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18th September 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We are now into week three of our new arrangements.  As you are aware, we have 
set routines and the systems in place are so far proving effective. As mentioned 
previously, I have been really impressed with how our students are responding to the 
guidance and the measures that have been put in place to keep themselves, and 
everyone safe.  Can I please remind you that students travelling on school or public 
transport MUST wear a face covering.  I realise that some students find this 
uncomfortable, but it is necessary to reduce the risk to everyone.  The bus drivers do 
have the right to refuse travel if this is not adhered to. 
 
This week in the academy, our new Year 7 students have sat CAT’s tests, in order 
that we can properly “set” the students when they return after the  October half 
term.  This has been particularly important this year, as our current Year 7’s were not 
able to sit the usual Primary school SAT’s tests, due to the current 
circumstances.  All other year groups have been given class assessments so that 
staff are fully aware of what students have remembered and what additional support 
they may need to prepare for future exams.  
 
It has been great to be out and about as much as possible around the academy this 
week. The Senior Leadership team and I have been extremely impressed with how 
the teachers are adapting their curriculum plans and have been able to teach their 
subjects out of their usual curriculum areas. I have seen excellent examples in Music 
and Technology, in particular, alongside many other subjects, which we try to post 
daily on all of our social media platforms.  Please do take a look at our social media 
sites where we regularly upload photos/videos of what is going on in the academy.  
 
Mr Matthew Symons, our new Chair of Governors, visited on Monday, and I was 
briefly able to show him the Year 7 “bubble”, where all students were working very 
hard and enjoying their lessons. In the future, I look forward, to showing more visitors 
around our wonderful school, as it gives me the opportunity to show how hard our 
students and staff are working, and to portray our academy in all its glory; something 
that every single member of our school community is proud of. 
 
On Thursday we launched our virtual Open Evening, which includes dedicated areas 
to showcase individual departments, our students and particular highlights of the 
academy. It is, of course, disappointing that we are not able to have prospective 
parents, students and members of the local community on site in person, as it is an 
event that we always look forward to with anticipation and excitement. However, in 
our “new normal” we are all adapting and trying to be as flexible as possible with 
upcoming events, and we sincerely hope that we have managed to capture the 
essence of the academy; albeit in a virtual manner! 
 
 



 

Some enrichment activities have been launched this week and it has been wonderful 
to see so many students attending clubs and activities out of normal school 
hours.  We will also be launching the Arts Award for year 7, 8 and 9 this term. All 
students interested just need to email Mrs Ingate to register their interest. It will 
mean meeting once every 3 weeks at lunchtime for the Art Scholars Club and 
working from home on an art portfolio (as well as being part of the Arts Award 
Google Classroom).  An email has been sent to parents of students in years 7, 8 and 
9 in this respect. 
 
I thought it would be appropriate to end with some quotes from some of our new 
Year 7 students, regarding how they have felt about their first couple of weeks at 
Ormiston Rivers Academy: 
 
'I felt nervous at first, and then it was very exciting. All the teachers have been really 
welcoming and nice.' 
'Pretty normal, enjoyed learning and the canteen food is lovely.' 
'It's been really exciting, social distancing has been well planned. I was nervous at 
first but I now feel comfortable.' 
'It was scary, but fun and there are lots of nice people.' 
'Very nerve wracking but a bit exciting at the same time. The teachers have been 
very kind and helpful.' 
'It was a shock but once I have got used to it, it's been exciting.' 
'Fun, nervous and I like school and have really enjoyed it so far.' 
'Its been very fun but a little confusing. Staff have helped when it's been confusing 
and have made me feel confident.' 
These lovely comments are, ultimately, what Ormiston Rivers Academy is all about, 
and every single member of staff will continue to work tirelessly to ensure that all 
students, from year 7 to year 13, continue to feel welcomed, supported and 
encouraged throughout their secondary school journey. 
  
Have a lovely weekend. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Emma Baker 
Principal 


