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16th October 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
  
You are no doubt aware of Essex County Council’s request to the Secretary of State 
for Health to move Essex into the Local COVID Alert Level: High, in order to stem 
the rising tide of infections in our county. This has been approved by the 
Government and will come into effect across Essex at midnight on Friday 16th 
October. 
  
The move for Essex into the High Local Alert Level means no change to the 
education system in Essex. It is of the utmost importance that all children can attend 
school safely, to support their wellbeing and education and it is intended that all 
education settings remain fully open. We have Remote Learning (Google) in place if 
we need to close a bubble or if the proposed circuit breaker takes place.  
  
In education settings where Year 7 and above are educated, face 
coverings should be worn by adults (staff and visitors) and pupils when moving 
around indoors, such as in corridors and communal areas where social distancing is 
difficult to maintain. Exemptions to this rule apply and no-one should be excluded 
from education on the grounds that they are not wearing a face covering. This 
remains as guidance at the moment, but I strongly suspect that this will be made 
compulsory very soon. Depending on what guidance you read, the terminology 
changes.  
  
With us now moving to Tier 2, myself and all staff will be wearing a face covering 
from next week when walking around the building/on duty. I know many staff have 
been doing this since the start.   In order to do all we can to keep everyone safe, the 
expectation from Monday 16th October 2020 will be that all students also wear a face 
covering in corridors and communal areas of the school, unless they have a valid 
exemption.  If you have difficulty in providing your child with a face covering, please 
let us know and we can provide one as required. 
 
Thank you for your continued support, and, as always, if you have any queries/ 
questions please email me at: ebaker@ormistonriversacademy.co.uk 
  
Kind regards. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Emma Baker 
Principal 
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