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12th August 2020 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
Re: The Working Plan to Fully Open the Academy in September  

 
First of all, I hope this correspondence finds you and your respective families well and you are enjoying the summer 
break.  

 
We are delighted that Ormiston Rivers Academy will be able to welcome all our students and staff back to 
the Academy in September. The government has published their guidance regarding the full reopening of 
schools in September and we are now looking forward to being able to welcome all our students back into 
the building full time. To help with this the Department for Education released guidance for a summer 
opening, - you can read the guidance here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus- outbreak/guidance-
for-full-opening-schools 

 
September 2020 planning is underway to ensure that we can fulfil all health and safety guidance on 
preventing the transmission of Covid-19 and reducing student movement around the building. Please be 
assured that the safety of both our students and staff is of the highest regard to us. 
 
Points to note:  

 
• All of our planning is aimed at a return to a full timetable and full working day for all students and staff. 
However, all of this will remain fluid and subject to change based on the latest Government guidance as well 
as key national data. There have been no big changes/ updates so far, so we will continue as we have 
planned.  
• We aim to start the academic year with the planned staff training day on Tuesday 1st September.  On 
Wednesday 2nd September, Year 7 and Year 12 will return. On Thursday 3rd September,  Years 7, 12, 11 and 
10 will return, and on Friday 4th September all students will return.  
• Based on the current guidelines, staff should look to maintain a 2 metre social distancing gap from students as 
well as each other where possible. However, the guidance also states that students are not expected to fully 
social distance from each other.  However, we will be looking to actively and consistently encourage our 
students to adopt a sensible approach to this whilst respecting both their own and other students’ 
personal space.  
• Although not compulsory, any student who wishes to wear a face covering is more than welcome to do 
so. We will be saying the same to our staff and providing staff with visors if they choose to wear 
them.  However, it will be expected for those students who travel on school or local buses to wear one 
whilst travelling, as per current Department for Education requirements.  
• Please note that other local bus services (not the contracted academy buses) may at this time still be restricting 
numbers per bus so please bear this in mind when considering your child’s journey to and from the academy.  
• Students should return to the academy in full uniform except on the days they have PE or attend an 
enrichment club afterschool  when they have the choice of attending in their Rivers Academy PE kit 
instead of full uniform. Students cannot attend in mixed PE items and must be in  school PE kit. Students 
must be in appropriate footwear (not trainers unless in PE Kit) and ensure that hair styles, nails etc.,  meet 
the academy uniform policy, please check this prior to September. Any student in the wrong footwear or with 
inappropriate nails etc will be isolated and the school uniform/ behaviour policy will be followed.  
• The academy will fully adhere to the Government’s track and trace protocols with further specific school 
related information due to come from the Local Authority in the near future. We will of course very much 
appreciate your support in this and in keeping us fully informed of all potential COVID-19 related 
situations.  
• Where possible, a phrase which is stated dozens of times in the DfE guidance, desks and chairs will be 
forward facing.  



 

• There will be enhanced cleaning schedules, including during the working day and with a focus on toilets, 
handrails and door fittings/handles.  

 
Other points to note: 

 
• There will be sanitiser, tissues and anti-bacterial wipes placed in every classroom, every day. 
However, we would greatly appreciate your support in encouraging your child to bring their own and to use 
them regularly and in an appropriate manner throughout the academy day. There will also be hand sanitiser 
stations at every exit and entry point and near toilets.  
• We are  looking to run extra-curricular clubs but these will not start until September 14th  to allow 
students and staff alike to settle back into what we hope will be some form of regular academy life. However, 
lessons that are timetabled as lesson 6 will start as from Thursday 3 September as they form part of our core 
curriculum offer.  
• We are currently devising a ‘Plan B’ based on a remote timetable of live learning from all faculty/subject 
areas should any further lockdown situations arise and these will be shared if a local or national lockdown 
happens again.  

 
In September, the students will follow their usual broad and balanced curriculum offer. We will focus in 
PSHE on reflecting on lockdown and discussing mental well-being and supporting students re-establishing 
routines in school. We may have to change how we teach music, drama, and technology temporarily to 
comply with guidance. PE lessons will be outside. Students will attend school in their PE kit on the days 
that they have PE. If the weather makes it unsafe for an outside lesson, PE will be a theory-based lesson 
in a classroom. Subjects which use specialist spaces may sometimes be in a classroom and the curriculum 
will be adapted accordingly. 

 
The current pandemic means that government guidance has asked us to adjust entrance and exit points 
for different year groups and reduce opportunities for year groups to mix. We will ensure that year groups 
are taught and based together, reducing the amount of movement that takes place around the Academy. It 
is vitally important to the safety of the community that all students follow the instructions we set out. 
Similarly, parents and carers will not be allowed into the Academy building without an appointment. Please 
look on our website under letters for previous documents relating to entry and exit routes for September. 

 
I am working with the local authority regarding transport, and would like you to complete this quick survey 
asking you how your child/children will travel to school.  https://forms.gle/jLaTAd27r5bBHr9G9.  

 
Students will be told to wash their hands regularly throughout the day, especially at the start of the day, 
before and after eating, and before leaving the site. We will remind students to wash their hands thoroughly 
for 20 seconds with running water and soap and dry them thoroughly. 

 
Attendance at the Academy: 

 
When the coronavirus outbreak was increasing, the government made it clear that no parent would be 
penalised or sanctioned for their child’s non-attendance at school. However, attendance will be mandatory 
again from the beginning of the autumn term. This means from that point, the usual rules on attendance 
will apply. 

 
Non-attendance at the Academy could result in sanctions, including fixed penalty notices in line with the 
local authority codes of conduct. Missing out on more time in the classroom risks your child falling behind 
in their learning. 

 
During the period of closure we have installed touch free water bottle filling stations with the intention of 
removing the sale of drinks in plastic bottles and therefore improving our carbon footprint. Unfortunately, 
due to the need to restrict movement around the academy when we return, we will not be able to put these 
in to use initially. Once they are operational we will be issuing every student with their own reusable sports 
bottle to enable them to access free water refills, we will also be introducing a juice filling station in the 
main canteen. Students will also be given a  whiteboard notebook with a pen and eraser to use in lessons, 
to minimise the sharing of equipment. We continue to expect that all students return to school fully 
equipped with pens, pencils, a school bag and a school calculator. A full list of equipment is attached and 

https://forms.gle/jLaTAd27r5bBHr9G9


 

is also on our website and available to purchase via our academy shop. We need to limit any sharing of 
equipment so ask as parents/Carers that you ensure your child/children has the required equipment for 
learning. All students in years 7, 8 & 9 will study Art and will need an art pack, which includes a 
sketchbook. The cost of the pack is £5.00, this can be ordered via Parentpay and will be delivered to 
mentor rooms when we return. Students studying Art in year 10 and 11 must have a KS4 Art Pack, the 
details of which have been posted on classrooms. These can be ordered from the Academy Shop, via 
Parentpay.  

 
Activation letters for Year 7 Parentpay accounts will be issued over the coming week, this will enable the 
purchase and ordering of equipment, including the Art pack. It will also enable you to load funds for your 
child’s school dinner money account. All students must have sufficient credit on their account to enable 
them to purchase items from our catering outlets. Please bear in mind that the uploading of funds can take 
time to transfer to the catering system, ideally you should aim to process your Parentpay payment the day 
before your child wishes to use the facilities. 

 
Thank you for taking the time to read this progress update as well as for your ongoing support 
throughout what has remained a somewhat challenging period for all of the academy’s stakeholders. It 
has remained greatly appreciated I can assure you. I look forward to seeing the students back in 
September.  

 
As always if you have any concerns prior to September I am available via email. I hope the information 
contained within this letter is useful to you and once again I would like to thank all parents/carers for 
their continued support, and I wish everyone a safe and happy last few weeks of the  summer holiday 
period. 

 
We look forward to seeing you all in September. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Emma Baker 
Principal  

 


