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9th October 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

 
As we reach the end of week 6, it has been another productive week at Ormiston Rivers. On Tuesday 
we had our practice fire drill, to remind students where to go in the event of an emergency 
evacuation.  

 
We have been very busy providing tours to prospective parents/students.It has been very different 
this year, as usually we would be able to go into classrooms, but instead we have only been able to 
walk the corridors, but it has still given parents a flavour of our school life.  We have launched the 
virtual Sixth Form Open Evening to our current Year 11’s this week, so students can start to apply for 
a place in our amazing Sixth Form. https://www.ormistonriversacademy.co.uk/sixth-form-virtual-open-
event 

 
On top of this we have also shared with Year 11 parents information regarding the forthcoming mock 
exams that will take place in November. Please do take a look at the information we have provided for 
Year 11, as I feel this is beneficial to all students in Key Stage 4.  
https://www.ormistonriversacademy.co.uk/year-11-information-evening  

 
I am aware that, this week, Scotland have announced that they will not be running formal exams for 
the current Year 11 cohort, however, schools in England have not yet had any update about this. 
Realistically, I think exams will be pushed back by a few weeks, but that the Government will enforce 
real exams for students this academic year. As soon as we get any confirmed information in this 
respect I will, of course, share this with parents/students.  

 
This week I have also been working through the Parent Survey which was sent out last week.  Thank 
you so much for taking the time to complete this. I have responded to as many individuals as I can 
and I really appreciate your honesty. As Principal, I am reflecting on the comments you have made 
and will start to address any areas that you feel need to be improved further, or where you feel that 
you  need to be provided with extra information. An example of this is Careers, where some parents 
were unaware of the support and guidance we offer in this area. As a result we will be introducing a 
termly newsletter with information on what is available and how students and parents can access 
this.  Trips and visits were also something that was flagged up.  Obviously at the moment trips are not 
running, but  some concerns were raised regarding the cost of trips and the impact of this on low 
income families. Again, I will be reviewing any trips taking place in the future and the financial 
implications of these with our new AVP who oversees Personal Development Mrs Victory.  

 
On a positive note, over 90% of parents/carers feel that their child is safe and happy in the academy, 
and it was really pleasing to see that 94% of parents/carers feel well informed about the school from 
my updates, and that over 95% of parents/carers would recommend Ormiston Rivers Academy to 
others.  

 
We will continue to listen, to take on board your feedback and to make further improvements on our 
journey towards Outstanding.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 

 
Emma Baker 
Principal 

https://www.ormistonriversacademy.co.uk/sixth-form-virtual-open-event
https://www.ormistonriversacademy.co.uk/sixth-form-virtual-open-event
https://www.ormistonriversacademy.co.uk/year-11-information-evening

