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27th August 2020 
 
Dear Students, 
 
I wanted to write to you before our return to school next week, to update you and to reassure 
you. 
 
I am sure that some of you will be nervous and anxious about returning to school in the current 
circumstances; particularly those of you who have been at home since the end of March.  It is 
absolutely normal and completely understandable that you may be feeling this way.  However, I 
want to reassure you that we have put every possible measure in place to ensure that it is safe 
for you to return; as your Principal, I would not have agreed to the school re-opening if I did not 
genuinely feel that it was safe and right to do so.  Many letters have been shared with your 
parents giving full details of the safety measures that will be implemented upon your return, and I 
am sure that they have shared these with you. 
 
I honestly believe that it is right that you return to school in September; not only is this vital for 
your education and your future outcomes and pathways, but it is also really important for your 
well-being that you are once again able to socialise with your friends; albeit in a slightly different 
way.  As always, there will be lots of well-being support in place, so please do not be afraid to let 
us know if you feel you need some extra support. 
 
I hope that many of you are also excited about returning!  I know that I, and all of the school staff, 
certainly are.  We have really missed the “buzz” around the academy, seeing all of your faces, 
and hearing all of your voices.  We are all very much looking forward to welcoming you back next 
week. 
 
For those of you that may be worried about catching up with your work after your prolonged 
period out of school, please be assured that we are putting lots of catch-up strategies in place to 
ensure that you are not disadvantaged by the Covid-19 lockdown.  We are determined that, 
despite the extraordinary circumstances, you will continue to flourish and succeed, and we know 
that you will continue to work hard and to excel, as you always have. 
 
I am aware that, for our new Year 7’s, this will be a particularly difficult and worrying time, with 
the additional, and usual concerns about the transition from primary to secondary school.  I want 
to reassure you that we are all here to help and support you to make sure that you feel welcome 
and comfortable from day one.  As previous students will tell you, it won’t be very long until you 
feel that you have always been a part of the Ormiston Rivers family! 
 
Finally, I would like to say how very proud I am of each and every one of you.  We have all found 
ourselves in the most unexpected and extreme circumstances that will go down in history.  
However, you have risen to the challenge and have demonstrated determination, resilience and 
empathy beyond your years.  These are character traits that you will take with you into your 
futures, and you should all be extremely proud of yourselves for the way in which you have dealt 
with this pandemic. 
 
I hope you enjoy the last few days of your summer holiday, and I, together with all of your 
teachers and other academy staff, look forward to welcoming you back next week. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Mrs Baker 
Principal 


