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10th September 2020 
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

We are into the full swing of being back into school life, now that all students have 
completed a full week. It has been amazing having everyone on site, despite the 
very different circumstances.  I would just like to praise all of our students; they have 
been remarkable in adapting so quickly and accepting the new arrangements. As 
expected, it has been necessary to make a few tweaks along the way, however I 
remain confident in the plans that are in place, and I am so proud of the way in which 
students and staff are dealing with the restrictions and different circumstances. 
 

Every day myself and members of my Senior Team have been visiting 
lessons.  Again, we have been very impressed with the quality of teaching taking 
place, and it has been wonderful to see the students’ happy, smiling faces.  
 

As you will no doubt be aware, the Prime Minister,  Boris Johnson, announced this 
week that from Monday gatherings are limited to 6, with the exception of schools, 
offices, weddings etc. This will not affect the day to day running of our school at the 
present time, so the current arrangements will remain unchanged for the time being. 
 

Next Thursday is our “virtual” Open Evening for potential new Year 7 students.  I am, 
of course, sad that we are unable to open fully to the local community, as this is 
always a great opportunity to showcase our fabulous academy, students and staff. 
However we will do our very best to capture this online instead. Any Parent/Carer 
interested should visit our website for further details. Open Morning tours will take 
place, but will be limited to a maximum of 6 people to ensure that we remain in line 
with the government’s current COVID guidance.  
 

This week the Year 7’s have been given details of how to use Google 
Classroom.  Students in other years have access to this already and staff are 
currently setting up “classrooms” for each subject. We will be using Google 
Classroom for home learning going forwards, and in addition, if it becomes 
necessary for us to close for a local or national lockdown then this is the medium we 
will use. We are not expecting to close, of course; but are making plans to be 
proactive, prepared and ready, just in case. A letter to parents/carers will be shared 
shortly with details regarding how to log in and access Google Classrooms. We are 
also updating our Sims/Parent App, and will be resharing login details for this in the 
next week or so.  At the moment, any data available to access is for the last 
academic year, but we are working hard to update this as soon as is practically 
possible. 
 

 



 

On Thursday I had the privilege of taking Mr James Bowkett for a tour of the 
academy.  Mr Bowkett is the Regional Director (South) for Ormiston Academies 
Trust. I was able to take him into most “bubbles”, whilst maintaining social distance 
from our students and staff, and I am pleased to report that he commented on how 
calm and purposeful the learning was, and that he was very impressed with how 
well-organised the academy was in general. 
 

Once again, I would like to thank each and every one of you for your continued 
support and encouragement during these extreme and ever-changing 
circumstances; it is much appreciated by myself, my staff and, most importantly, our 
wonderful students. 
 

Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Baker 
Principal  

 


