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23rd October 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We have successfully completed our first half term and I am so proud of the students and 
staff. This half term has been challenging but we have achieved so much in such a short 
space of time. We have successfully reintegrated students back to school, after many of 
them not being in school since March. We have rebuilt relationships between teacher and 
student, as well as each other. We have eased their anxieties, assessed their learning and 
started to rebuild what they have missed. Our New Year 7 and 12 students have 
successfully transitioned and become full members of the Rivers community.  
 
We have continued to teach high quality lessons, kept the students and staff feeling 
safe,  reassured them, comforted them, rebuilt structures and routines. We have been able 
to laugh with students, make lessons fun, engage with students and remind them how great 
school can be. All that and it's only been seven weeks! Imagine what we will achieve in a 
year? 
 
When students return after the October half term, as previously mentioned, we will introduce 
a two week timetable, so that we can stagger break and lunch times. We will start back on 
week A; your child will have received an updated copy of their timetable. A copy of the 
presentation that I created that was shared in mentor is available on the website 
https://8d62f5bc-548e-4f2b-8f3c-
a1eb5772bd2c.filesusr.com/ugd/8b2eb5_02d45c334b0347c195663b9d101fea86.pdf this 
goes through in detail what the break/lunch times are for each year group. 
 
As you are aware, since becoming Tier 2 this week, students and staff have been wearing 
face coverings when walking around the site. The students have been very mature in 
handling this and I want to pass on my thanks to you as Parents/Carers for supporting us 
with this. When they return after half-term, students will need to continue to adhere to this 
new guidance until further notice.  
 
We are very fortunate that staff are coming in during the October half term to run some 
revision sessions.  The sessions will be on Evolve and this information has been shared with 
you directly also. I strongly encourage all students to attend any session that is being run, as 
it will help to prepare them for the forthcoming November PPE Mocks and summer exams 
that will take place as confirmed by the DfE on the 12th October 2020. A link to the article 
is  below https://www.gov.uk/government/news/students-to-be-given-more-time-to-prepare-
for-2021-exams 
 
As you are also aware we have adapted our PE uniform to support the changes now needed 
due to students having to be in PE Kit all day.  As a result of feedback from yourselves and 
students, our uniform supplier is now able to offer girls’ slim-fitting jogging bottoms, as well 
as new stock of girls’ ORA branded leggings.  The can be ordered via the supplier website: 
www.yourschoolwear.co.uk. 
 
In order to comply with government regulations, it will remain necessary for parents/carers to 
notify the academy if their child tests positive for Covid-19 during the half-term break.  We 
sincerely hope that this will not be the case, but if your child does test positive during this 
time, please contact me directly on: ebaker@ormistonriversacademy.co.uk 
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I want to thank you all for your continued support throughout this half term, and to wish you a 
safe and enjoyable half term break.  Below is a poem especially for our wonderful students, 
written by Ms. Damps.  We hope you enjoy it. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Emma Baker 
Principal 
 
 
 
We wanted to write this message for you; 
To all of our students; for all you’ve been through. 
It may seem to you that we don’t understand, 
It may seem that life’s dealt a difficult hand. 
  
We want to assure you that we are all here, 
To listen, to help, to make your path clear. 
We do understand just how tough it has been, 
And we genuinely want to help wipe your slate clean. 
  
We DO understand all your worries and doubt; 
And we really do care about all you’re about; 
We recognise all of the stress you’ve been through, 
And we’re all trying hard to just do what we do.. 
  
We do really care and we do really know; 
And we genuinely want you to grow and to grow. 
The reason we do what we do is just YOU, 
And we want you to really believe this is true. 
  
We listen, we talk, we watch and we seek, 
To remember the things that make you all unique, 
We know that, for some, school can sometimes be tough, 
So, we all want to help you to smooth out the rough. 
  
For others, of course, the opposite’s true; 
But whatever the case, we want what’s best for you. 
And if there are times when you think we don’t care, 
It’s not true – remember we’ll ALWAYS be there. 
  
We want you to soar; to achieve every goal, 
Be fulfilled and contented, in heart and in soul, 
We want all your futures to exceed beyond measure, 
And all of your lives, filled with nothing but pleasure. 
  
You have faced every challenge, every new regulation, 
You have been an incredibly strong generation, 
And the skills you have learned, each and every endeavour, 
Will remain with you always, for now and forever. 
  



 

You have shown great respect, been resilient, kind, 
Supported your fellows, kept others in mind, 
You’ve continued to laugh, to embrace every day, 
And you haven’t allowed things to get in your way. 
  
And these are the things that will make you succeed, 
For these are the things that all of us need, 
Your care and compassion, your kindness, your laughter, 
Will make you stand out, whatever’s hereafter. 
  
And so, to conclude, we are here; come what may, 
We’ll be here for you always, each day after day, 
And we know that your stars will shine from afar; 
For we know the wonderful people you are! 
  
Carry on being special, carry on being you; 
Carry on doing all of the great things you do; 
We will always support you; come high or come low; 
For that is “the River’s Way”; as you all know. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

  
 


