
 

            

Ormiston Rivers Academy  

Southminster  Road  t : 01621 782377 

Burnham on Crouch  e: info@ormistonriversacademy.co.uk 

Essex   w: www.ormistonriversacademy.co.uk 

CM0 8QB    

Principal: Mrs E.Baker BA (Hons) NPQH 

 

20th August 2020 
 

Dear Parents/carers,  
 

I hope that you are all safe and have managed to restore some normality in your lives this 
summer. I am sure it will not have escaped you that our exam system has been going 
through some turbulence these past few weeks. We must not forget that beneath the 
national discourse and media frenzy regarding statistical algorithms and big data there are 
individual students, who are always our biggest concern. 
 

This year we will not be celebrating big data headline figures/percentages or whole school 
statistics; it just would just not seem right and, I think, could come across as a bit obtuse and 
insensitive to the challenges that we, and schools nationally have had to face.  
 

However, what I feel is worth celebrating is the individual successes of our learners.  Our 
students should be commended for their achievements; they are no less valid than cohorts 
who have gone before or those yet to pass. In fact one could argue that the whole COVID 
cohort has endured the toughest GCSE programme for many years to come. They have truly 
earnt their achievements. 
 

Just like every year, there will be students  who are elated and others who are disappointed. 
This year will be no different in that respect. This week is not the time for regret, for 
castigating schools or for attacking the system, as this will only shift the focus from individual 
students and their achievements. 
 

I have always been a big believer in the importance of language - the words we use really do 
matter. It has been interesting to see how “Centre Assessed Grades”, a term designated by 
our government, has now morphed into “teacher assessed grades”, or ”teacher 
predictions”.  I believe this change is designed to deflect any vitriol away from the “system”, 
and I implore you not to buy into this. Schools have worked incredibly hard in the most 
challenging circumstances to maintain integrity and ensure fairness - it is the centres who 
hold the responsibility, not the individual teachers - it is a centre assessed grade.  
 

The current situation does, however, put into stark focus the importance of learning over 
time. GCSEs/A Levels are so much more than a terminal exam. Learning starts much earlier 
than that and if we have learnt anything over the last six months it is that you never know 
what is around the corner, so you should give everything your all - you never know how 
important it will be. For those students yet to sit their GCSEs please bear this in mind. 
 

If you are a parent of, or know a student in Year 11,12 and 13 please congratulate them on 
their achievements, and remind them that they are as valid as those that went before, and 
those yet to come. Let them know that their future is yet to be written and a world of 
possibilities lies ahead of them.  
 

I look forward to seeing all students return in September and will re-issue a reminder 
regarding the start of term in a few days.  
 

Kind regards, 
Mrs Baker 
Principal 


