required to operate as normal irrespective of the local restriction tier; all children and 
students should, therefore, continue to attend unless they are required to self-isolate. 
 
The new Contingency Framework is designed for circumstances in which transmission rates 
within the local area need to be addressed. The guidance makes clear that any restrictions 
regarding education would only be made as a last resort and may only be initiated following 
ministerial action. 
 
If the Contingency Framework were to be implemented within our academy it would mean 
that only the children of critical workers (as defined by the Government), vulnerable children, 
students in Year 11 and other students due to take external examinations this year would be 
permitted to attend. All other students would receive high quality remote education. 
 
If we find ourselves in a position whereby the Contingency Framework is to be implemented, 
we will share this with you at our earliest opportunity. 
 
In addition to the information shared above, on Thursday 2 December the Government 
released some updated information in respect of the examination series for summer 2021: 
the Government is seeking to ensure that all students are able to take their examinations in 
the summer and has, therefore, announced some extra measures to ‘boost fairness and 
support students’. 
 
The information released suggests that students will receive additional support, for example, 
by getting some advanced notice of some of the topic areas that will be covered within the 
examination papers in order to focus their revision, or through the provision of examination 
aids such as formula sheets to cut down the amount of memorisation that is required.  
 
Furthermore, the Government is planning to hold additional ‘back-up’ examinations in July to 
give students a second chance to sit a paper if they have had to miss the first opportunity 
due to illness or self- isolation. They have, however, provided reassurance that where a 
student misses all their examination papers due to an extreme case, a teacher-assessed 
grade will be given. More details are expected to be released in January and we will 
endeavour to share this information with you as soon as it is available. 



 

 
In the meantime, I would like to reassure you that we are continuing to do all we can to 
support our students with their learning, including their preparation for examinations and we 
continue to be impressed by the commitment to learning that students in all year groups are 
demonstrating. 
 
I am poignantly aware that, as I write to you today, we are hurtling towards the end of term 
and what, for many, will bring a welcomed opportunity to see wider family members and 
friends. I am also aware that for some the Christmas period is a time that can bring 
enhanced levels of anxiety and I would like to remind you of the support we are able to offer 
you and your family members should you wish to access it. Details of this support can be 
found on our website or, as always, please feel free to contact the wellbeing team.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Emma Baker 
Principal 

 


