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6th November 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Welcome back!  It has been wonderful to see the students back in school this week, 
despite the ongoing media speculation. I am pleased that almost 95% of students 
have been in full attendance this week. We will continue to strive for 100%, however, 
in light of the current circumstances, it is really pleasing that our attendance is well 
above the national average currently.  
  
I sent out a letter on Monday explaining our position on re-opening and have also 
shared the updated guidance around face coverings. This week has been non-stop 
for our students; our Year 11’s, 12’s and 13’s have had both PPE and real exams 
this week. I believe that “mock” exams are very important for many reasons but the 
key is to test what the students do and don’t know, so that we can address any 
“gaps”.  This is the first time that we have been able to formalise any tests since the 
spring term so it has been vital for these key year groups. We know that the summer 
exams are currently planned to go ahead, however with the ever-changing situation, 
we simply cannot know what will happen in May and June, so this year, more than 
ever, students need to take these assessments and examinations seriously and do 
their very best; as we know they all will. 
  
Students have responded well to the longer lessons and staggered break and lunch 
times, with the majority saying that they like having their own indoor and outdoor 
space and the opportunity to purchase food at both times.  Rory (Year 7) said “I feel I 
am learning more.  It’s easier as I am not switching lessons all the time.  I like that 
we have an outside and inside area at break time and can play football”.  Isabelle 
(Year 8) said “I think it is good and the queue at break time is not as long.  I enjoy 
the double lesson as it gives me more opportunities”.  Richard (Year 10) said “This 
works better as we are learning more.  We can finish our Art projects as the lessons 
are longer”. 
  
This week we have given all students a reusable water bottle as the first stage in 
reducing the use of plastic in the school. This was in response to previous student 
voice, and we are delighted to have been able to act on this.  We have new water 
refill stations around the school site and we will be increasing these over the next 
few months. This is just the first phase in our endeavours towards plastic reduction 
and going forwards we will be removing the sale of single-use plastic bottles from 1st 
January 2021.  
  
We have invested in many online packages for our students to access at home on 
any device, and the feedback from students so far has been really positive. Below is 
a link to the websites and log in 
details. https://www.ormistonriversacademy.co.uk/digital-learning-and-revision 
  

https://www.ormistonriversacademy.co.uk/digital-learning-and-revision


 

I have been hugely privileged to be able to sit in on some Year 13 EPQ 
presentations this week, it was really good to see the students present a topic that 
they feel passionate about, in subjects ranging from the impact of social media to 
population control in countries.   
  
With the current national lockdown taking place we continue to support our students 
and keep the wellbeing of students at the forefront of everything that we do. As 
mentioned previously we have designed a well-being app for the students and Miss 
Corbett has made a video to accompany this.  
https://youtu.be/ophLE_g9K4A 
  
As you are no doubt aware, next Wednesday 11th November 2020 marks 
Remembrance Day.  As an academy we will, as always, be paying our respects, 
however due to the current circumstances and the timings of the newly introduced 
staggered breaks and lunches we will hold our two minutes of respectful silence and 
remembrance at 2.30 p.m.  A video created by our students who are members of the 
local cadet forces will also be shared with you in due course. 
  
On Friday 13th November, we will be having a non uniform day in aid of “Children in 
Need”, this charity was  chosen by the students last term. Donations will be able to 
be given via Parent Pay in order that students do not have to bring in money. There 
will also be a separate donation link on our website for those who wish to make an 
additional donation and gift aid the contribution.  As we will not be able to hold the 
usual student cake sales and activities, we wanted to provide this additional 
opportunity.  The two catering outlets will also be selling Pudsey cookies, with all 
profits donated to “Children in Need”. 
  
As you are aware we held a consultation with all stakeholders with regard to 
amending the school term dates going forwards, and introducing a two week half 
term in October. The results indicate that the majority of stakeholders (parents, staff, 
students, governors and local primary schools) are in favour of this.  Therefore this 
will be implemented for the 2021/22 academic year, and the updated term dates for 
2021/22 are now available to view on our website. Finally, just a reminder that we 
break up for the Christmas holiday on 16th December.  This will be an early finish, 
which would usually be at the start of lunch (previously 1.45 p.m.).  However, due to 
the newly introduced staggered lunch breaks, we will now finish at 12.45pm on the 
last day of term.  The bus company has been informed of this change, and I will also 
remind you closer to the time.  
  
Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support. 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
 
Emma Baker 
Principal 

https://youtu.be/ophLE_g9K4A

