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23rd September 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
The safety and welfare of our students and staff are our highest priorities at Ormiston Rivers 
Academy. In accordance with statutory guidance, we practice and share safety information 
throughout the year to help our students know what to do in an emergency. The aim of this 
is  to improve our ability to protect students, save lives, and reduce injuries in the event of a 
real-life emergency. These practice drills allow us to evaluate our emergency operation 
plans and improve our response skills accordingly. 
 
To this end, Mrs Baker will carry out an  assembly to students regarding what to do if we 
have a lockdown within the school. This would be initiated should a situation arise that 
requires the isolation (rather than evacuation) of staff and students from an identified threat, 
eg: a chemical spillage, a dangerous animal on site, an aggressive or violent intruder or 
lightning/severe storms. There are many reasons why a lockdown drill may need to take 
place.  I must stress that this type of event is extremely rare and unlikely to occur.  However, 
in order to ensure that our students and staff are prepared, it is important that students and 
staff are aware of the procedures.  
 
During a “lockdown” all of the perimeter doors to the school building will be locked and will 
remain locked until the danger or issue outside or inside the building is removed. To enable 
everyone to remain safe, no one will be allowed to enter the building or leave the building 
until the authorities authorise such a release. In the drill a different sound to the fire alarm 
will be heard and staff will ensure that blinds are put down where suitable and the door of the 
classroom is barricaded with desks/chairs.  The same alarm will go again when the 
authorities/myself are happy that we are all clear and safe or, in the example of the drill, we 
have checked each classroom. 
 
We will also conduct fire evacuations as a regular occurrence, as part of our health and 
safety requirements.  During  the drills students will leave the site from the designated 
bubble and safely walk to the designated area, keeping away from students from other 
bubbles where possible. If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to 
contact me.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
Mrs E. Baker 
Principal 
 
  

 


